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ESCAP Meeting Opens in Bangkok 27 Mar 


Chatchai Opens Session 
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[““Excerpts” from inaugeral address at the 45th session of 
the UN’s Economic and Social Commission for Asian 
and the Pacific by Thailand Prime Minister Chatchai 
Chunhawan, on 27 March 1989 in Bangkok] 


[Text] Prime Minister Gen Chatchai Chunhawan, in his 
inaugural address at the 45th session of the UN's Eco- 
nomic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP), yesterday delivered a “message of hope and 
optimism” in which he voiced confidence that countries 
in the region will be able to meet challenges and cash in 
on economic opportunities of the 1990s. 


The following is «xcerpted from his address: 


Today, I would like to speak about challenges and 
Opportunities in « world of change. All around us, we all 
can observe new and significant developments taking 
place every day. The changes we see are being brought 
about by the g:cat advances in science and technolcgy 
and by new attitudes and thinking. 


Indeed, whether we look at the political or economic 
scene, the winds of change are blowing from one region 
of the globe to another. Gone are the days when we talk 
about conflict and confrontation, or about differences in 
political or socio-economic systems. 


Nowadays, we rather talk about the common endeavour 
that binds nations together in bringing about peace, 
progress and prosperity for our peoples. The measure of 
success of our ab.\..y to govern shail be judged not by the 
weapons of war we amass, but by whether we succeed in 
uplifting the well-being of our peoples and in giving them 
a better and secure fuiure. 


And so this is the message that | bring to you today. It is 
a message of hope and optimism. But while the oppor- 
tunities are great, so are the challenges. 


Our common goal of building a peaceful and prosperous 
world will by no means be an easy task. It will require 
cooperative efforts on the part of all nations. It will also 
require more innovative thinking and approaches to 
outstanding national and international problems on the 
part of our respective governments. It will, furthermore, 
require a greater role and the firm support of interna- 
tional institutions such as ESCAP. 


It is therefore to be welcome that ESCAP has taken up 
the challenge by having as the theme for this year’s 
session “the restructuring of the developing economies 
of Asia and the Pacific in the 1990s.” 
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The most immediate challenge that confron|s the global 
economy and our individual national economies today, 
and which we all are so clearly aware of, is the rise of 
protectionism. Protectionist policies and attitudes 
threaten to tear down the very basis of world trade as we 
now know it. 


It is thus our hope that the reconvening of the Uruguay 
Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations next month 
will produce some progress in breaking the present 
impasse. It is there that we must all reaffirm our confi- 
dence in and our commitment to the GATT system of 
free world trade. Only then can we hope to ensure free 
market access and fair trade competition, both of which 
are so crucial to the national development of the coun- 
tries of this region. 


Towards this end, we, the countries of the Asia-Pacific 
region, must also take the initiative at the regional level 
by promoting with greater determination closer and 
more effective economic cooperation among us. We 
certainly have the means to do so. 


I earnestly believe that the Asia-Pacific region is one of 
the most dynamic and fastest growing regions of the 
world, possessing immense human and natural 
resources. With closer cooperation and coordination, we 
wil be in a much better and stronger position to tackle 
the problems confronting us today at the global level. 


Indeed, by working together to realize our fiillest poten- 
tial, the economic svecesses of Japan and the newly 
industrialized econornies of this region can undoubiedly 
be enjoyed by all countnes throughout the Asia-Pacific 
region. 


In conclusion, our era is one of change and vitality, full 
of opportunities as well as challenges. How we tackle 
these challenges will not only depend upon each of us, 
but also upon how well we can work together. 


It is up to us to together seize the opportunities before us. 
And it is up to us to together ensure that the dream of the 
twenty-first century of Asia and the Pacific does not 
forever just remain a dream. 


By working together, we must seek to ensure that the 
winds of change will truly usher in an era of real and 
lasting peace, greater progress and prosperity for the 
peoples anc nations of the Asia-Pacific region and of the 
world at large. 


Sitthi Makes Statement 
BK2803012989 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
28 Mar 89 p 8 


[“Excerpts” from “statement” by Thailand's Foreign 
Minister Air Chief Marshal (ACM) Sitthi Sawetsila to 
the 45th session of the UN's Economic and Social 
Commission for Asian and the Pacific (ESCAP), on 27 
March 1989 in Bangkok] 


[Text] Foreign Minister ACM Sitthi Sawetsiia yesterday 
called for a re-evaluation of the role of ESCAP and 
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necessary adjustments so that this UN regional body can 
avoid redundancy and better concentrate on issues that 


directly concern development problems. 


Sitthi made this point in his statement to the 45th 
session of ESCAP. 


The following is excerpted from his statement: 


No matter how much I want to be/ieve that we all can be 
masters of our own destinies, reality has it that we are 
merely players in the world today. Whether or not we 
will be mere drifters, adversely affected by the harsh 
realities of the world economy —namely, the growing 
trade imbalances, the fluctuaiing prices of commodities , 
the emerging trend of trading blocs, and the persistin,' 
problem of protectionism—will depend largely upon our 
abilities to tackle the challenges and opportunities pre- 
sented to us by the changing world environment at large. 


In this connection, the concept of restructuring is of the 
utmost importance. 


While we seek to promote economic development, we 
must also not overlook another essential aspect of devel- 
opment—that of the human dimension. Indeed, our 
ultimate goal is and must be the well-being of our 
peoples. In this regard, | agree with the Executive Secre- 
tary that “the neglect of social development in the 
preoccupation with economic success runs the risk of 
creating social tension that could prove disruptive,” for 
in the final analysis, economic and social development 
are but two sides of the same coin. 


It is against this backdrop of economic and social devel- 
opment that we must re-evaluate ESCAP’s role. Cer- 
tainly, if ESCAP is to play an instrumental role in the 
promotion of economic and social development in these 
changing times, it must itself also make the necessary 
adjustments. Under the guidance of member states, 
ESCAP must continue to search for more efficient and 
pragmatic approaches of tackling these new challenges 
and opportunities, for only thus will it be able to address 
the need and coicerns of member states. 


In this regard, my delegation is of the view that ESCAP 
shou'+ mot attempt to cover every peripheral aspect of 
development, but should try to concentrate upon certain 
issues of direct concern to all member states—such as 
telecommunications, coastal shipping, environmental 
management, early-warning systems for impending nat- 
ural disasters, and social development, particularly in 
the areas of youth and women. 


As the major executing agency of the United Nations 
responsible for the promotion of economic and social 
development at the regional level, ESCAP must also 
coordinate closely with other UN developmental agen- 
cies in order to avoid redundancy and duplication of 
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work programmes. Only then can we be confident that 
all the resources and expertise available to us are also 
fully and effectively utilized. 


In addition, ESCAP’s information service and public 
relations must also be stepped up as one of the major 
problems hampering its tasks is that its very existence 
and role are for the better part foreign and unknown to 
our peoples. 


Despite the valuable role that ESCAP can play in our 
developmental process, it is not a panacea for all our 
woes. In this regard, we must also promote closer and 
more effective economic and social cooperation at the 
regional level. Through it, we will hopefully be in a better 
and stronger position to resist the tide of protectionism, 
to enhance the principle of free trade and to lessen the 


disparity of growth among the countries of this region. 


The concept of regional cooperation that | mentioned 
above should be based upon the principle of free, fair 
and orderly world trade—a fundamental requirement for 
a truly open world economy. Regional cooperation 
should also be established with a loose structure allowing 
both involvement of the public and private sectors. It 
should also by no means imply the creation of a new 
trading bloc. Rather, it should be part of the larger 
picture of economic cooperation comprising bilateral 
and multilateral cooperation. 


Today | remain full of hope that we, the peoples of Asia 
and the Pacific, will complete our mission in promoting 
economic and social development. We can no longer 
afford to allow ourselves to be only drifters affected by the 
external environment. We must become the primary 
actors, active enough to be able to control our own 
destinies. 


We may not be able to fully choose our own destinies, 
but we can certainly set our goals and aspirations. 


Trade Protectionism Criticized 
BK2803014389 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
28 Mar 89 p 4 


[By Sinfa Tansarawut) 


[Text] Thailand yesterday joined other Asian countnes 
in attacking protectionist trade practices by Western 
countries, saying the restriction will hamper free world 
trade and economic development of poorer countries. 


Calls were made for more intra-regional trade in Asia 
and the Pacific as an alternate outlet for exports, which 
has led the drive for economic growth. 


The most immediate chailenge that confronts economies 
of nations in this region is the “rise of protectionism”, 
said Prime Minister Chatchai Chunhawan in his opening 
speech at the annual meeting of the Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). 
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“Protectionist policies and attitudes threaten to tear 
down the very basis of world trade as we now know it,” 
he said. 


Pakistani Ambassador Abdul Hameed Aliani said in the 
same meeting that the protectionist policies of developed 
countries tcind to 2dversely affect the growth prospects of 
developing countnes. 


Aliaii said developed countries should adjust their inter- 
nal econc mic ‘tructure rather than resort to restrictive 
measures which affect developing nations. Developed 
countris, on the other hand, urged developing nations 
to liberalize their trade, he said. 


Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila called for stronger 
economic ties in the Asia and Pacific region as a solu- 
tion, saying the cooperation is needed to resist the tide of 
protectionism, to enhance the principles of free trade 
and to lessen the disparity of growth among the countries 
in this region. 


Sitthi, however, said he was not promoting a creation of 
a trade bloc in Asia and the Pacific. 


Most of the heads of Asian delegations yesterday 
remarked on the high economic growth in the region 
while some addressed the widening gap between the rich 
and poor nations and poverty in general in the region. 


US Ambassador Daniel O’Donohue said the United 
States government is committed to resisting protection- 
ist measures that would close or limit US trade partners 
to American markets. 


“Both protectionism and excessive government regula- 
tion can only thwart improvements in the economic 
conditions that we are seeking to achieve,” he said. 


INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


But he said discussions at the two-week ESCAP meeting 
should not focus on criticising one system or another but 
should seek to identify those elements which have con- 
tributed to the economic growth in the region. 


Referring to the conference's theme on restructuring the 
developing economies of ESCAP members, O’Donohue 
suggested that participants narrow the restructuring to 
only one aspect—long-term changes in government pol- 
icles to emphasise market-oriented reforms and the 
decentralising of economic decision making. 


Vietnam also urged for more economic cooperation after 
years of economic boycotting because of its role in 
Kampuchea. 


“The positive developments in and outside Kampuchea 
have allowed us to think of and to prepare for the 
post-Kampuchean reconstruction, development and 
cooperation,” said the Vietnamese Vice Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Tran Quang Co. 


India on End of Trade Barriers 
BK 2803095589 Delhi Domestic Service in English 
0830 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[Text] India has called for finding a satisfactory solution 
to the debt problems facing the developing countries in 
Asia and the Pacific region. Addressing the 45th session 
of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific, ESCAP, in Bangkok today, the commerce min- 
ister, Mr Dinesh Singh, said that the task before the 
developing nations of the region is formidable though 
their performance in exports and debt management has 
been better in recent years. 


The minister expressed India’s concern over the attitude 
taken by the developed countries in the ongoing negoti- 
ations on the GATT at Uruguay. He said their attempt ts 
to completely ignore and reduce the interest of smaller 
trading nations. 


The commerce minister also called for removing all 
existing trade barriers so that the developing nations 
have better access to the world market. 
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Comment on ASEAN’s Future Defense Stance 
BK2803 105189 Kuala Lumpur International Service 
in English 0800 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[John Doraisamy commentary] 


[Text] Among the strength of ASEAN as a regional 
association is the readiness of its members to explore 
new areas in which common goals can be identified for 
cooperative measures. Throughout the years, different 
professional bodies and groups of academicians may 
meet to explore ways of making the ASEAN identity 
more meaningful. 


Last week top-ranking defense officers met to discuss a 
wide range of topics related to ASEAN defense and 
security issues. The founding fathers of ASEAN deliber- 
ately avoided turning the organization into a mutual 
defense pact comparable to the well-known North Atlan- 
tic Treaty Organization, NATO, or the old Southeast 
Asia Treaty Organization, SEATO. Such an attitude was 
important in ASEAN’s early years to allay the suspicions 
of the communist-bloc nations like Vietnam and the 
former Chinese communist regime. 


ASEAN wanted the focus of attention on regional soli- 
danty. Today ASEAN has come of age. It is a strong 
regional bloc that commands respect in the international 
community. Its very success has led to other regional 
bodies being established or contemplating it. There is no 
reason why ASEAN should not arrange for mutually 
beneficial defense schemes such as joint patrolling of the 
South China Sea. This was among the topics discussed at 
last week's conference. The basic commitment of 
ASEAN is the creation of a zone of peace, freedom, and 
neutrality in this region. 
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ASEAN is not interested in military expansion. At the 
same time, the sovereign states that make up the associ- 
ation are aware of the need for vigilance and the impor- 
tance of long-term stability. Among the members, 
Malaysia and Singapore have defense links with Britain, 
Australia, and New Zealand. The Philippines has two 
American bases in its territory. There are other bilateral 
arrangements for defense exercises, exchange of infor- 
mation, and other matters. 


Due to this [word indistinct], it is the vast South China Sea 
region that has to be kept under constant surveillance by 
ASEAN members. The recent discovery of very substantial 
oil and natural gas reserves in this maritime region, has 
introduced a new dimension. Several termtcral claims 
involving the demarcation of proper boundary lines and 
exclusive economic zones still await settlement. 


The presence of the two superpowers is also a controver- 
sial matter. Some object to the presence of the Ameri- 
cans »*? Subic Bay and Clark base in the Philippines. 
Others raise objections to the strong Soviet naval pres- 
ence in Cam Ranh Bay in Vietnam. 


The steady development of highly sophisticated weapons 
has inevitably increased defense problems. It will, there- 
fore, not be surprising, if at a later date, the ASEAN 
countnes decide to demarcate zones of control for more 
effective patrolling of the sealanes. No navy of any single 
ASEAN country possesses the capability to control! the 
whole region. Hopefully, the current tensions associated 
with the Vietnamese occupation of Kampuchea will 
come to an end soon. But even after that, ASEAN will 
have to maintain a sirong selected defense posture to 
deal with threats of aggression or subversion. 
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Japan 


FSX Talks Stall on U.S. Firms’ Participation 
OW 2803024689 Tokyo KYODO in English 0133 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


(“FSX Talks Snag Over Share of Work for U.S. Firms by 
Shiro Yoneyama”—K YODO headline] 


[Text] Washington, March 27 KYODO—Talks between 
the U.S. and Japan on the joint development of the 
Japan’s FSX fighter continued Monday [27 March] 
without resolu'ion, with the two sides disagreeing over 
the share of work American firms will be given in the 
project, according to sources close to the negotiations. 


Washington is pressing Japan to promise U.S. firms 
about 40 percent of the work in both the development 
and production stages, the sources said. 


But they said Japan has downplayed the differences over 
workshare and the transfer of computer technolrgy used in 
the American F-16 fighter, on which the FSX wi!l be based. 


Japan’s Vice Defense Minister Seiki Nishihiro has 
argued in talks here since last Thursday [23 Mar] that the 
single most important factor in finalizing the deal should 
be whether the deal is “good or bad for Japan-U.S. 
security arrangements,” the sources said. 


President George Bush has given his tentative approva! to 
the agreement on the condition that Japan clarify some 
aspects of the deal, which both Tokyo and Washington 
said was an epoch-making development in their bilateral 
defense relationship when it was signed last November. 


White House spokesman Marlin Fitzwater said at a news 
briefing Monday that an announcement on settling the 
FSX issue “could come any time.” 


“There's not a lot of background work that needs to be 
done, other than just say it’s been done,” he told reporters. 


The tx» countries meanwhile renewed their plecy. to 
improve relations when Takakazu Kuriyama, deputy 
foreign minister for political affairs, and new U.S. Under 
Secretary of State Robert Kimmitt met Monday morning 
and over lunch at the State Department. 


A senior Japanese official said the meeting was a get- 
acquainted session between the two and did not dea’ 
with the FSX issue which has soured political relations 
between the two allies. 


The official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said 
the FSX row was an “unfortunate” event and said the 
FSX deal was “rather symbolic” in that the two allies 
have to undergo a familiar ritual of tough negotiations 
while stressing the need for stronger bonds. 
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“But i am optimistic,” he said. “The Jenan-U.S. mutual 
security arrangements are essential for Japan.” 


A Japanese participant in the FSX talks, expressing 
frustration with the discussions themselves, said that 
damage to bilateral defense relations from the FSX 
dispute has been considerable and that the two countries 
should begin “damage control” whatever the outcome. 


Defense Minister Urges Quick FSX Accord 
OW2803071689 Tokyo KYODO in English 0345 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO—Defense Agency 
Director General Kichiro Tazawa on Tuesday [28 
March] urged a fast U.S. go-ahead for the joint develop- 
ment of Japan's next generation support fighter FSX 
based on the General Dynamics F-16. 


The Defense Agency hopes for an early U.S. decision 
wi.ich would enable the agency to sign a contract with 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Lid., the main Japanese 
contractor, Tazawa said. 


The Government has earmarked 1°.7 billion yen in the 
fiscal 1988 national budget as part of FSX development 
costs totaling an estimated 165 billion yen. The current 
fiscal year ends on Friday. 


Seiki Nishihiro, vice ministez of defense, is currently in 
Washington for talks with U.S. officials to discuss the 
FSX project. 


The U.S. is reportedly demanding about 40 percent of 
the production work in the project. 


Japan's Air Self-Defense Force plans a maiden flight of 
the FSX in the summer of 1993, to begin production in 
1994 and to deploy | 30 of the aircraft. 


Defense Official Confident 
OV’ 2403 144889 Tokyo NHK Genera! Television Network 
in“; . nese 1200 GMT 24 Mar 89 


[Report by NHK political department reporter Tomor- 
chiro Asatani from the “News Todav” program] 


[Excerpt] A certain government official engaged in the 
negotiations on the FSX issue said that due to variou: 
acmands coming from the United States one after 
anoiye:, there has been no relaxation during the past few 
months. He also indicated puzzlerxent over the US. 
move in making another demand concerning the joint 
development programm after an accord was finally 
reached anid an of’icial document was exchanged 
betsyeen Japin and the United States. Nevertheless, if 
the joint development program should fail to begin by 
the end of this month, the end of the current fiscal year. 
the funds reserved for this program would © ‘“u-fritea. 


a 
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In this connection, taking Vice Defense Minister Nishi- 
hiro’s latest consultations with the U.S. as the last chance 
for deciding if the program can be implemented, the 
government intends to work out a mutual consent one 
way or the other so that the issue can be settled. 


[Video shows reporter interviewing Masaji Yamamoto. 
director of the Defense Agency’s Equipment Bureau] 
[Begin Yamamoto recording] Documents have been 
exchanged between Japan and the United States, and the 
Memorandums of Understanding based on these docu- 
ments have been signed. An agreement was reached on 
this issue in late November last year. In this connection, 
our position is that we will faithfully carry out the 
program in accordance with these documents and we 
also wish that the U.S. side would do the same. This is 
our basic position. 


As for the prospects, I naturally feel that, just as the 
President has stated, the program will be implemented 
and there will be no changes. Therefore, the point at 
issue that remains to be settled is how our two sides can 
understand each other’s actual explanation, or should | 
say interpretations or viewpoints. This is what I feel. 
{End Yamamoto recording] 


[Asatani continues his report] in producing FSX's alone, 
aircraft industry may turn out products worth | trillion 
yen. Now attention of the industrial circles 1s focused on 
the aircraft industry, the mainstay of industries in the 
21st century. 


It has been decided that the Mitsubishi Heavy Indus- 
tries, Ltd. [MHI] will participate in the FSX develop- 
ment. ‘With the expectation that this program will be a 
big ste; forward in the development of Japan's aircraft 
industry, MHI feels all the more concerned that the 
advantages of carrying out this joint development will be 
largely reduced if the U.S. should put strict restrictions 
on the transfer of technologies. [passage omitted] 


Inflation To Be Targeted at G-7 
OW2703 152589 Tokyo KYODO in English 1404 GMT 
27 Mar 89 


[Text} Tokyo, March 27 KYODO—Japan will pledge at 

the forthcoming meeting of the Group of Seven (G-7) 
major industrial countries to focus more its monetary 
policy on curbing inflation as rising crude oil prices and 
the yen’s recent drop in value are putting upward pressure 
ON pricvs, government sources said Monday [27 March]. 


Japanese monetary authorities, however, do not plan to 
change their policy stance at the moment, the sources said. 


Japan will also call for coordinated actions among the 
G-7 countries to stabilize exchange rates, slash the tow- 
ering U.S. budget deficit and further expand domestic 
consumption by such surplus countries as West Ger- 
many and Japan, they said. 
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The Bank of Japan (BOJ) was alerted to possils. :1/: +- 
tion by a 0.3 percent rise in wholesale prices in Febrex:’ / 
the first year-on-year rise in 16 months. 


The figure, which came amid surging crude oil prices and 
the yen’s downslide against the dollar, “signals a heating 
up of inflation,” a BOJ source said. 


While the BO) is not considering tightening cred: : at the 
moment, BOJ Governor Satoshi Sumita recently said the 
central bank will keep a close eye on prices after the new 
consumption tax is introduced in April and large wage 
hikes take effect. 


The bank would take definite countermeasures if prices 
show any sign of advancing sharply, he said. 


The government will also stress that it is no longer 
necessary for Japan to serve as the “anchor” for low 
interest rates since the dollar is continuing to strengthen, 
the sources said. 


Japan will also point out that emerging fears of inflat:on 
in the U.S. are testing the effectiveness of the 1985 Plaza 
accord on monetary policy coordination. 


Japan will urge the U.S. to cut its huge trade and budget 
deficits by restraining domestic spending, the sources said. 


For its part, Japan will vow to make further efforts to 
keep its domestic demand on an expansionary track, 
they said. 


The G-7 groups the U.S.. Canada, Japan, West Ger- 
many, Britain, France and Italy. 


Finance Minister Not To Attend 
OW 2803071189 Tokyo KYODO in English 0441 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO—Finance Minister 
Tatsuo Murayama decided Tuesday not to attend an 
April 2 meeting in Washington of finance ministers and 
central bank governors of the Group of Seven (G-7) 
nations, Finance Ministry officials said. 


Murayama also will skip a meeting of the Interim 
Committee of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and will miss an annual joint conference of the IMF and 
World Bank, to be held in Washington April 3 and 4, the 


Bank of Japan Governor Satoshi Sumita will attend these 
ings instead. Murayama said he has to attend to Diet 
business at the time of the U.S. meetings, they added. 
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Mauraya=a Hiats at Currency Intervention 
OW2803030189 Tokyo KYODO in English 1148 GMT 
28 Ma; 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO—Finance Minister Tat- 
suo Murayama hinted Tuesday that Japan's monetary 
authorities may intervene in the currency market to pre- 
vent the yen from falling further against the U.S. dollar. 


Murayama told reporters after a cabinet meeting that 
caution will be needed if the yen fails Delow 133 yen to 
the dollar. 


The dollar opened at 133.00 yen in Tokyo interbank 
trading Tuesday, up 0.70 yen from Monday's finish. 


Murayama Vows to Block Price Gouging 
OW280303308$ Tokyo KYODO in English 0247 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO—Finance Minister 
Tatsuo Murayama said on Tuesday the government 
must clamp down on price gouging that is expected to 
result from a new consumption tax to be enforced from 
Saturday [1 April]. 


Murayama told reporters following a morning cabinet meet- 
ing the government must urge manufacturers and distribu- 
tors to avert using the new tax as a cover to boost prices 
beyond the 3 percent provided for under the new tax law. 


“The government must conduct (administrative guid- 
ance) strongly,” he said. 


Murayama made the remarks when asked by a reporter 
whether the government can prevent price gouging in 
view of the news that a major distributor of imported 
liquors had rejected for three weeks a request by the tax 
authorities to transfer the benefits of lower liquor tax 
rates to consumers, before finally accepting it Monday 
[27 March]. 


Resorting to its “administrative guidance” power on 
March 7, the National Tax Administration Agency 
requested that UDG Japan, the distributor, pass on to 
consumers the benefits of lower liquor tax rates. 


The distributor at first turned down the request but 
agreed on Monday to lower the prices of several brands 
of imported whiskies. 


UDG Japan said that the amount of returns it had origi- 
nally planned to transfer to consumers would have 
exceeded the actual amount of liquor tax cuts by 1.5 billion 
yen even if it had not accepted the tax authorities’ request. 


Several economists have warned that widespread price 
gouging would grip the Japanese economy and trigger an 
inflationary spiral unless the government drops or mod- 
ifies the mechanism of the consumption tax. 
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{Text} Tokyo, March 28 KYODO—The Ministry of 
Education, currently in the public spotlight for its asso- 
ciation with Recruit Co., solicited a 10- million-yen 
donation from Recruit Co. last October after the insider- 
trading scandal had alzeady sirfaced, a Diet education 
panel member revealed Tuesdily. 


Japan Communist Party upper house member Akio 
Sato, who made the revelation, called the ministry 


Nishioka pledged to exercise greater caution in the future 
when fielding financial support from the private sector. 


The latest revelation comes as the Ministry of Education 
is being probed to find out the extent of its relations with 
Recruit Co. 


Former Vice Education Minister Kunio Takaishi, 58, 
has been accused of accepting a 2 million yen contribu- 
tion from Recruit Co. last August through two support 
groups for his bid to run for parliament. 


Takaishi is also among the political and bureaucratic 
figures who raked in large profits after selling privileged- 
buyer Recruit Cosmos shares after they were listed on 
the over-the-counier market. 


Ex-Ederation Vice Minister Arrested 
OW2803114789 Tokyo KYODO in English 1033 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO-~-Tokyo prosecutors 
Tuesday arrested former Education Vice Minister Kunio 
Takaishi for allegedly receiving a bribe from Recruit Co. 


Takaishi, 59, was the | 3th person arrested by the Tokyo 


dis*rict public prosecutors office since February 13 in the 
Recruit scandal. 


FBIS-EAS-89-058 
28 March 1989 


The prosecutors also re-arrested former Recruit Co. 
Chairman Hiromasa Ezoe and Hiroshi Kobayashi, 
former president of First Finance Co., Recruit’s finan- 
cial arm, for allegedly giving a bribe to Takaishi. 


Ex-Vice Labor Minister Indicted 
OW2803114989 Tokyo KYODO in English 0845 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO—Tokyo district pros- 
ecutors Tuesday indicted former Labor Vice Minister 
Takashi Kato on a bribery charge, bringing to nine the 
number of people prosecuted in the Recruit scandal. 


The indictment, filed in Tokyo District Court, charges 
Kato, 59, with making a profit of 6.9 million yen from a 
stock transaction in return for favors to Recruit Co. 


Kato, arrested March 6, allegedly nixed a labor bill in 
1984 that was aimed at tightening the job placement 
business. At the time, Kato was head of the Labor 
Ministry’s Employment Security Bureau. 


The indictment says Kato bought 3,000 shares of stock 
in Recruit Cosmos, the company’s real estate subsidiary, 
in September 1986, shortly before the shares went pub- 
lic. Recruit allegedly financed the deal with a credit 
extended by its financial arm. 


The indictment says Kato accepted the swap three 
months after he became labor vice minister, knowing the 
shares would increase in value after they went public. 


Kato allegedly sold the shares on November 5 of the 
same year, realizing the 6.9 million yen profit through 
capital gains, prosecutors say. 


Apart from the stock deal, prosecutors also say Kato also 
was frequently entertained by senior Recruit executives 
as part of their lobbying campaign to kill the labor bill. 


Sources close to Tokyo district prosecutors said Kato 
had apparently said during investigations that he real- 
ized both the stock transaction and the entertainment 
were favors Recruit extended to him for helping to 
scuttle the job placement bill. 


The Tokyo District Public Prosecutors Office also filed 
bribery charges against former Recruit Chairman Hiro- 
masa Ezoe and two other ex-Recruit executives Tuesday 
in connection with the job placement bill. 


Ezoe, who also is under detention by Tokyo district 
prosecutors, faces other charges stemming from the 
bribery scandal, which first surfaced last June through 
shady Recruit Cosmos stock trading. 


Twelve people were arrested between February 13 and 
March 8 in connection with the scandal, which has also 
implicated politicians, senior government officials and 
prominent business executives. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


LDP To Reconsider Harrier Pad Construction 
OW2503075889 Naha OKINAWA TIMES in Japanese 
24 Mar 89 Morning Edition p 2 


[Excerpt] Tokyo—The government and the LDP [Liberal 
Democratic Party] have indicated their intention to study 
the Harrier pad construction issue through three relevant 
[LDP] organizations—the National Defense Division, the 
Special Committee on Base Affairs, and the Security 
Affairs Research Council. Whether the project should be 
undertaken by force or called off is under dispute now. 
However, because of complications involving the con- 
sumption tax and the Recruit scandal, they have not yet 
worked out a concrete schedule for the study. 


Regarding the Harrier pad construction issue, [LDP] 
Secretary General Abe instructed Ikeda, director general 
of the Defense Facilities Adminisiration Agency 
[DFAA], and the heads of the three party organizations 
to personally conduct the “study.” He thus showed 2 
flexible stance toward military base issues as comp.red 
with the conventional high-handed posture. 


It seems that the Harrier pad construction has become 
one of the important issues amidst growing calls for an 
overall review of U.S. military bases in Okinawa and the 
Status of Forces Agreement between Japan and the 
United States. The DFAA feels concern about undertak- 
ing the project under the current situation. Now that 
even prrty officials have become skeptical about the 
concentration of U.S. military bases on Okinawa, the 
issue is likely to create a stir in government quarters. 


The government and the LDP showed a prudent attitude 
toward the construction of a Harrier pad at Aha when 
four executives from the LDP Prefectural Federation, 
led by Chairman Shinjun Oshiro, called on them on 16 
February to appeal for the cancellation of the project. 
Until then, the government and the LDP had steered 
clear of making a concrete commitment. In reply to the 
request advanced by the Prefectural Assembly, Kuni- 
gami Village, and Kunigami Village Assembly, they only 
stated, “We can understand the feeling of the people of 
Okinawa Prefecture.” 


However, Secretary General Abe answered to the group 
from the LDP Prefectural Federation, “I would like to 
have pertinent party organizations investigate and study 
the issue.” Secretary General Abe then called DFAA 
Director Ikeda on the phone and instructed him to rein- 
vestigate the site of the proposed Harrier pad. Showing an 
unprecedentedly “positive” attitude, he also instructed the 
National Defense Division (chairman: Shoichi Ikeda), the 
Special Committee on Base Affairs (chairman: Taku 
Yamazaki), and the Security Affairs Research Council 
(chairman: Tadashi Kuranari) to “investigate and examine 
the issue from the party’s position.” The three organiza- 
tions play important roles in making decisions on national 
defense policies including government measures on base 
affairs. [passage omitted] 
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Okinawans Protest ‘Team Spirit’ at Kadena AFB 
OW2703 193789 Naha OKINAWA TIMES in Japanese 
26 Mar 89 Morning Edition p 2 


[Text] Okinawa Prefectural Toitsuren [United Action 
Liaison Council To Defend Livelihood and Democracy, 
affiliated with the JCP] (headed by Chairman Masao 
Miyagi) launched a base surveillance action on a hill in 
the vicinity of Kadena Air Base for one week, from 25 to 
31 March, to oppose the joint U.S.-South Korean mili- 
tary exercise “Team Spirit’89.” 


This is part of an annual campaign carried out by 
Okinawa Prefectural Toitsuren in protest against the 
“Team Spirit” exercises. 


Addressing a gathering, which assembled at 0800, Chair- 
man Miyagi said: “With landing exercises over, U.S. 
troops will now be returning to Okinawa with a rush. The 
Security Treaty is the root cause of the many damages 
caused by the base; we should further step up our struggle 
against the Security Treaty. Through the introduction of 
consumption taxes and the liberalization of farm pro- 
duce imports for an arms expansion, the people are now 
aware of the true quality of the LDP [Liberal Democratic 
Party] Government.” 


Envoy Hints at Emperor’s Visit to ROK 
OW2703090389 Tokyo KYODO in English 0606 GMT 
27 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 27 KYODO—Japan’s Ambassador 
to South Korea Shinichi Yanai on Monday hinted that 
Emperor Akihito should visit South Korea in return for 
the forthcoming visit to Japan by South Korean Presi- 
dent No Tae-u. 


Yanai, meeting reporters at the Foreign Ministry, said 
President No will be the second South Korean head of 
state to pay a state visit to Japan, following one by his 
predecessor Chon Tu-hwan in September 1984. 


Neither Emperor Akihito nor his father, the late 
Emperor Hirohito, has ever gone to South Korea. 


The emperor, who the Japanese Constitution says is the 
symbol of state, is regarded as Japan’s head of state, 
according to the Foreign Ministry. 


Yanai, who is temporarily at home to attend a meeting last 
week of Japanese ambassadors to the Asia-Pacific region, 
said No’s visit in late May will provide both Japan and 
South Korea with a chance to build broader cooperative 
ties—not only in bilateral but also in global matters. 


Asked about the future of inter-Korean dialogue, the 
ambassador said there will be no rapid development. 
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South Korea will not oppose Japan’s overtures to pro- 
mote exchanges with North Korea, with which Tokyo 
maintains no diplomatic ties, he said. Yanai pointed to 
No’s July 1988 declaration that Seoul is prepared to help 
North Korea improve relations with Japan and the 
United States. 


JSP Mission To Seek Better DPRK Ties 
OW2703153489 Tokyo KYODO in English 1359 GMT 
27 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 27 KYODO—Former Japan Socialist 
Party (JSP) Secretary-General Makoto Tanabe is set to leave 
Thursday (29 March] for meetings with North Korean 
leader Kim Il-song and other top figures on improving the 
present frigid ties between the two countries. 


Tanabe’s departure is timed to follow statements by 
Prime Minister Noboru Takeshita on the same day 
declaring a new outlook on Japanese-North Korean 
relations. Takeshita is expected to express regret over 
past Japanese actions during its 35-year colonial rule of 
the peninsula. 


The visit comes in response to invitations by the ruling 
Korean Workers’ Party after its visit to Japan in January 
of this year. JSP leaders hope the intiative will pave the 
way for more substantial negotiations. 


Tanabe plans to suggest a higher-level visit from the 
Korean Workers’ Party while exploring the possibility of 
an official government mission from Tokyo. If direct 
contacts prove difficult, Tanabe is set to propose a 
Liberal Democratic Party delegation. 


Talks are expected to touch on North Korea’s continued 
confinement of two Japanese sailors from the No 18 
Fujisan Maru and its refusal to permit Japanese women 
married to North Koreans to visit relatives in this country. 


The delegation will also propose a live broadcast to Japan 
of the World Youth Festival set for July in Pyongyang. 
About 350 representatives from the JSP and Sohyo, the 
General Council of Trade Unions, plan to attend. 


North Korean participation in a anti-nuclear symposium 
this autumn, a joint Korean Workers’ Party-JSP under- 
taking, and possible economic missions will also be 
topics for discussion. 


Refugee Aid Slated for Costa Rica, UNICEF 
OW2803015289 Tokyo KYODO in English 0040 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 28 KYODO—Japan will donate 
980,000 dollars (130 million yen) in emergency aid to 
Costa Rica’s Red Cross and about 1.88 million dollars 
(248 million yen) in emergency aid to the United 
Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund 
(UNICEF) to help refugees in Central America and 
Africa, the Foreign Ministry said Tuesday. 
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The monetary assistance to Costa Rica will be used to 
purchase medical equipment and food for Central Amer- 
ican refugees in the country. 


Some 200,000 refugees are estimated to have fled to 
Costa Rica from Nicaragua, Guatemala, and El Salvador 
to escape political persecution and armed conflict, 
according to the ministry. 


The aid to UNICEF will be used to help purchase medi- 
cine, agricultural machinery, and fertilizer for refugees and 
victims of the civil war in Angola and Namibia. 


Muslims in Japan Demand Rushdie’s Death 
OW2603 144289 Tokyo KYODO in English 1156 GMT 
26 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 26 KYODO—About 229 Pakistani 
Moslems living in Japan staged a demonstration near the 
British Embassy in Tokyo on Saturday [25 March] and 
called for the death of British novelist Salman Rushdie. 


The demonstration was the first of its kind in Japan 
since Iranian leader Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeyni 
issued a statement on February 14 demanding the death 
of the Indian-born author of “The Satanic Verses,” a 
work of fiction which has offended many Moslems with 
its “blasphemy” of the Islamic religion. 


The demonstration was also joined by some Moslem 
residents from India, Bangladesh and Iran. 


London has condemned the Khomeyni regime for its 
incitement to murder a British citizen. 


The protesters, organized by an association of Pakistani 
residents in Japan, chanted “Death to Rushdie” in 
English and Arabic during their demonstration march. 


Six of the Moslems handed in a protest note to the 
British Embassy. 


They later rallied at a park in central Tokyo and called 
on the Japanese Government to impose an import ban 
on the prize-winning novel and to prohibit translation of 
the book for publication in Japanese. 


Salman Rushdie remains in hiding under police protec- 
tion in Britain. 


Violations of Immigration Laws Reported 
OW2603170989 Tokyo KYODO in English 0813 GMT 
26 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 26 KYODO—More than 10,000 
foreigners were denied entry into Japan last year and 
more men than women violated the Immigration Con- 
trol and Refugee Recognition Act, the Immigration 
Bureau of the Justice Ministry said Sunday [26 March]. 
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According to a report on violations of immigration 
control laws and those who were denied entry in 1988, 
11,107 people were denied entry, about 2.5 times more 
than the previous year. 


Violations of the Immigration Control and Refugee 
Recognition Act increased by over 26 percent from the 
previous year to 17,854, the worst number ever 
recorded, according to the report. 


According to nationality, the largest number of violators 
were from Pakistan with 4,288, followed by Bangladesh 
with 3,233 and South Korea with 1,070. 


The highest increase rate was seen in the number of 
people from Malaysia, which increased by 9.8 times, and 
South Korea, which increased by 8 times, the repori 
showed. 


Among the illegalities, 15,970 people stayed in Japan 
beyond their permitted period, an increase of 24.8 
percent compared with the previous year. 


A total of 839 were engaged in activities not permitted by 
their status, an increase of 125.5 percent, and 116 
entered the country illegally, a rise of 13.7 percent over 
the previous year. 


The number of men among violators has doubled every 
year since 1986 and exceeded the number of female 
violators in 1988, accounting for 60 percent of the total. 


The number of women engaged in illegal labor decreased 
for the first time in 1988, totaling 5,385, 23.3 percent 
less than the previous year. 


A majority of the women were working as hostesses at 
bars and other places while most of the men were 
working at construction sites and factories. 


The places where most illegal workers were employed 
were Tokyo, Saitama, and Chiba Prefectures, together 
accounting for more than half of all illegal workers. 


Sony Develops New Superconducting Material 
OW2703 145389 Tokyo KYODO in English 1224 GMT 
27 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 27 KYODO—Sony Corp. Monday 
announced the development of a new superconducting 
material of the copper oxide lineage. 


Yoshifumi Mori, leader of a research team that has 
developed the new ceramic superconducting material, 
said it is a sinter obtained by sintering neodymium, 
cerium, copper and oxygen in an inert gas ambient. 


The team confirmed after a series of experiments that 
the sinter becomes superconducting between 33K (240 C 
below zero) and 20K (253 C below zero), Mori said. 
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In the case of superconductors of the lanthanum or 
yttrium lineage, electric carriers are hole-conductive 
between room temperature and a temperature immedi- 
ately before it becomes superconducting. 


However, the new superconductor of the copper oxide 
lineage is electron-conductive between room tempera- 
ture 300K (23 C) and 36K (237 C below zero) and 
hole-conductive between 36K (237 C below zero) and 
33K (240 C below zero). When the temperature reaches 
33K, the sinter becomes superconducting, he said. The 
sinter is cooled gradually in liquid helium. 


The new superconductor is of plain copper-oxygen crystal 
structure—oxygen atoms located at each corner of a square 
with copper atoms at the square’s center, Mori said. This 
structure is quite different from that of conventional 
lanthanum- and yttrium-lineage superconductors. 


The researcher said the development will be reported at 
an annual meeting of the Physics Society of Japan 
opening Tuesday [28 March], and one of the Japan 
Society of Applied Physics opening Saturday. 


Government Targets U Water Pollution 
OW2703071889 Tokyo KYODO in English 0409 GMT 
27 Mar 89 


[Text] Tokyo, March 27 KYODO—The government 
proposed stricter water pollution regulations Monday in 
an effort to stem the spreading contamination of under- 
ground water supplies by high technology industries. 


The move follows government surveys which found that 
4 percent of almost 8,000 drinking wells nationwide 
contained unsafe levels of tetrachloroethylene, while 3 
percent were contaminated with trichloroethylele, both 
carcinogenic chemicals. 


Tetrachloroethylele is commonly used by dry cleaners, 
and trichloroethylene is used as a solvent in the manu- 
facture of computer chips. 


The proposed amendments to the water pollution con- 
trol law, which will be submitted to the current session of 
the Diet, would ban the direct disposal [of] wastewater 
into the ground which contains either of the chemicals. 


Last Friday [24 March] the cabinet ordered that the two 
chemicals be included in a list of toxic substances which 
are banned from wastewater dumped directly into sewers 
and public waterways. 


The change makes possible the enforcement of standards 
introduced in 1984 which officials say were not rigor- 
ously observed because they lacked a legal basis. 


A 1987 survey of thousands of factories showed that 9 
percent of businesses that use tetrachloroethylene and 3 
percent of factories that use trichloroethylele were dis- 
charing unsafe levels of the chemicals into waterways. 
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According to the proposed revisions, local authorities 
would be responsible for ensuring that factories keep 
concentrations of the chemicals in factory wastewater 
below certain levels. 


The revision would also require operators to notify 
authorities in case of an accident that threatens to 
contaminate groundwater. 


Businesses that fail to comply with the law would be 
subjected to fines of up to 500,000 yen, and company 
executives up to one year imprisonment. 


North Korea 
Reverend Mun Ik-hwan Continues Visit to North 


Visits Children’s Palace 
SK2703161589 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1549 GMT 
27 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 27 (KCNA)}—Rev. Mun Ik- 
hwan of South Korea and his entourage who are staying 
in Pyongyang visited the Pyongyang School Children’s 
Palace on March 27. 


They were accompanied by Chong Chun-ki, alternate 
member of the Political Bureau of the Central Commit- 
tee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and vice-chairman of 
the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the 
Fatherland, An Byong-su, director of the Secretariat of 
the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the 
Fatherland, and other officials concerned. 


When Rev. Mun [k-hwan and his entourage arrived at 
the Palace, teachers and school children there warmly 
welcomed them. 


Lovely boys and girls tied neckerchiefs of the Children’s 
Union around the necks of the visitors and presented 
them with flowers. 


After being briefed on the history of the Palace by the 
director of the Palace, they went round circle rooms. 


Rev. Mun Ik-hwan was deeply impressed to see school 
children growing happily, fully cultivating their talents 
under the warm care of the respected father Marshal 
Kim Il-song and our party. 


Each circle room of the Palace was overflowing with the 
desire for national reunification and warm compatriotic 
sentiments. 


In the room of art of narration, young circle members 
presented the story-telling ‘“‘a letter” expressing their 
{word indistinct] feelings at being unable to send even a 
letter to the grandfather in the South. Rev. Mun Ik- 
hwan, bursting into violent emotion, cried, “I will con- 
vey the letter,” hugging them and rubbing his cheek 
against theirs. 
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At the calligraphic room, he saw the writings “Korea is 
one,” “The dignity of the nation,” “National reunifica- 
tion” and “Flesh and blood” by members of the calli- 
graphic circle. He expressed deep emotion at the fact that 
the ardent desire of the nation for reunification tightly 
grips the children’s minds, too. 


And he wrote “Korea is one. 45 years of division, March 
27. Mun Ik-hwan”. 


At the end of the visit, Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and his 
entourage appreciated a performance given by art circle 
members of the Palace. 


Meets With Kim Il-song 
SK280304 1089 Pyongyang Domestic Service 
in Korean 2200 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[Text] Yesterday, the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song 
received Rev Mun Ik-hwan of South Korea, who is on a 
visit to the northern half of the Republic. 


The great leader Comrade Kim II-song had a cordial talk 
with Rev Mun Ik-hwan overflowing with compatriotic 
sentiments. 


To begin with, the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song 
warmly welcomed Rev Mun Ik-hwan who expressed 
support to the proposal for the convocation of a political 
consultative meeting of leadership-leve! people of the 
North and South put forward in his New Year address 
and expressed thanks for accepting his invitation by 
coming to Pyongyang. 


The great leader Comrade Kim II-song highly praised 
that it is a good thing for the South Korean democratic 
personages and people of all strata to wage a struggle for 
independence, democracy, and reunification even under 
difficult conditions and expressed his full support for it. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song said that Rev 
Mun Ik-hwan’s idea that democracy is immediately 
reunification and vice versa is a very good idea and that 
democracy and reunification, reunification and democ- 
racy, form one inseparable unified body. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song said that the 
reunification of the fatherland is the supreme task of the 
nation and stressed that everything must be subordi- 
nated to it, and that the fatherland must be reunified by 
a confederal system. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song said that our 
proposal to found the Democratic Confederal Republic 
of Koryo is a realistic and reasonable reunification 
proposal, and stated that reunification by a confederal 
system can be realised at once through effective debate 
between the North and South or be carried into effect 
step by step. 
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The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song said that tensions 
must be defused in the country, first of all, if the 
reunification question is to be resolved. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song said that the 
adventurous acts of the U.S. troops might trigger a war in 
Korea, and noted that the “Team Spirit” joint military 
exercise staged by them are incompatible with dialogue 
because it is nothing but a war exercise. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song went on to stress 
the need of political and military talks to ease the 
tensions in the country and stated that North-South 
exchange can be promoted together with the political 
and military talks. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song said that for the 
reunification of the fatherland, the “two Koreas” policy 
of the splittists within and without must be opposed. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song noted that, if 
“two Koreas” are allowed, the country would be kept 
divided forever, and said that “cross recognition” and 
“cross contact” designed to create “two Koreas” must 
never be allowed and, ours being an independent nation, 
the problem of the reunification of the fatherland must 
be resolved by the efforts of our nation itself. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Ii-song said that in order 
to achieve the reunification by the efforts of our nation 
itself, he said that the nation must be united, and the 
cause of reunification must be accomplished; those with 
money donating it, those with sirength offering it, and 
those with knowledge contributing it. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song said that as the 
reunification of the fatherland is a national cause, any- 
one may come even individually, if he wants to discuss 
the question of reunification, and will welcome him. 


Yesterday, the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song 
arranged a luncheon for Rev Mun Ik-hwan and his 
entourage. 


Invited to the luncheon were Rev Mun Ik-hwan and his 
entourage including Chong Kyong-mo, Yu Won-ho, and 
Hwang Sok-yong. 


Chong Chun-ki, alternate member of the Political 
Bureau of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party 
of Korea and vice chairman of the Committee for the 
Peaceful Reunification of the Fatherland [CPRF], and 
Yun Ki-pok, vice chairman of the CPRF and head of the 
delegation of the North side to the preliminary talks for 
the convocation of a national meeting, participated in 
the luncheon. 


The luncheon proceeded in an atmosphere overflowing 
with compatriotic feelings. 
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Visits Mangyongdae 
SK2803 103789 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1031 GMT 


28 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 28 (KCNA)}—Rev. Mun Ik- 
hwan from South Korea and his entourage on a visit to 
the northern half of Korea visited Mangyongdae today. 


They were accompanied by Chong Chun-ki, alternate 
member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee 
of the Workers’ Party of Korea and vice-chairman of the 
Committee for the Peaceful Reunification of the father- 
land. 


At the native house of President Kim II-song in historical 
Mangyongdae they went round with keen interest the 
historical mementoes preserved with much care, being 
briefed on the fact that the great leader President Kim 
Il-song was born and cultivated his great will for the 
liberation of the country and the freedom and happiness 
of the people. 


They posed for a photograph in front of the native house in 
memory of their visit to Mangyongdae and climbed Mang- 
yong hill to enjoy a bird’s eye view of scenic Mangyongdae. 


Then they went to the construction sites of Kwangbok 
Street and Chongchun Street. They went round the area 
of Kwangbok Street which has turned into a complete 
city in a little more than two years, hearing about the 
exploits in labour performed by builders and People’s 
Army soldiers at grand construction sites where edifices 
of eternal value for our country are being created. 


They went round sports facilities built on Chongchun 
Street and entered the basketball gymnasium to watch a 
training game of players for a while. 


After visiting, Rev. Mun Ik-hwan said that sports facili- 
ties in Pyongyang and Seoul are enough to stage any 
games, and stressed: Let us host the Olympic games after 
reunification. 


They also visited dwelling houses in Namri Village, 
Mangyongdae. 


Watches Opera 
SK2803 110889 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1105 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 28 (KCNA)}—Rev. Mun Ik- 
hwan of South Korea and his entourage on a visit to the 
northern half of the Republic appreciated the revolution- 
ary opera “The Flower Girl” adapted from the immortal 
classical masterpiece of the same title at the Mansudae 
Art Theatre on March 28. 
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Seeing the performance with them were Chong Chun-ki, 
alternate member of the Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and vice- 
chairman of the Committee for the Peaceful Reunifica- 
tion of the Fatherland, officials concerned and clergy- 
men and working people in the city. 


When Rev. Mun I[k-hwan and his entourage appeared in 
the box, the spectators welcomed them with warm com- 
patriotic sentiments. 


Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and his entourage appreciated with 
deep emotion the revolutionary opera “The Flower 
Girl” depicting the dignity and independent spirit of 
man on a high artistic plane. 


South Dissidents, Students Support Mun’s Visit 
SK2803060489 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0553 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 28 (KCNA)}—Dissident and 
student organisations in South Korea expressed their 
approval of the Pyongyang visit of Rev. Mun Ik-hwan 
and warmly hailed it, according to a report. 


The “National Alliance of the Movement for the Nation 
and Democracy” (Chonminnyon) called a press confer- 
ence on March 27, presided over by Yi Pu-yong, perma- 
nent co-chairman, and confirmed its positive support to 
the Pyongyang visit of Rev. Mun Ik-hwan, saying: We 
are convinced that his visit will mark a great occasion for 
the reunification of the country. 


“Chonminnyon” stressed that Rev. Mun [k-hwan’s cur- 
rent visit to the North no doubt proceeded from his pure 
passion for reunification, which reminds us of the action 
of Mr. Kim Ku and Mr. Kim Kyu-sik who visited the 
North in 1948 in defiance of all sorts of obstacles and 
tricks in the teeth of terrorism. 


“Chonminnyon” bitterly denounced the fascist clique 
for resorting to threat and blackmail on Rev. Mun 
Ik-hwan, talking about a “judicial measure,” and 
demanded that the “ ‘government’ no longer ignore the 
ardent desire of the people for reunification but put a 
halt to the suppression of the reunification movement” 


Meanwhile, at the extraordinary executive meeting and 
the meeting of the Standing Executive Committee, 
Chonminnyon reportedly “set the movement for 
national reunification occasioned by Rev. Mun Ik- 
hwan’s visit to the North as a new major task of the 
first-half year struggle.” 


It also warned that if the “ ‘government’ authorities take 
a judicial step against Rev. Mun Ik-hwan, it will deci- 
sively fight against it by every possible means.” 


The progressive political alliance said in a statement on 
March 27 hailed Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’s visit to the North, 
saying it will mark a turning point in accelerating 
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national reunification by pooling the will of the whole 
nation for reunification. The visit, it stressed, “should be 
viewed as a decisive action which proves that the people 
themselves are the subject of reunification.” 


On March 27, the “National Council of Student Repre- 
sentatives” (Chondaehyop) praised the Pyongyang visit 
of Rev. Mun Ik-hwan as a very gratifying event which 
drives a wedge in the “government” attempt to monop- 
olize debates on reunification.“ It urged the “gov- 
ernment“ to take this occasion to promptly stop its 
anti-national action regarding the matters of a nation- 
wide meeting of Chonminnyon and the participation of 
“Chondaehyop™ in the Pyongyang festival, etc. 


It also stressed that “Rev. Mun Ik-hwan has devoted his 
whole life to the reunification movement.” We will 
strongly counter any judicial action against him, it warned. 


North, South Hold 2nd Round of Sports Talks 


Held at Tongil Pavilion 
SK2803053889 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0531 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Panmunjom March 28 (KCNA)}—The second 
round of North-South sports talks is open at the “Tongil 
Pavilion,” the building of our side at Panmunjom, from 
10:00 today to discuss the participation of the North and 
the South in the 11th Asian Games as a single team. 


Many home and foreign reporters were out at Panmun- 
jom to cover the talks. 


Attending the talks on our side were five deiegates— 
head Kim Hyong-chin, vice-chairman of the Olympic 
Committee of the DPRK, and delegates Chang Ung, 
general secretary of the committee, Kim Se-chin, Ho 
Hyok-pil and Kim Sang-pu who are members of the 
committee—and on the South side were five delegates 
with Chang Chung-sik, vice-president of the South 
Korean Olympic Committee, as the chief delegate. 


The talks continue. 


North Forwards Proposals 
SK2803042189 Pyongyang Domestic Service 
in Korean 0138 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[Text] The second round of North-South sports talks for 
participating as a single team in the 11th Asian Games 
continues. 


Kim Hyong-chin, head of our side’s delegation, spoke at 
the talks. 


He said that on this occasion when we gather for the 
second time with the noble purpose of giving birth to a 
single team which all athletes of the North and South and 
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all fellow countrymen very earnestly desire, we happily 
recall the first round of talks in which we mide a good 
Start and which was held in a good atmosphere. 


He went on to say: We meet out of a single desire to give 
good news to the athletes and all fellow countrymen by 
forming a single team, which could not be formed 
throughout the sixties, seventies, and the eighties al any 
cost. During the first round of talks we advanced a just 
and reasonable |2-point proposal for forming a single 
team and actively made efforts to realize this proposal. 
The name of the single team, joint training for the single 
team, the selection of athletes, the composition of the 
team, and all other proposals that we advanced in the 
previous talks were the most realistic proposals that we 
reasonably formulated in such a way as to immediately 
form a single team, while bringing an end to mistrust, 
misunderstanding, and confrontation which have accu- 
mulated between the North and South for a long time 
and while promoting national reconciliation and unity. 


During the previous talks we sincerely discussed the 
proposals to form a single team; and, as a result, in the 
first day of talks, could give good news, though rudimen- 
tary, to all of the athletes and people in the North and 
South. As we jointly agreed, signs that show that both 
sides made increased efforts to reach agreements can be 
found in the proposals for forming a single team, which 
both sides advanced in the first round of talks. In 
particular, there were many proposals on which both 
sides reached a complete agreement or which are inden- 
tical in content, even though they were explained differ- 
ently. This is a very pusitive faci that cannoi be found in 
the sports talks of the past era, this makes us see the 
bright future of our talks and be optimistic about the 
prospects of our talks. Moreover, on beginning discus- 
sion on the way to form the single team, we reached 
complete agreement on deciding upon “Arirang” as the 
song of the single team and reached a consensus of views 
in many respects concerning the flag of the single team. 
We recognize that this shows that both sides, recognizing 
that the issue of forming the single team is a great 
national task that can not be postponed any longer, 
began to open their hearts. Therefore, the people at home 
and abroad and the world public firmly believe that the 
North-South sports talks for forming a single team would 
be successful, thus greatly contributing to alleviating 
tension in the country, breaking down the barriers of 
confrontation and mistrust, and providing a new turning 
point for national unity. This makes us realize how 
heavy a responsibility we have before the nation and 
encourages us to have the sense of duty with which we 
must further push ahead with the talks. 


He said that even though we made substantial achieve- 
ments in the first round of talks, this is just a beginning 
and we must give birth to a single team under any 
circumstances and must at the earliest possible date 
break to ali the fellow countrymen the news that the 
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single team is formed. He stressed: To this end, I think it 
more important than anything else for both sides to have 
a correct stand and attitude toward discussing issues. 


What is a most important problem here is for all of us to 
give cur all for the formation of a single team by doing 
away with the conception of confrontation and proceed- 
ing from the thought that we are members of a single 
nation with the same destiny, rather than from the 
thought that we are from the North or the South. Since 
the North and the South have sat face to face to bring an 
end to the unfortunate past in which the North and the 
South vied for superiority or contended for victory, we 
believe that the two sides should not persist in their 
respective opinion and assertion as being absolute ones 
but should display the beautiful custom of respect'ng and 
making concessions to each other and that they should 
take the stand of responding to sincerity with sincerity. 


Proceeding from this stand, based on our prudent study of 
the proposals for forming a single team that the two sides 
have put foreward thus far, we are going to present at 
today’s talks an epochal measure to bring them to a success. 


First, we believe that proposals of the two sides should be 
adjusted and accorded with each other so that the 
problem of forming a single team can be smoothly 
discussed. In the proposals of the two sides for forming a 
single team, our side’s proposal includes 12 items while 
your side’s proposal includes 10 items. The contents and 
sequences of the two sides’ proposals are also different. 
This may create confusion in the discussions of prob- 
lems. Therefore, we propose that of the i2 items of our 
proposal, items 5, 6, and 8 be combined into one item, 
thus adjusting our proposal to 10 items, and that the 
sequences of the items in the proposals of the two sides, 
which are described differently, be accorded with each 
other so that we can smoothly accelerate the discussions 
of problems. 


To cite it concretely, we propose that the 2 sides leave 
items | through 3 indicated in their proposals for form- 
ing a single team as they are, because the sequence of 
these items in the proposals of the 2 sides are the same, 
that the 2 sides unifiedly establish item 4, the method of 
selecting athletes; item 5, training; item 6, the composi- 
tion of the athletic group; item 7, expenses; item 8, 
ensurance of personal safety; item 9, the establishment of 
a joint standing organization; and item 10, miscella- 
neous, including uniforms of the athletes; and that they 
discuss items | by | and in due sequence. 


Our proposal that of the 12 items of our side, the 
contents of 3 items be adjusted into one item and that 
the sequence of items of the 2 sides be unified by 
changing the sequence of | or 2 items only, while leaving 
the contents of the 10 items proposed by your side as 
they are, proceeds from our sincere desire to smoothly 
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and rapidly conduct the discussions of the proposals for 
forming a single team at any cost. We believe that your 
side will willingly agree with such a constructive pro- 


posal of ours. 


Second, we are going to present a reasonable and fair 
revised proposal to achieve an agreement today on the 
problem on which the two sides have had different 
views. In other words, it is the problem of the single 
team’s flag. In this connection, at the first round of the 
talks, the two sides agreed on printing a map of Korea on 
a white background. But, they failed to reach complete 
agreement on this problem because they had different 
Opinions on the color of the map and the name of the 
athletic team in a foregn laungage to be written beneath it. 


In the first round of talks, we proposed to use yellow 
earth color as the color of the map. This color reflects the 
characteristic of soil of our country. Therefore, we 
believe yellow earth color is good for the color of the map 
of Korea. However, the two sides have different opinions 
on this problem as well. Therefore, if the two sides 
adhere only to their own assertion, it will be difficult to 
settle the problem of selecting the color of the flag as 
well. Because we started the talks amid a good atmo- 
sphere, if we continue to argue the pros and cons of the 
flag’s color, which is not a big problem, other people will 
laugh at this. 


Therefore, as a reasonable proposal on this matter, 
which the two sides can acccept without any difficulty, 
we propose that the color of the map be neither yellow 
earth color nor green color, but blue, and that no foreign 
letters be printed beneath the map. The reason we 
propose biue as the color of the map proceeds from our 
lofty desire to symbolize the blue waves of the crater lake 
on Mt Paektu and the blue waves of Paengnokdam in Mt 
Halla, which depict our nation’s spirit, on the flag. 
Reflected in this is also the desire to symbolize the hope, 
ambition, and peace of the nation. 


Even if we do not print any marking on the flag of the 
single team using a foreign language, since the map of 
our country is printed on this flag, people will, at a 
glance, know that this is the flag of our North-South 
single team. Therefore, we think that your side also 
would agree to our new proposal to paint the map of our 
country in blue and not to print any marking under the 


map using a foreign language. 


Third, I would like to again declare our stand on our 
proposals that were advanced but could not be discussed 
in the first round of talks. First of all, I will deal with the 
selection and training of athletes and the composition of 
the team. We advanced the best proposal with which the 
North and South could conduct joint training and select 
the best athletes through this process. What we mean by 
selecting athletes through joint training is that the North 
and South can fully understand athletes during the joint 
training and can select the best athietes based on this 
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understanding. This is a reasonable method of selecting 
athletes that also corresponds to the innate tenor and 
purpose of forming a single team. 


Only when the athletes of the North and South partici- 
pate in joint training and only when athletes are selected 
through this process, will they be able to free themselves 
from mistrust, misunderstanding, and a sense of con- 
frontation, which have been accumulated so far, thus 
contributing to promoting national reconciliation and 
unity. They will also be able to exchange good experi- 
ences and skills in this process, thus greatly helping 
enhance the physical capabilities of the nation. More- 
over, the best athletes who can display national wisdom 
and honor can be selected based upon the analysis of the 
capabilities of athletes in training and actual games and 
their over-all personal lifestyles. 


However, athletes are selected in one or two tryouts; this 
may promote a sense of confrontation between the North 
and South, exercise a negative ‘nfluence upon achieving 
national reconciliation and unity, or limit the selection 
of the best athletes. 


Our proposal for composing the team is also the most 
Outstanding proposal, taking into fair consideration the 
standpoints of both sides without being biased against 
any one side of the North or South. 


Next, I will discuss the establishment of a joint standing 
Organization, the guaranteeing of security, expenses, the 
uniforms, and other miscellaneous issues. Our proposals 
for these issues are also proposals that we formulated in 
a way convenient and favorable to composing a single 
team. On these issues, even though there are a series of 
differences in the proposals of both sides, there are 
points of concurrence on fundamental terms. If the 
North and South narrow these differences and pursue 
points of concurrence, we firmly believe that we will be 
able to reach a consensus on all matters in a very good 
atmosphere. In a word, our proposal is a patriotic 
proposal that we advanced out of the sincere stand of 
breaking a deadlock at all costs in the discussion of the 
composition of a single team and giving birth to a single 
team at the earliest possible date, thus presenting it to 
the nation as a gift. This is also a just and reasonable 
proposal that your side can also easily accept. 


He said that just as sports and the nation cannot be 
separated, sportsmen who cannot satisfy the earnest desire 
of the nation cannot be called genuine sportsmen. Then he 
said that if sportsmen turn away from the aspirations of 
the nation, they cannot give joy to the nation or make it 
shine, no matter how good a record they may set or how 
outstanding their achievements may be. 


In conclusion, the head of our side’s delegation stressed: 
By holding talks, just like running races as sportsmen 
and unlike other people, we must find many points of 
concurrence in discussing the formation of a single team 
and adopt the attitude of concluding in a single round of 
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discussion matters that other people may conclude in 10 
rounds. As we did in the previous round of talks, we will 
make all sincere efforts to make progress in the discus- 
sion of issues that were placed on the agenda. | expect 
that the South side, sharing our views and joining in our 
efforts, will jointly fulfill the noble and heavy mission of 
forming a single national [minjok] team, which is the 
unanimous demand of the nation. 


The talks are continuing. 


2d Round Concludes 
SK2803 102489 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1010 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Panmunjom March 28 (KCNA)}—The second 
round of North-South sports talks which began at the 
“Tongilgak” pavilion of our side at Panmunjom at ten 
this morning ended. 


It discussed the issue of forming and dispatching a 
North-South single team to the 11th Asian games. 


In the debate on the flag of the single team, the two sides 
agreed thai a map of Korea of a single colour 1s super- 
imposed upon a white field with no letters written on it. 
They decided to study further the colour of the map and 
reach an agreement at the next round of talks. 


In the debate on the name of the single team, the North 
side suggested that the name of the team be written as 
“Koryo” in Korean and as “Korea” in English. The 
North side added that this is a big concession for 
progress in the talks. 


While paying “tribute” to the suggestion, the chief delegate 
of the South side avoided the reply, saying he would 
respond after receiving the opinion of the superior. 


For an advancement of the talks, our side decided to 
agree, by word of mouth, to ali provisions of principle of 
selecting players and not to write them in papers. 


The South side agreed to this. 


It was agreed in the discussion of the problem of select- 
ing players that the players who will participate in the 
games should be selected through a joint training and 
their number set in accordance with the rules of the 
organising committee of the Asian games and it may be 
adjusted to the specific features of events. 


Both sides agreed to hold next round of talks in the area 
of the South side on April 18. 
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Daily Assails Proposed Firearms Use in South 
SK2703030389 Pyongyang Domestic Service 
in Korean 0007 GMT 24 Mar 89 


{NODONG SINMUN 24 March commentary: “Coup 
d’Etat Without the Sound of Gunfire”’] 


{Text} Since traitor No Tae-u gave up fulfiiling his 
campaign promise to receive a midterm appraisal, there 
has been a whirlwind of all-out suppression against the 
patriotic democratic forces. 


The so-called 22 March meeting of ministers in charge of 
national security was presided over by traitor No Tae-u 
and was attended by leaders of the puppet Ministries of 
Home Affairs and Justice, the prosecutor’s office, and 
the Agency for National Security Planning. These, and 
other organizations for fascist suppression branded those 
patriotic forces—who demand independence, democ- 
racy, and reunification——as left-leaning and procom- 
munist, and cooked up a plot for suppression to strongly 
tackle the struggle of those forces. On the same day, the 
puppet National Police Headquarters [NPH] convened 
the so-called meeting of directors of police bureaus in 
provinces and cities throughout South Korea. This meet- 
ing also branded off-stage, student, and labor organiza- 
tions and other democratic organizations as left-leaning 
groups or groups who resort to violence, and ordered the 
police directors to mobilize all the police forces to 
strongly tackle their activities. In particular, the NPH 
ordered the police to conduct all-out searches for left- 
leaning organizations and underground organizations; to 
prevent books praising the chuche idea from flooding 
bookstores; to conduct all-out suppression operations to 
block places where demonstrators start, pass, and gather. 
The police were also ordered to take all of the demon- 
Strators to the police station by mobilizing the police 
forces to the utmost. This order becomes effective 22 
March and also allows the suppression police to be 
armed with pisiu!s and M-16 rifles for their protection. 


Because of the puppets’ violent and wicked measures for 
suppression, Seoul and other areas across the country are 
covered with forces for suppression; and surprise 
searches, investigations, and mass arrests and detentions 
are taking place in various places. South Korean society 
is under ‘nartial law without a martial law decree. 


When traitor No Tae-u, during his so-called special 
statement a few days ago, cited societal chaos as the 
reason for his indefinite postponement of a midterm 
appraisal and when he made the violent remarks that he 
would suppress the left-leaning and procommunist 
forces in order to stabilize society, we expected that a 
more vicious fascist whirlwind would blow. However, 
the puppets are resorting to suppression in a more 
ruthless manner than we expected. The current round of 
suppression is all the more grave because it is taking 
place at a time when guns are fired and when an 
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atmosphere of war is prevailing because of the “Team 
Spirit-89" joint military exercise, which the puppets 
started together with the U.S. imperialists. 


The criminal suppression maneuvers by the No Tae-u 
ring are a dangerous fascist act designed to again estab- 
lish such a dark military fascist dictatorship as the Chon 
Tu-hwan military dictatorship. 


The heightened spirit of the anti-U.S. cause and the 
cause of independence has been unprecedented among 
the South Korean people of all walks of life; the demand 
for democratization has grown; and, as North-South 
dialogue has been briskly held, expectations for the 
reunification of the fatherland have also grown. Chal- 
lenging such a trend of the development of the situation, 
traitor No Tae-u took out the swords of suppression. 
Similar to the October Yusin, which traitor Pak Chong- 
hui committed at a time when the North-South dialogue 
was under way and when aspirations for democracy and 
reunification grew among the pecple this is a coup d’etat 
without the sound of gunfire. T' s* the restaging of the 
maneuvers to usurp power i ©) ich traitor Chon Tu- 
hwan established a more vicious military fascist dictata- 
torship by committing the 17 May violence and the 
large-scale Kwangju massacre in the early part of the 
1980's, when the spring of democracy had come and 
when the spirit of reunification had grown. 


After covering all of South Korea with suppression 
forces, the No Tae-u ring is raving that it would prevent 
societal chaos. This is preposterous sophistry. The move- 
ment for independence, democracy, and reunification by 
the patriotic democratic forces—whom the puppets 
brand as forces seeking to create a chaos in society and to 
overthrow its establishment and to whom they direct the 
spearheads of suppression—is necessary for the country, 
the nation, progress in South Korean society, and the 
people’s existence, and is righteous. 


The people’s popular struggle for independence, democ- 
racy, and reunification does not threaten the people and 
South Korean society itself but rather the No Tae-u 
regime which depends upon outside forces and which 
seeks national division and military dictatorship. The 
chaos in society about which the puppets are talking is a 
crisis facing the No Tae-u regime. 


Nevertheless, branding the people’s righteous struggle a 
struggle by the left-leaning and procommunist forces or a 
source that creates chaos, the No Tae-u ring is commit- 
ting violent acts using guns and bayonets. This is an open 
challenge to the patriotic movement for independence, 
democracy, and reunification and a tyrannical act by a 
power-weilding dictator. This is also a treacherous act 
that can only be committed by the military gangsters 
who are rejected by an absolute majority of people. 
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Chongwadae, which is controlled by the United States, is 
a place that creates chaos in South Korean society, and 
the No Tae-u military fascist group is a culprit who 
creates chaos in society. 


Traitor No Tae-u made promises to solve the Kwangju 
Situation, to liquidate the irregularities of the Fifth 
Republic, to revise vicious laws, and to realize democ- 
ratization, as well as numerous other promises. How- 
ever, he has fulfilled none of these promises. Rather, he 
made it his undertaking to deceive the people and to 
Carry out political affairs using fascist clubs, while pro- 
pagandizing that he would develop democracy and 
sought to perpetuate national division and provoke a 
fratricidal war in collusion with outside forces. This is 
why the South Korean people rose up to oppose the No 
Tae-u regime. 


Even though the No Tae-u ring itself committed crimes 
while blaming other people, it is wielding guns and 
bayonets. This is truly ridiculous and brazen-faced. 


What cannot be overlooked is the fact that while strength- 
ening the maneuvers to suppress the South Korean people, 
the No Tae-u ring found fault with even us. At a com- 
mencement ceremony of the puppet Military Academy, 
traitor No Tae-u babbled that internal chaos in South 
Korea may provide an opportunity for the North’s mis- 
judgment and that left-leaning and procommunist forces 
must not be allowed to find a place. As is known, we have 
not tried to use or used confusion in the South Korean 
political situation. Because of a crisis facing its own 
regime, the South Korean ruling bunch took out the swords 
of dictatorship and linked the crisis to us. This is mean. 
Traitor No Tae-u must discard the bad habit of his 
preceding dictators. As is shown by history, a rule using 
guns and bayonets is not omnipotent. 


Even though traitor No Tae-u openly embarked upon the 
road toward military dictatorship for the past several 
months after lowering the signboard of democracy, a 
crisis facing his rule has not been solved but rather 
further aggravated. A rule allowing the use of guns and 
bayonets will only show the reckless desperate efforts of 
those who lost their reason and who are making last- 
ditch efforts to avoid destruction, not the high spirits of 
the powerful. 


The puppets took measures to resort to reckless suppres- 
sion at the same time they nullified their promise for a 
midterm appraisal. This has aroused anger among the 
South Korean people. Off-stage democratic organizations 
declared that they would continue the movement to over- 
throw No Tae-u after breaking through suppression. The 
Opposition parties also demanded that the measures for 
suppression be canceled. Even though the puppets placed 
South Korea under the state of martial law, the struggle 
shows a trend of being further heightened. 
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Those who are playing a leading role in the development 
of the situation are the masses, not the dictators who 
hold guns and bayonets. The South Korean people will in 
no way tolerate a coup d'etat that the No Tae-u ring 
staged without the sound of gunfire or its maneuvers to 
extend the military dictatorship, and the people will 
respond to this with a more united and resolved struggle. 


‘Foiling’ of N-S Writers’ Meeting Denounced 
SK2703 162289 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1600 GMT 
27 Mar 89 


[Text) Pyongyang March 27 (KCNA)—The No Tae-u 
fascist clique committed the vicious anti-national act of 
walking off all the South side’s delegates to a preliminary 
contact for the convocation of a meeting of writers in the 
North, the South and overseas Monday, thus foiling a 
meeting of writers of the North and the South which was 
expected at Panmunjom, according to a report. 


The fascist clique built a barricade on a pass in Munsan- 
up, Paju County, Kyonggi Province, and, with the mobi- 
lization of a large puppet police force, rounded up all the 
25 people including Ko Un and other South side’s 
delegates who were going to Panmunjom from Seoul by 
bus, and took them to the Mapo police station in Seoul. 


This supressive move is part of anti-dialogue, anti- 
reunification and splittist acts committed by the No 
Tae-u facist clique under the cloak of “unified channel of 
dialogue”. 


Postponement of No Tae-u Assessment Assailed 
SK2803063689 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0618 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 28 (KCNA)}——Growing in South 
Korea is a mass struggle against the traitor No Tae-u’s 
“special statement” renouncing “interim assessment”. 


NODONG SINMUN today says that the struggle of 
South Korean students and democratic forces including 
the headquarters of the joint struggle for the resignation 
of the No Tae-u’s “government,” consisting of the 
“‘National Alliance of the Movement for the Nation and 
Democracy”, the “National Council of Student Repre- 
sentatives” and 11 other organisations is a very just and 
righteous action which deals a blow at the base trick of 
the No Tae-u group to maintain the military dictatorship 
power at any cost. 


The author of a signed commentary goes on: . 


The traitor No Tae-u’s jugglery with “interim assess- 
ment” is aimed at justifying his sword-brandish to 
proiong the military fascist dictatorship. 


Prattling that “leftist violent forces” are trying to take 
“interim evaluation” as a “springboard to overthrow the 
system,” he threatened that “they would be severely 
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dealt with for a stable society”. This revealed his crimi- 
nal intention to stamp down at the point of the bayonet 
the patriotic forces calling for the independence and 
democratisation of South Korean society and for 
national reunification and keep and prolong the military 
dictatorial “regime” faced with a crisis. 


The traitor No Tae-u made a “commitment” for “interim 
assessment” when it was needed for power and gave it up 
when the “regime” is in danger, rather using it to remain iv: 
power. What a shameless political swindler he is. 


The No Tae-u group is the very one who increases sov:ial 
uneasiness in South Korea. 


The No group is trying to bolster up the tottering 
“regime” with a blood-stained sword, but it is foolish. 


rhe South Korean people will fight out for the resigna- 
tion of the No Tae-u military fascist “government” and 
the traitor clique will be ruined in the flame of their 
fierce struggle. 


South ‘Clique’ To Crack Dow:. .a Chonminnyon 
SK2803 102089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1008 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 28 (KCNA)—Affter issuing an 
order to fire at people fighting in demand of indepen- 
dence, democracy and reunification, the No Tae-u fas- 
cist clique is scheming to turn the newly organised “Joint 
Investigation Headquarters” into a repressive tool play- 
ing the functions of collection of information, investiga- 
tion, etc. 


The fascist clique is inquiring into various short courses 
for political awakening and their administrators and 
lecturers and brewing a sinister plot to crack down upon 
20 leading members of the “National Alliance of the 
Movement for the Nation and Democracy” (“Chon- 
minnyon”’) by invoking the “National Security Law.” 


On the other hand, the fascist clique is going to kick up a 
row of controlling 100 odd kinds of North-related books, 
making “an intensive examination” of them. 


Student in South Vows Movement Will Continue 
SK2503101989 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1012 GMT 
25 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 25 (KCNA)}—Chairman of the 
General Student Council of Koryo University Yi Yong- 
nam, who was on a hunger strike at the university 
president’s room against the installation of a venal 
professor as president and the increase of registration 
fees, defended the justness of the students’ struggle for 
democracy in an interview with a reporter of 
“HANGUK ILBO” on March 16 in the room, according 
to a KNS report from Tokyo. 
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Explaining the reason why students opposed the inaugura- 
tion of a venal professor as president, he said that the past 
presidents were spokesmen of the “government,” “Min- 
istry of Education” and foundations, not of the university. 


The “government,” while collecting “educational taxes” 
{rom the people, is not supporting private universities 
and colleges but shifting the burden of educational 
expenses on to the people, depriving the popular masses 
of the right to receive education, he noted, and went on: 


Those who have the wrong idea that democracy is 
““progreszing” need to watch what is happening now in 
our society. 


Seeing the struggle of workers and peasants for vital 
rights in different parts, how can one say democracy has 
been realised? 


De: aocracy appears to be “progressing” because the No 
Tae-u “government” is cheating people with deceptive 
and reformative steps of “democratization.” 


Amending some “laws” is not democratization. 


As to the struggle of South Korean students, Yi Yong- 
nam said: 


The student movement will continue till the structural 
contradictions of our society have been removed. Ours is 
a society where valiant youths have a lot to do for the 
practice of justice. 


This is not a matter of student activists only. The subject 
of the student movement is ali the students and it ts 
expanding even to high school students. 


What the university is undergoing today is not an ordeal. 


It is the course of a struggle to achieve what is right. 


Soviet Army Spokesman Comments on ‘Team Spirit’ 
SK2703 153589 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1514 GMT 
27 Mar 89 


[Text] Moscow March 25 (KCNA)—Spokesman of the 
Soviet Army General Staff Major Gen. Yuriy Markelov 
had an interview with a KCNA correspondent in Mos- 
cow on March 24 in connection with the fact that the 
U.S. imperialists and the South Korean puppet clique 
are staging the provocative “Team Spirit 89°” joint 
military exercises, heightening tension on the Korean 
peninsula. 


Referring to the provocative nature of the “Team Spirit” 
exercises and its affect on the situation on the Korean 
peninsula, he said: 


The “Team Spirit” joint military exercises staged by the 
United States and South Korea are a most provocative 
one in all military exercises and rehearsals staged by the 
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U.S. Department of Defence. Each ti 
were staged in the South of the Korean peninsula from 
1976, open 


times. Moutapieces of the U.S. Defence Department 
alleged that the “Team Spirit” exercises pursue a 
“defensive sim.” But, in actuality, landing operations of 
marines, dropping operations of paratroopers, strikes with 
nuclear anc chemical weapons and operations for occupy- 


ing other's territory are being completed on a wide scale in 
the exercises. 


Pointing to the demand of the Korean people for an early 
withdrawal of U.S. forces from South Korea, he said: 
Now over 40,000 U.S. troops are ensconced in South 
Korea and many U.S. military bases and establishments 


deployed there. 


South Korea has been converted into a nuclear storage of 
the U.S. Armed Forces under the plan of the U.S. 
Defence Department. Deployed there are more than 
1,000 tactical nuclear warheads and bases of fighter 
bombers “F-16" and “F-4,” nuclear weapon carriers 
which can reach various areas of the DPRK and the Far 
Eastern region of the Soviet Union. 


These U.S. forces in South Korea are arousing apprehen- 
sions among the local inhabitants and aggravating the 
situation in the region. 


Goals of Japan’s ‘Heisei’ Era Questioned 
SK2503101589 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1006 GMT 
25 Mar 89 


[““Where Does ‘Heisei’ Japan Head For?”—KCNA head- 
line] 


[Text] Pyongyang March 25 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today comes out with a signed article denouncing 
the Japanese ruling quarters for using the “emperor” to 
whitewash Japan as a peace state. 


When the “Emperor” Hirohito died, the Japanese ruling 
quarters lost no time in placing his eldest son Akihito in 
the chair of the new “emperor” and named the new era 
“Heisei” to replace “Showa.” 


They said that they named the era “Heisei” meaning 
“peace inside and outside the nation” and that Japan 
would make positive efforts for world peace in the 
“Heisei” era. 


The article says: 
“Heisei” is no more than a camouflage to conceal the 


policy of aggression and war of the Japanese reactionar- 
ies bent on militarist overseas expansion. The fact is that 
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the revived militarists of Japan are rushing along the 
track of aggression, following in the footsteps of the 
predecessors to restore the old colonial empire. 


Referring to the Japanese reactionaries’ fervor of over- 
seas expansion, it continues: 


This fervor finds expression in their distortion of history 
and attempts to justify the Japanese imperialists’ war of 
aggression committed under the cloak of “peace.” 


It finds another expression in their efforts to build a 
military power and stepped-up preparations for war. 


It also finds graphic expression in the agitation for the 
worship of the “emperor.” 


The strengthening of the tieups with U.S. imperialism 
adds to the danger of Japanese militarism intent on 
overseas expansion. 


Korea is the first target of the militarist overseas expan- 
sion in the “Heisei” era. 


The century-long history of overseas aggression of Japa- 
nese imperialism began on the Korean peninsula. The 
Japanese ruling quarters in the “Heisei” era plan to raise 
the curtzin of militarist overseas aggression again on the 
Korean peninsula. 


If the Japanese reactionaries take the line of aggression, 
following in the footsteps of the predecessors under the 
veil of “peace” dubbed “Heisei”, they will get nothing 
but defeat. 


Laotian Foreign Ministry Delegation Visits 


Meets Kim Y 
SK2703 114989 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1045 GMT 
27 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 27 (KCNA)}—Vice-Premier 
and Foreign Minister Kim Yong-nam met and had a 
friendly conversation with the delegation of the Foreign 
Ministry of the Lao People’s Democratic Republic led by 
its vice-minister Soulivong Phasitthidet at the Mansudae 
Assembly Hall today. 


Present there was Cha Pong-chu, vice-minister of foreign 
affairs. 


Signs Mutual-Trip Agreement 
SK2703 115389 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1046 GMT 
27 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 27 (KCNA)—An agreement on 
conditions of mutual trip of citizens was signed in 
Pyongyang today between the Governments of the Dem- 
ocratic People’s Republic of Korea and the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic. 
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It was signed by Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
Korea Cha Pong-chu and Vice-Minister of Foreign 
Affairs of Laos Soulivong Phasitthidet. 


Chang Chol Attends Cuban Ambassador's Reception 
SK2803053089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0525 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 28 (KCNA)}—Juan Jose Leon 
Vega, Cuban ambassador to Korea, hosted a reception 
on March 27 at his embassy on the occasion of the 30th 
anniversary of ti:: foundation of the Cuban Institute of 
Art and Cinematic Industry. 


Invited there were Chang Chol, minister of culture and 
art, and other officials concerned. 


Speeches were exchanged at the reception. 


Yang H Returns From Overseas Trip 
SK2803 111489 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1109 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 28 (KCNA)}—Yang Hyong-sop, 
chairman of the Standing Committee of the Supreme 
People’s Assembly, returned home today by plane after 
visiting Egypt, Guinea, Mali, Togo, Benin, the Congo 
and Angola as a special envoy of the great leader Presi- 
dent Kim II-song. 


He was met at the airport by Vice-Chairman of the 
Standing Committee of the Supreme People’s Assembly 
Yo Yon-ku, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs Kim Yong- 
yong, the Egyptian and GDR ambassadors and the 
minister-councillor of the Soviet Embassy in Pyongyang. 


Malian Arrives in Pyongyang 
SK2403 153789 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1526 GMT 
24 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 24 (KCNA)}—A delegation of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Coop- 
eration of Mali headed by Halidou Toure, general direc- 
tor for Political Affairs of the Ministry, arrived in 


Pyongyang on March 24. 


A delegation of the League of Korean Youth in Japan 
headed by Son Chin-su, vice-chairman of the Central 
Standing Committee of the League, arrived here today. 


Kim Il-song Sends to Mali’s Traore 
SK2703114689 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1041 GMT 
27 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 27 (KCNA)}—Comrade Kim 
Il-song, of the Central Committee of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea, today sent a message of 
greetings to Moussa Traore, general secretary of the 
Malian People’s Democratic Union, on the occasion of 
the 10th anniversary of the founding of the union. 
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Noting that over the past 10 years since its foundation 
the Malian People’s Democratic Union under his correct 
leadership has made vigorous efforts to strengthen its 
ranks, consolidate the political independence of the 
country and national unity and develop the national 
economy and made a great progress along this course, the 
message says: Our party and people are sincerely rejoi- 
cergs Over our own over all the achievements and warmly 
hail them. 


It expresses the belief that the friendly and cooperative 
relations forged between the two parties and peoples will 
in the future be further cemented and developed in the 
idea of independence, friendship and peace and wishes 
General Secretary Moussa Traore and the Malian people 
greater success in their endeavours to carry out the 
decisions of the 3rd Congress of the Malian People’s 
Democratic Union and achieve the complete liberation 
of Africa. 


Kim I}-song Sends Greetings to Bangladesh Leader 
SK2503 105089 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1031 GMT 
25 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 25 (KCNA)}—President Kim 
Il-song of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea on 
March 24 sent a message of greetings to President 
Hussain Mohammad Ershad of the People’s Republic of 
Bangladesh on the | 8th anniversary of the independence 
of Bangladesh. 


The message says: Since independence, the Bangladesh 
people have made many successes in consolidating 
national independence and attaining socio-economic 
development, overcoming difficulties lying in the way ot 
advancement. 


Heartily wishing you and your people greater successes 
in the work for the country’s prosperity, I express my 
conviction that the relations of friendship and cocpera- 
tion between our two countries will further develop, 
notes the message. 


Kim Il-song Gives Guidance at Power Station 
SK270305 1189 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0502 GMT 
27 Mar 89 


[Text] Pyongyang March 27 (KCNA)—The great leader 
President Kim Il-song gave on-the-spot guidance at the 
construction sites of the Nyongwon power station on 
March 25. 


The Nyongwon power station is taking shape at a fast 
speed thanks to the devoted efforts of soldier-builders 
who have rushed to its construction sites in hearty 
response to the far-reaching plan of the party to sharply 


increase power production. 
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Going round the construction sites of the power station, 
President Kim Il-song acquainted himself with the 
progress of construciion, expressed deep satisfaction 
with the great amount of work done by the soldier- 
builders in a short time and offered thanks to them. 


Pointing to the great importance of power industry in 
giving fuller scope to the enormous potentials of our 
mighty independent national economy, he gave pro- 
grammatic teachings for completing the construction of 
the power station at an accelerated speed. 


He taught that the construction must be comp.eted in a 
brief time by concentrating efforts on it in order to fully 
meet the daily growing demand of the national economy 
for electric power. 


He said that ihe quality of construction must be ensured 
on the highest level, because the power stations we are 
building are precious wealth and structures of eternal 
value for the prosperity of the country. 


Saying that the People’s Army soldiers mobilised in the 
construction of the Nyongwon power station had in the 
past performed heroic feats in the construction of several 
objects, he expressed the belief that they would complete 
the power station construction earlier than schedule by 
their continued dynamic efforts with that fighting spirit 
and that mettle. 


All the soldier-builders of the Nyongwon power station 
are overflowing with the firm determination to effect 
new miracles and renovations in construction by carry- 
ing to thorough fulfilment the on-the-spot teachings of 
President Kim II-song. 


Attends Athletic Team Meeting 
$x00050 35089 Pyongyang Domestic Service 
in Korean 2300 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[Excerpt] A report meeting was held at the Soldier’s Hall of 
the Ministry of the People’s Armed Forces yesterday to 
‘ mark the 40 anniversary of the founding of the 25 April 
Athletic Team of the Korean People’s Army [KPA]. 


The report meeting was attended by Choe Kwang, alter- 
nate member of the Political Bureau of the Central Com- 
mittee of the Workers’ Party of Korea [WPK] and chief of 
General Staff of the KPA; Chon Mun-sop; Kim Yu-sun; 
and other functionaries concerned along with the players 
«nd workers of the 25 April Athletic Team of the KPA. 


At the report meeting, a congratulatory message to the 
players and workers of the 25 April Athletic Team of the 


KPA fom the WPK Central Committee was delivered 
by Comrade Choe Kwang. [passage omitted] 
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South Korea 


Mun Ik-hwan, Kim Il-song Meeting Reported 
SK280303 1889 Seoul YONHAP in English 0303 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Seoul, March 28 (YONHAP)—A prominent 
South Korean dissident pastor, already stirring an 
uproar with his illegal trip to the North, had lunch with 
North Korean leader Kim Il-song in Pyongyang on 
Monday, NAEWOE press reported Tuesday. 


The specialized North Korea watcher, quoting official 
North Korean radio, said the communist leader met with 
the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan and three others. 


It said the three included Hwang Sok-yong, a prominent 
South Korean dissident novelist whose whereabouts 
have been in question since he left Tokyo on March 18. 


Hwang left Seoul for Tokyo on Feb. 28, telling his wife he 
was going to attend events celebrating the publication of 
his novel in Japanese. 


Chong Kyong-mo, a Korean writer active in Japan who 
worked with Mun at the United Nations Command in 
Tokyo during the Korean war (1950-53), is believed to 
have arranged the trip to Pyongyang. He is among the 
group accompanying Mun. 


Pyongyang Radio said there was a previously unknown 
fourth figure named Yu Won-ho accompanying Mun. 


No further details on Yu are available. 


Kim said “Thank you” to Mun for supporting his call for 
“political negotiation talks” between South and North 
Korea and for accepting his invitation to visit Pyong- 
yang, the radio said. 


“I express my all-out support to the democratic figures 
from all walks of life in South Korea fighting under 
difficult circumstances for self-reliant and democratic 
reunification,” Kim was quoted as having told Mun and 
his party. 


Kim also emphasized his determination to realize 
national reunification under his formula, which calls for 
a confederal republic named “Koryo” and political and 
military talks between South and North Korea, NAE- 
WOE said. 


Kim reiterated his objection to cross-recognition and 
cross-contacts of South and North Korea b; the United 
States, the Soviet Union, China and Japan, it said. 


North Korean radio also quoted Kim as saying he will 
welcome anyone who visits North Korea to discuss 
reunification, even individuals, NAEWOE reported. 
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Reactions to Reverend Mun’s Visit to North 


Government To Punish Mun on Return 
SK2803021489 Seoul YONHAP in English 0140 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Seoul, March 28 (YONHAP)—The South Korean 
Government made it clear Monday that dissident leader 
Rev. Mun Ik-hwan faces punishment upon his return 
from North Korea. 


“Even if he returns home after epoch-making progress in 
the cause of national reunification through talks with 
Kim Il-song, it will be cause for extenuation but not for 
on from liability,” Home Minister Yi Han-tong 
said. 


In testimony before the National Assembly Home 
Affairs Committee, Yi said the government has con- 
firmed that Mun called his mother from Tokyo the day 
before his arrival in Pyongyang. 


The Presbyterian clergyman told his 94-year-old mother, 
Kim Shin-muk, that he would return via Beijing after 
visiting North Korea and discussing inter-Korean issues, 
Yi said. 


Mun, who arrived in Pyongyang Saturday via Tokyo and 
Beijing, left Seoul on March 20 aboard a United Air 
flight. He was accompanied in Pyongyang by two people. 


Mun’s wife said the day after his arrival in Pyongyang 
that the 71-year-old pastor had told her before his 
departure he would visit northeast China to pay tribute 
to the graves of his grandparents and meet with relatives 
there. 


She said she did not know he would go to Pyongyang, 
adding that he called home on March 20 and 23 to ask 
after his family. 


Yi disavowed knowledge of whether Mun consulted Kim 
Tae-chung, leader of the Party for Peace and Democracy, 
on his plan to go to North Korea when they met on 
March 19. 


“I did not know that Rev. Mun disclosed his plan to visit 
North Korea to fellow dissident leaders at the March 19 
anti-government rally. I came to know about it after his 
arrival in North Korea,” Yi said. 


Meanwhile, the nation’s top police officer denied he has 
ordered policemen to open fire on radical protesters 
storming public facilities. 


“I think there has been misunderstanding about my 
remarks at the March 22 meeting of provincial police 
chiefs. I just emphasized readiness to use firearms 
against radical leftists who attack police stations with 
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firebombs or other home-made explosives,” said Cho 
Chong-suk, director general of the National Police Head- 
quarters at the National Assembly Home Affairs Com- 
mittee. 


On the controversy over issuing police with the powerful 
M-16 rifles, Cho said the police have been replacing 
outdated rifles with the semi-automatic M-1l6s since 
1981 under an equipment improvement plan. 


“We plan to replace 4,300 carbines with M-16s this year. 
It has nothing to do with a government plan to step up 
police power since the postponement of the midterm 
appraisal of President No Tae-u,” he said. 


Opposition parties have blasted the government decision 
to allow police to use firearms against radical protesters 
as “blackmail,” and demanded the move be revoked. 


UN Approval Needed for Mun Return 
SK2803073189 Seoul YONHAP in English 0713 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Seoul, March 28 (YONHAP)—North Korea must 
obtain approval from the United Nations if it wants the 
Rev. Mun Ik-hwan to return from Pyongyang across the 
border at the truce village of Panmunjom, a military 
official said Tuesday. 


“The Rev. Mun will become the first civilian to cross 
(the joint security area in) Panmunjom since the Korean 
War,” said the official, who declined to be identified. 


He said the communist North must first inform the U.N. 
command by telephone if it is going to send Mun back 
through the Demilitarized Zone. 


The ASAHI SHIMBUN of Japan reported that the 
dissident pastor, now on an illegal visit to Pyongyang, 
has asked to return to the South across the 38th parallel. 


The truce accord reached in 1953 says that neither 
soldiers nor civilians may cross the Demiliarized Zone 
without proper approval of the Military Armistice Com- 
mission. 


Trip Violates Security Law 
SK2803005289 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 28 Mar 89 p 2 


(““Excerpts” of interview with unidentified high-ranking 
government official with the press on Reverend Mun 
Ik-hwan’s visit to North Korea held on 27 March] 


[iext] Question: What is the government’s position on 
judiciary action against Mun Ik-hwan? 


Answer: Mun’s visit to Pyongyang was made without 
prior consultations with the government and was in 
violation of the National Security Law. Any third party 


FBIS-EAS-89-058 
28 March 1989 


who helped or sympathized with Mun offering financial 
assistance, guidance or convenience, will also be subject 
to the National Security Law. 


The prosecution office will begin an investigation as 
soon as he returns home before taking legal actions. 


Q: There was no legal action against Chong Chu-yong, 
honorary chairman of the Hyundai Group who visited 
north Korea in January this year. Why legal action 
against Mun then? 


A: Chong Chu-yong’s trip to north Korea was made with 
the approval and support of the government in line with 
President No Tae-u’s “‘July 7” declaration. 


Mun’s visit to Pyongyang, however, was made without 
prior consultation with the government, but in tune with 
north Korean leader Kim Il-song’s proposal for a meet- 
ing of inter-Korea political parties and social organiza- 
tions made on Jan. | this year. 


There is clear-cut distinction between Chong and Mun’s 
trips to north Korea. Inter-Korea contacts and dialogues 
now under way with the government’s initiative should 
be construed as acts of the state and are not subject to 
judicial actions as was the case with Chon’s trip to 
Pyongyang. 


Q: Is it true that the government had no prior knowledge 
about Mun’s trip to Pyongyang? 


A: Mun holds a tourist passport which he got in April last 
year to visit West Germany and Britain. 


Mun headed for Japan March 20 on purpose of sightsee- 
ing, according to immigration records at Kimpo Inter- 
national Airport. Korean nationals visiting China and 
other Communist countries with which Korea has no 
formal diplomatic relations are supposed to report in 
advance their trip plans to the Korean government. 


Mun, however, failed to report anything about his trip to 
China as well as to Pyongyang. The government is 
practically unable to check overseas trip plans of all 
Korean nationals unless they voluntarily inform to the 
government. 


Q: Why is Mun’s trip to Pyongyang thought to be 
disturbing the government’s unification policies? 


A: Mun’s arbitrary visit to Pyongyang runs counter to the 
national consensus that inter-Korea problems are so 
sensitive that they should be prudently handled with the 
government’s initiative. Legally speaking, his trip to 
Pyongyang without prior consultation is an illegal act 
breaking the constitutional order, as well as defying the 
authorities of the government empowered to handle 
diplomatic issues such as unification policies as a sover- 
eign country. 
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Conversely, Mun’s trip to north Korea will eventually 
help north Korea’s calculated political propaganda war 
against the south in connectivn with inter-Korea prob- 
lems. At present, north Korea is trying to exclude the 
south Korean government making contacts with sympa- 
thizers in the south in an attempt to cause internal chaos 
and unrest despite the fact that the government has the 
authority and responsibility in handling such important 
issues as unification and inter-Korea dialogue issues. 


Q: What is the government’s basic position on inter- 
Korea exchange programs? 


A: It is a matter or course for the government to play a 
central role in pushing for inter-Korea exchange pro- 
grams and dialogues for eventual national unification. 
The government has the people’s mandate to do so. 


President No Tae-u’s “July 7 declaration” and his speech 
before the U.N. General Assembly last year tn support of 
the northern policies should be interpreted as the gov- 
ernment’s strong will to promote the exchange programs 
of south-north Korea politicians, businessmen, journal- 
ists, religious leaders, artists, sports officials and students 
on the condition that such contacts must be preceded 
with the government’s prior consultation and approval. 


The government’s position on guaranteeing their secu- 
rity and free activities for inter-Korea exchange pro- 
grams remains unchanged unless their activities are 
detrimental to the improvement of the inter-Korea rela- 
tions. 


The government will continue to take stern legal actions 
against those who contact or visit north Korea without 
the government’s prior approval. 


Q: What about Mun’s activities before and after making 
the visit to north Korea? 


A: Being fascinated himself with national unification, 
Mun compared himself to the late Kim Ku, one of the 
renowned independent fighters during the Japanese 
colonial days, who tried in vain to seek national unifica- 
tion shortly after the World War II when the nation was 
divided by the occupation of the Soviets in the north. 


Under no circumstance, can Mun be compared to patriot 
Kim Ku, however. His trip to north Korea now is quite 
different from Kim Ku’s visit to the north in April 1948 
when the Republic of Korea was yet to be inaugurated in 
the south then, not to mention the political and ideolog- 
ical situation then and now. 


Mun also praised Kim II-song’s unification efforts in 
Pyongyang, speaking highly of Kim’s proposal for inter- 
Korea meetings of the four political parties in the south 
which Cardinal Stephen Kim Su-hwan made earlier this 
year. 
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Mun insisted in a sermon on March 31, 1983 that the 
only way for the nation to survive is to drive out the four 
major powers from the Korean Peninsula joining hands 
with north Korea. 


In another sermon on June 26, in the same year, Mun 
insisted that south Korean government has no reason to 
reject north Korea’s unification formula if it is really 
supported by the people. 


More recently, he argued that the national defense 
expenditures were being used not for defending the 
country from the enemy but for perpetrating the national 
division in his sermon on Sept. 14, 1987. 


Mintongnyon, a dissident group, for which Mun is 
serving as chairman, is demanding abolishment of the 
private ownership of the production means and wage 
system for workers while supporting the class struggles to 
bring about fundamental reforms in Korean society, 
which he insisted was impossible through legal means. 


Q: What is the real picture of the leftist movement 
seeking violent revolution? 


A: Leftists seem to have infiltrated by and large into 
schools, work places and other segments of our society. 
Under the banner of “‘democratic unification,” they are 
instigating various revolutionary movements with the 
aim of overthrowing the liberal democratic system itself. 


Some of them are ideologically armed with Kim II-song’s 
““Chuche” ideology as well as the national liberation 
people’s democracy ideology sympathizing with north 
Korea’s revolutionary line. 


Their ultimate goal is to construct a Communist country 
in the south. They are seeking a people’s struggle com- 
bined with an economic and political struggle in an 
attempt to drive out the incumbent government. Violent 
leftists have already infiltrated into key national indus- 
trial firms to instigate labor disputes, thus throwing a 
fatal blow to the nation’s economy and security posture. 


Visit May Trigger Crackdown 
SK2803003489 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES 
in English 28 Mar 89 p 2 


[By staff reporter Sin Hak-nim] 


[Text] A secret visit by Rev. Mun Ik-hwan to North 
Korea is triggering controversy over the pace of the 
South Korean government’s northern policy on the one 
hand and appears to be providing the government with 
an excuse to crack down on alleged leftist forces on the 
other. 
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The dissident leader’s visit to Pyongyang without prior 
notice to the government authorities is attracting partic- 
ular attention as it came at a time when hawkish winds 
are blowing in the ruling camp recently with regard to the 
government’s countersteps against dissident and radical 
forces. 


Hardliners in the ruling camp have toned up their calls 
for guarding against the reckless promotion of the north- 
ern policy toward North Korea and other Socialist 
countries with which South Korea has no diplomatic 
relations. 


Lieut.-Gen Min Pyong-ton, superintendent of the Korea 
Military Academy, called into question the hasty promo- 
tion of “Nordpolitik,” the Korean version of the West 
German “Ostpolitik,” during a commencement cere- 
mony last week. 


Gen. Min said in the presence of President No Tae-u, 
advocate of the northern policy, “The nation is experi- 
encing such a serious confusion of values that we can not 
discern friends from enemies.” 


Several days earlier, a leading rightist minister, Kim 
Yong-kap, resigned from the government post, calling 
for a crack-down on what he described as a threat by 
subversives. 


In that respect, the “exodus” of Rev. Mun is certain to 
give the government a cause to take harsh disciplinary 
action against the leftist forces who sympathize with 
North Korean unification policies and ideologies. 


After a series of emergency meetings of senior adminis- 
tration officials and intelligence agency chiefs, the gov- 
ernment declared that it will prosecute Rev. Mun for his 
“illegal” visit, if he returns. 


However, general public opinion is split over the secret 
visit by Rev. Mun to the North. 


More confusing is the conflicting response of the three 
Opposition parties to the surprise visit by Rev. Mun. 


Kim Tae-chung’s Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD] 
and Kim Yong-sam’s Reunification Democratic Party 
indicated their opposition to the government’s move to 
punish Mun, elder brother of Mun Tong-hwan, a senior 
vice president of the PPD. 


The opposition parties and dissident groups assert that 
Rev. Mun, though his secret visit is controversial in 
terms of its legality, should not be subject to legal 
punishment, recalling Hyundai business owner Chong 
Chu-yong’s visit to the North last January. 
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When the controversy over Chong’s visit mounted, Uni- 
fication Minister Yi Hong-ku testified before an Assem- 
bly committee that his visit could be justified only by the 
permission of President No which he described as “an 
exercise of presidential power.” 


The unification minister asserts, however, that Rev. 
Mun’s visit is different as it came without prior permis- 
sion from the government. 


The government’s move to take charges against Rev. 
Mun is expected to face strong repercussions from some 
Opposition parties and dissident groups, which may force 
political circles into another showdown after the post- 
ponement of the interim assessment of President No’s 
performance. 


The ruling camp fears that Rev. Mun’s visit to North 
Korea will do harm on-going dialogue between South 
and North Korea. 


Observers regard the response by the government to the 
dissident leader’s visit to the North as a litmus test of the 
No Tae-u administration's determination to strengthen 
his grip on power and act against leftist forces. 


But, it is another question that the government could not 
be aware of Rep. Mun’s visit in advance. 


Senior members of the governing Democratic Justice 
Party [DJP] fiercely denounced in a meeting of the 
Central Executive Council yesterday the government's 
failure to prevent or sense the clandestine visit by the 
dissident leader, who concurrently serves as an advisor 
of ““Chonminnyon,” or the National Alliance for Dem- 
ocratic Movement. 


Rep. Chong Sok-mo, former home minister, defined the 
current state of the operation of police and security 
authorities as “an absence of state power,” and “‘disar- 
mament of anti-Communist authorities.” 


Another senior DJP officer, who asked not to be identi- 
fied, went as far as to say that the series of recent 
developments in the ruling camp showed that there is no 
“control tower,” raising skepticism on the leadership of 
President No. 


Visit Causes itical Whirlwind’ 
SK2803004089 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES 
in English 28 Mar 89 p 6 


(Editorial: “Rev. Mun’s Visit to N. Korea’’} 


[Text] It is with shock that we hear that dissident leader 
Rev. Mun Ik-hwan flew into Pyongyang Saturday to 
meet with North Korean head Kim Il-song without 
government permission. His illegal visit to North Korea 
is likely to generate a sociopolitical whirlwind. 
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Government authorities made it clear that his arbitrary 
visit to Pyongyang without government endorsement is 
in inflagrant violation of the existing National Security 
Law. 


They appear bewildered by his entry into North Korea 
since they have recently displayed a resolute readiness to 
counter violent leftist forces, timed with the postpone- 
ment of the touchy midterm appraisal of the incumbent 
government's performance, while the government 
approach toward North Korea and other socialist states 
has become flexible in pursuit of northern policy. 


Rev. Mun reportedly stated upon arrival in Pyongyang 
that he fad iong wanied io have candid taiks with 
“respectable” president Kim Il-song on the future of the 
nation “now divided into South and North,” noting that 
he, along with six other South Koreans, was invited by 
the North Korean leader to visit Pyongyang in his last 
New Year message. 


Among those who were invited to visit Pyongyang by 
Kim Il-song and attend the Pyongyang-proposed South- 
North political parley of representatives from political 
parties and social organizations were four major party 
leaders, including President No Tae-u in his capacity as 
ruling party head, Cardinal Stephen Kim Su-hwan and 
another dissident leader Paek Ki-wan. All of the four 
political leaders and the Catholic cardinal rejected the 
Pyongyang bid, while only Rev. Mun and Paek report- 
edly accepted it. 


We have vivid memories of the excitement of people in 
the South, misled and unsettled at the news that last 
January business tycoon Chong Chu-yong, honorary 
chairman of the Hyundai Group, made an abrupt visit to 
North Korea and reached agreement with a North 
Korean counterpart on a joint venture to develop Mt. 
Kumgang (Diamond) in the North into an international 
tourist resort. 


But Mun’s case is fundamentally different from Chong’s 
in that the latter’s visit to North Korea was openly made 
after authorization by the government. On the other 
hand, Mun’s visit undisputedly runs contrary to the 
existing law, being an act denying the legitimate author- 
ity of our government. 


Accordingly, a political whirlwind is likely to arise in 
connection with the dissident leader’s illegal visit to 
Pyongyang as the law enforcement authorities have 
decided to charge him with having violated the National 
Security Law as soon as he returns home from the North. 


Mun and his supporters may contend that his visit to 
Pyongyang is justifiable for the great cause of national 
reconciliation and territorial reunification to meet the 
long-cherished aspirations of the entire Korean people. 
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Nonetheless, it is indeed a national consensus agreed to 
by all except radical students and dissident forces out- 
side the National Assembly that inter-Korean problems, 
including national reunification, must be prudently dealt 
with by the government authorities though divergent 
views may be freely expressed on the issues domestically. 


This requirement is all the more important in light of the 
stark reality that North Korea, an extremely closed 
society under the protracted despotic reign of idolized 
Kim Il-song, exhibits a uniform voice on inter-Korean 
issues. 


All political parties in the country appear to be in broad 
accord that Mun’s arbitrary and secret visit to North 
Korea in disregard of iegai procedures is not conducive 
to but rather works against a desirable approach toward 
inter-Korean problems. 


In this context, Mun’s unannounced entry into the North 
is likely to be abused as part of Pyongyang’s plot to 
disrupt and disunite the South Korean people’s thinking 
about the inter-Korean question. 


Also questionable is why and how all our enforcement 
authorities, including police, intelligence and immigra- 
tion control agencies, could not check the dissident 
leader on his overseas trip, which took him to Pyongyang 
via Tokyo and Beijing. 


On this occasion, all political forces are urged to clarify 
their ideological line by affirming either our practice of 
liberal democracy or the North Korean system adopted 
by Kim Il-song. It is really alarming that radical dissi- 
dents have run too far, almost blindly supporting or 
sympathizing with North Korean overtures, while rather 
opposing or taking critical positions on our govern- 
ment’s policies toward the North. 


Chonminnyon ‘Fully Supports’ Visit 
SK2803005889 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
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[Text] Yi Pu-yong, co-chairman of “Chonminnyon,” the 
nation’s largest dissident group, said the group had prior 
knowledge of the trip to North Korea by Rev. Mun 
Ik-hwan. 


He said Chonminnyon fully supports Mun’s visit to the 
Communist North. 


Yi told a news conference at 2:30 p.m. yesterday that he 
heard about Mun’s plan to visit the North to meet with 
North Korean officials on national unification. 


But Yi said his group had no discussion at that time as it 
was busy with the issue of a confidence vote of President 
No Tae-u’s performance. 
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A meeting of Chonminnyon’s executive members was 
held yesterday at noon and decided to “fully support” 
Mun’s trip. The Presbyterian minister is an adviser to 
the umbrella dissident group. 


“We hope that adviser Mun will return home with 
fruitful results,” Yi said. 


Yi said Mun’s trip will speed up the “popular and 
nationalistic movement for national unification.” 


He urged the government not to take legal action against 
Mun. 


Representatives of Chonminnyon unsuccessfully tried to 
meei with North Korean Communist officials on unifi- 
cation at the truce village of Panmunjom last March |. 
They were all taken away by police about 20km from the 
South-North border. 


Meanwhile, Mun’s wife Pak Yong-kil, 69, told reporters 
Sunday that he left for Japan aboard a United Airlines 
flight at 2:40 p.m. last Monday from Kimpo Interna- 
tional Airport. 


“I did not know, however, that he was going to North 
Korea,” she said. ““He told me prior to his departure that 
he would like to visit the northern part of China, his 
birthplace, to visit the graves of his grandfather and 
grandmother and meet with his relatives.” 


She said Rev. Mun called home twice last Monday and 
Thursday and toid her that he wouid return home Aprii 
14. Mun carried with him a passport issued in 1988 and 
due to expire on April 14, she said. 


She defended her husband’s unauthorized visit to North 
Korea, saying that he had been anxious to do something 
to help the divided national territory be united. 


Asked whether she was worried Rev. Mun would be 
punished for violations of the tough National Security 
Law, she said: “It is nonsensical that someone can go 
there, while some others can’t do that. Yi Hu-rak, Pak 
Chol-on and Chang Se-tong have been to North Korea. 
Why is it that Rev. Mun can’t go there? For the sake of 
the future of the country and its people, he sacrificed 
himself.” (Yi and Chang headed the Agency for National 
Security Planning and Pak is currently a presidential 
policy adviser). 


Government May Cancel Chong Trip 
SK2803074189 Seoul YONHAP in English 0732 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Seoul, March 28 (YONHAP)—The government is 
considering canceling or postponing the April 20 visit to 
North Korea of Chung Chu-young, founder and honor- 
ary chairman of the Hyundai Group, an informed gov- 
ernment source said Tuesday. 
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The source, who declined to be identified, said a decision 
will be made in discussions between ministries from late 
March to early April. 


Also on the agenda in the inter-ministerial talks will be 
the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’s “secret” trip to the North and 
coordination of North-South dialogue, he said. 


“The government will decide on the matter by April 8. 
Currently, three views are sharply confronting each 
other: cancellation, postponement or going ahead on 
schedule,” he said. 


Meanwhile, a source at the Reunification Ministry said, 
“I was personally told that Hyundai Chairman Chong is 
scheduled to visit the Soviet Union in late April.” 


Chong first visited North Korea in late January to 
discuss the development of a tourist resort on scenic Mt. 
Kumkang. 


2nd Round of North-South Sports Talks Reported 
SK 2803063389 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 
0300 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[Report by Paek Nak-pom from the Secretariat of the 
North-South dialogue—live] 


[Text] Following the Ist round of North-South athletic 
talks, which was held on 9 March, both the North and 
South Korean sides agreed in today’s talks to draw a map 
of the Korean peninsula on the North-South single-team 
athletic flag but decided not to write anything under it. 


At the start of today’s talks, our side’s senior delegate 
Chang Chung-sik in his keynote speech advanced a 
compromise proposal for the success of the talks in four 
parts: the selection of athletes, joint training, the com- 
position of the team, and method of camp training. 


Delegate Chang Chun-sik proposed that for the method 
of selecting the athletes, they should be selected through 
a tryout in all events, selecting the most superior athletes, 
and that the tryouts be held alternately in Seoul and 
Pyongyang. 


Delegate Chang proposed that the joint training be 
carried out after the athletes are selected, which will be in 
October, and also suggested that possible upcoming 
detailed problems be solved by forming a North-South 
single-team joint committee. 


After our delegate’s speech, the North’s head delegate 
Kim Hyong-chin talked about the problem of the team 
flag of the North-South single-team and insisted that the 
color of the map be sky blue and not yellow, which the 
North side suggested, nor green, which our side sug- 
gested, with no inscription of foreign words. 
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Also the North’s head delegate Kim Hyong-chin 
advanced a revised proposal on the issue of the name of 
the single-team, in which the name in Korean could be 
“Koryo” and in English it could be “Korea.” In this 
proposal, he said that he thinks that this is an epoch- 
making revision in that it does not speak for just one side 
but takes into account both sides, and that especially 
“Korea” in English was used in the sports field by the 
Korean side. 


Moreover, in the detailed discussions, the North and the 
South side agreed not to draw anything under the map of 
the Korean peninsula on the North-South Korea single- 
team athletics flag. This is the second mutual agreement 
after both sides decided on “*Arirang” as the official team 
song during the Ist round of talks. 


‘Amicable’ Talks End 
SK2803074789 Seoul YONHAP in English 0735 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Panmunjom, Korea, March 28 (YONHAP)— 
Sports officials from South and North Korea, inching 
resolutely closer toward forming a single Korean team to 
compete in the 1990 Asian games, agreed Tuesday on the 
design of the team flag as well as on how to select athletes 
for the team. 


Meeting for the first time since they agreed on the old 
Korean folksong “Arirang” as the team song 20 days ago, 
the two sides decided to postpone discussion on the 
name of the team. 


The third round of talks will be held on April 18 at the 
South Korean pavilion in this truce village. 


During an amicable three-hour meeting, South Korean 
delegates accepted a North Korean proposal to drop the 
English name of the team from the team flag and offered 
to choose the color of the flag later. 


The South Korean side accepted a North Korean pro- 
posal to train athletes from each side together and then 
select members of the joint team through trials. 


Pyongyang agreed to Seoul’s proposal that each side 
should send a full complement of athletes eligible for 
each event in the Beijing games to the joint training, 
where they will be whittled down to the best performers 
in each category regardless of which side of the border 
they come from. 


They also agreed that the joint team should compete in 
every event in the games. 


Agreement eluded the two sides, however, on the South 
Korean proposal to hold more than one trial—alter- 
nately in South and North Korea—and to complete 
selection of the joint team before June 22, the deadline 
for entries. 
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North Korean delegates proposed naming the team 
“Koryo” in Korean and “Korea” in English, but South 
Korean delegates put off discussion until later. 


Publishers of Pro-North Books Arrested 
SK2803022289 Seoul YONHAP in English 0219 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Seoul, March 28 (YONHAP)—Prosecutors and 
police confiscated thousands of pro-North Korean 
books, viewed officially as subversive, and arrested 11 
publishers Monday right in a drive against 'eft-leaning 
and pro-communist movements, a prosecution spokes- 
man said Tuesday. 


Under seizure and search warrants, they raided publish- 
ing agencies and bookshops and seized more than 3,000 
books, some of them copies of North Korean originals, 
the spokesman said, 


The crackdown came amid the government's toughening 
of its stand against leftist tendencies in the country and 
a growing uproar over a dissident clergyman’s secret visit 
to North Korea. 


The government, angered by the Rev. Mun Ik-hwan’s 
illegal visit to Pyongyang, said it will arrest the 71-year- 
old Presbyterian pastor on charges of violating the 
National Security Law if he returns. 


The prosecution is now interrogating the publishers 
about how they obtained the North Korean originals and 
will formally arrest them on Nationai Security Law 
charges, the spokesman said. 


Rogachev on ning Economic Ties 
SK2803063089 Seoul YONHAP in English 0541 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Bangkok, March 28 (YONHAP)—Soviet Deputy 
Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev admitted Monday his 
country intends to strengthen economic cooperation 
with South Korea but denied any plans to normalize 
relations with the capitalist Asian nation. 


Rogachev, in an exclusive interview with YONHAP 
NEWS AGENCY of South Korea, said he believes a 
planned exchange of trade offices between the Soviet 
Chamber of Commerce and the state-run Korea Trade 
Promotion Corp. (KOTRA) will contribute to improving 
economic ties between the two countries. 


The Soviet Union hopes to promote trade and joint 
investment with South Korea but it does not have any 
plans to establish diplomatic relations with South Korea 
under the present circumstances, he said. 


Communist North Korea and the Soviet Union have 
been close allies since the Korean peninsula was divided 
for ideological reasons soon after liberation in 1945 from 
Japanese colonial rule. 
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On the Korean problem, the Soviet official said his 
country supports inter-Korea dialogue as a means of 
reducing tension and ensuring peace on the Korean 
peninsula. 


Rogachev refused to comment on the North Korea- 
proposed “tripartite” talks, which envisage an inter- 
Korea meeting with the United States attending. He 
stressed, however, that stability on the peninsula is 
essential to the peace and prosperity of the Asia-Pacific 


region. 


Meanwhile, Rogachev, the leader of .he Soviet delega- 
tion to the 45th General Meeting of the U.N. Economic 
and Sociai Commission of Asia and Pacific (ESCAP), 
spoke briefly with South Korean foreign Minister Choe 
Ho-chung at a reception given by Thai Foreign Minister 
Sitthi Sawetsilla Monday for delegates to the meeting. 


In the meeting, which lasted for about 10 minutes, Choe 
talked about his plan to visit Hungary and attend a 
reception to mark the normalization of Korea-Hungary 
relations. 


Choe expressed a wish to have a commemorative cere- 
mony for the exchange of Soviet and Korean trade 
offices at an early date, and Rogachev said he had a 
similar wish, asking when KOTRA would be able to 
open its office in Moscow. 


At one point during his meeting with Choe, Rogachev 
turned to a nearby Thai Government official and asked, 
“Now South Korean journalists are visiting Moscow. 
Why is it that Thailand does not send journalists to 
Moscow?” 


Choe’s meeting that day was his first known contact with 
a senior Soviet Foreign Ministry official. 


University Head Outlines Exchange With USSR 
SK2503063689 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES 
in English 25 Mar 89 p 3 


[Article by staff reporter Ko Chik-man: “ROK, Soviet 
Scholars To Trace Historical Roots of Khabarovsk; First 
Such Academic Exchange”’] 


[Excerpts] Scholars and students in South Korea and the 
Soviet Union will launch joint academic research this 
summer to track down the historical roots of the early 
relations of the two countries in the Soviet Far Eastern 
city of Khabarovsk. 


This was revealed by Pak Chae-kyu, president of Kyon- 
gnam University, who pioneered a series of agreements 
on academic exchanges with leading Soviet institutes. 


“As part of the summer exchange program, Korean 
scholars and students are scheduled to visit Khabarovsk 
City, where historical relics of the Koguryo Kingdom 
still remain,” Pak told THE KOREA TIMES yesterday. 
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The joint research is a single item included in the 
agreements which were reached by Pak and the director 
of the Khabarovsk Pedagogical Institute. 


The pedagogical school is one of three prestigious Soviet 
institutes with which Pak has signed the agreements of 
academic exchanges during his March 6-14 trip to major 
Soviet cities. 


The Institute for Far Eastern Studies at Kyongnam 
University has arrived at the academic exchange agree- 
ments with the Institute of Oriental Studies at the USSR 
Academy of Sciences and the Far East State University 
of Vladivostok. 


It was the first kind of agreement on academic exchanges 
ever to be signed between Korea and the Soviet Union, 
which have no diplomatic ties, although there have been 
growing contacts in non-political fields. 


Under the agreements, the Kyongnam University’s insti- 
tute and the Institute of Oriental Studies will exchange 
information and scholars specializing in East Asian 
affairs. 


The agreements with the K \abarovsk Pedagogical Insti- 
tute and the Far East State University of Vladivostok call 
for student exchanges and joint research projects, in 
addition to exchanges of scholars and academic work. 


“The joint research projects may be given priority as the 
region borders the Korean peninsula,” observed Pak, 
who also heads the Seoul-based Institute. [passage omit- 
ted] 


“Instead of a program for Korean students to visit 
Moscow or Leningrad,” he suggested to his Soviet part- 
ners the joint academic research to dig up the almost 
forgotten historical links between the two countries. And 
they nodded his suggestion, he said. 


Pak, who has authored 12 books on Far Eastern studies 
and inter-Korean research, plans to invite Korean affairs 
specialists at the Soviet Academy of Sciences, including 
M.S. Kapitsa, director of the Institute of Oriental Studies 
and deputy director Georgiy Kim, to Korea. [passage 
omitted] 


Pak, top administrator at Kyongnam University in 
Masan, Kyongsangnam-to, fought for two years in prep- 
aration to open up academic exchanges with the Soviets. 


“I hope that the bilateral academic exchanges may 
provide the solid ground for full-pledged bilateral part- 
nership despite our ideological differences,” he con- 
cluded. 
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‘Encouraging Signs’ on Fate of Sakhalin Koreans 
SK2503030789 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
25 Mar 89 p 8 


[Editorial: “Koreans in Sakhalin’’} 


[Text] Encouraging signs have emerged from the Soviet 
Union and Japan on the fate of Koreans stranded on the 
island of Sakhalin for the past four decades and more. 
We hope these signs will evolve into practical actions to 
enable visits and immigration to their motherland. 


Japan has proposed Red Cross talks with the Soviet 
Union and south Korea on reunions between ethnic 
Koreans on the Soviet-held island and their reiatives in 
south Korea. The Soviet Union has reportedly shown 
positive reactions to the proposal. What is more, the 
Soviet side has expressed willingness to allow south 
Koreans to visit Sakhalin on tourist visas. 


Approximately 35,000 ethnic Koreans are known to be 
living on the isolated island in the northern Pacific. Most 
of them were taken there as members of a work corps 
recruited and forcibly mobilized by Japanese colonial 
authorities during World War II. Since the war's end, 
they have been denied the rights to visit, or return to, 
Korea, an inhumanitarian treatment of civilians dis- 
placed against their will. 


The latest development came during the recent Japa- 
nese-Soviet diplomatic contacts by working-level offi- 
cialis in Tokyo. Lyudvig Chizhov who is in charge of 
Pacific and Asian affairs at the Soviet Foreign Ministry 
was reported to have expressed a rather liberal and 
sympathetic attitude toward the fate of Koreans on 
Sakhalin. 


We vividly recall how the pathetic case of Koreans on 
Sakhalin was dramatized last summer when a 79-year- 
old Korean came home to Seoul after an absence of 45 
long years. He was one of the few Koreans who had the 
good fortune to be allowed an exit permit to return 
home. 


The languorous times they went through might have 
been more bearable had they been afforded the hope of 
returning to their native land and reuniting with their 
families, from whom they had been forcibly separated. 


The restructuring and openness of Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev's policy will hopefully lead, as has been 
indicated, to providing better chances for Korean expa- 
triates to visit Korea or return for good. The homecom- 
ing of a handful of Sakhalin Koreans so far owes much to 
the vigorous efforts of a human rights group here. The 
Japanese government is called upon to do more in 
persuading Moscow to restore their freedom of move- 
ment and domicile, given Japan’s primary accountabil- 
ity for the tragic situation. A knot has to be undone by 
the one who had tied it. The Soviets, on their part, are 
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looked upon to settle soon, for the sake of humanitari- JSP delegation, to be composed of about 200 to 300 
anism, the tragic legacy of World War II suffered by |= members, to an international youth and student festival 
those Koreans by no fault of their own. to be held in Pyongyang in July. 


Concerning possible economic assistance to north 
Athletes To Compete in Seoul Meet Korea, Tanabe said, “It may not be the level of economic 


: cooperation we have with the Republic of Korea. But | 
tise FOS HONEA TEMES ie Eagle think north Korea may want cooperation with regard to 


the compensation (for Japan’s colonial rule of Korea in 


[Text] Koreans living in Sakhalin will be included on the “N€ Past)-" 


team that will be despatched to the Athletic Meet for : , :; ; 
; Tanabe said that Japanese industrial and economic 
Overseas Koreans scheduied to be held in September this circles are interested in his give to the north, he said it is 


year, it was learned yesterday. necessary for Japan to apologize for its colonial rule of 
the Korean peninsula and for the “sacrifices” inflicted 


According to the Sports Ministry, Soviet authorities 5 ine neighboring country during the period. 


have agreed to permit Koreans in the Soviet Union to 
attend the sports meet on the condition that participants 
should be confined to those who hold Soviet nationality. Local Economic Development Compared to Japan's 
Concerned officials of the ministry returned home after yey pay A wy KOREA TIMES 
consulting with Soviet sports officials over letting Kore- 8 P 


ans living in various parts of the Soviet Union partici- (“Economic Forum” column by Yi Han-ku, managi 
; -KU, aging 
pate in the sports meet in Seoul. editor of Daewoo Research Institute: “Korea Faces 


The number of Koreans to be dispatched from the region Rougher Path Than Japan") 


will number around 150 and with most of them from a al ' 

Tashkent and Almaata. [Text] There is widespread belief, even among Koreans, 
that Korea is a second Japan. Comparing the develop- 

Ministry officials were also learned to have consulted _‘ Ment history of recent Korea with that of Japan 20 years 


with Koreans in the region on ways of selecting athletes 280, we would easily find many similarities from the 
for the Seoul sports meet. basic way of thinking to government policies. However, 


we are more Curious whether in the coming decade, 


Soviet authorities also promised to render total support Korea will take the same path that Japan took after the 
for issuing the necessary documents for their travel to | Tokyo Olympics. 

Seoul, the ministry said. . 

First, let’s compare the international environment for 
However, the ministry added, the matter of transporting Japan 20 years ago and for Korea in the coming decade. 
the team from the region either by chartered plane or b In international politics of the 1960s and 70s Cold War 
ship has yet to be decided. was led by the United States and the Soviet Union, while 


Red China and India emerged as leaders of the Third 
World. Japan at this time remained a close ally of the 


Japan Socialists Seek Liaison Office in North U.S. whose top priority in foreign policy was to 
SK2503040589 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD strengthen political alliances for containment of commu- 
in English 25 Mar 89 p 1 nism. Therefore, Japan could enjoy various benefits 


under the U.S. umbrella without shouldering any of the 
[Text] Tokyo (YONHAP)—A leading Japan Socialist responsibilities as a member of the free world. 
Party [JSP] official said Friday that he will discuss the 
opening of a liaison office when he visits Pyongyang late But in the 1990s, Korea will have to shoulder much more 
this month to help promote exchanges between Japan _— burden as a member of the free world. With the decline 
and north Korea. of hegemonic powers amidst increasing worldwide eco- 
nomic competitions, the emerging NICs will be viewed 
Makoto Tanabe, former JSP secretary-general, said he as competitors rather than allies or friends. 
will discuss the matter when he meets with Kim Il-song 
and other north Korean leaders. Tanabe leaves for | What about the international economy? In the 1960s and 
Pyongyang March 30, leading a Socialist Party delega- § 70s, the world pursued a freer trade system, resulting in 
tion. sharp increases in trade volume particularly of manufac- 
turing goods. Thus, the world economy grew 5 percent 
In an interview with the YOMIURI and MAINICHI _ with relatively mild inflation and low oil prices. Japan 
dailies, Tanabe said he also plans to talk about the might well take advantage of this environment for their 
dispatch of an economic delegation to the north, reduc- _— growth. In addition, the Vietnam War contributed to the 
tion of tariffs on north Korean products and sending a _ special export boom in Japan. 
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In contrast to this favorable situation for Japan, Korea 
will face increasing protectionism and growing demand 
for market opening of even service and agricultural 
items, which will entail more time and social costs to 
accommodate than manufacturing goods. Furthermore, 
Korea will face a more volatile international monetary 
system with higher risks than one which existed with the 
fixed exchange rate system in the 60s. 


Taking the above factors into consideration we can 
conclude that Japan 20 years ago was facing a more 
favorable international environment than Korea in the 
preseni period. 


Secondly, let’s look at domestic environments. At the 
time of the Olympics, the two countries had almost the 
same level of per capita income, key industrial material 
production and social overhead capital. Also, the indus- 
trial structure of both countries was nearly identical. 


Japan, severely troubled by internal conflicts among 
different interest groups during the post Olympic period, 
was forced to switch their growth-oriented policies in 
favor of welfare-oriented policies in order to insure 
social stability. 


Japan had to make great efforts to control active nation- 
alist and leftist movements which were challenging the 
authority of the established social system. In addition, 
domestic social unrest was aggravated by foreign pres- 
sures to open domestic markets and carry out liberaliza- 
tion policies. 


These types of social and economic turmoils are also 
anticipated in Korea. However, there are important 
differences between Korea and Japan. The Korean expo- 
sure to foreign shocks will be greater since Korea’s trade 
to GNP ratio is 4 times greater than the Japanese ratio. 
And the advanced countries’ demand to open domestic 
markets will require greater structural changes and put a 
heavier burden on the Korean government than for the 
Japanese who had to adjust to opening only manufac- 
tured goods markets. Furthermore, fundamentally 
changing external shocks and the recent trend of syn- 
chronized globalization causing stronger demand for 
equality wiil create more instability in Korea. These 
differences will cause Korea to achieve lower economic 
and export growth in the next decade. 


Lastly, although Korea’s labor cost increase rate is 
expected to be as high as that of Japan, Korea’s lower 
savings ratio and deregulation policy will cause higher 
real interest rates than in Japan. And increased volatility 
of the exchange rate due to international deregulation 
and an active capital liberalization policy in Korea will 
require Korean corporations to absorb more cost-push 
factors and to take stricter disciplinary actions than 
Japanese equivalents have done. 
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Firms Make Turkey ‘Forward Post’ for Trade 
SK2503055889 Seoul YONHAP in English 0530 GMT 
25 Mar 89 


[Text] Seoul, March 25 (YONHAP)}—Two South 
Korean electronics giants are making Turkey their for- 
ward post for forays into Europe and the Middle East in 
response to trade restrictions and rising domestic pro- 
duction costs. 


Samsung Electronics Co. has set up a joint venture with 
Ortadogu Co. to produce color television sets in Turkey, 
a Samsung Official said Saturday. 


Goldstar, another Korean electronics company, estab- 
lished a joint venture last May with Vestel Electronics 
A.S. to manufacture 200,000 electronic ranges a year. 


Samsung established its joint venture, Samsung Elec- 
tronics Ticaret A.S., on March 24 by buying 20 percent 
of the equity of the Turkish company, an affiliate of 
Tatis Group. 


One of the biggest electronics companies in Korea, 
Samsung plans to invest 5 million dollars by 1991 to 
acquire a 51 percent equity stake, the official said. 


The company, located in the Izmir industrial complex, 
will produce 200,000 color TV sets this year and 400,000 
sets annually from next year, the official said. 


Production of video cassette recorders, audio equip- 
ment, computers and industrial equipment will begin in 
the near future. 


All the products will be produced under the brand name 
of Samsung, the official said. 


Goldstar’s joint venture company in Manisa City near 
Istanbul, called Vestel-Goldstar Co., is 75 percent 
Korean equity and 25 percent Turkish. It will also 
produce color TV and VTR [video tape recorders] for 
export to Europe and the Middle east, a Goldstar official 
said. 


Market To Accept 268 Foreign Farm Products 
SK260304 1689 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
26 Mar 89 p I 


[Text] Korea will open its market to 268 foreign farm, 
livestock and fishery products for the 1989-1991 period, 
informed government sources said yesterday. 


The sources said that import restrictions will be lifted for 
85 items, including canned strawberries, duck meat and 
peanut oil, this year and for 91 items, including wheat, 
corn, wine and pine juice, next year. In 1991, the market 
will be open to 92 products, including bean, pineapple 
and whiskey. 
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To minimize the damages the farming and fishing house- 
holds will suffer from the agricultural and fisheries 
market opening, the government will secure 228 billion 
won by 1991 that will be used as subsidies for farmers 
and fishermen in case of production reduction and price 
drops. The fund will also be used for loans to those who 
want the money to cultivate other types of crops. 


The market opening schedule, mapped out by the Eco- 
nomic Planning Board in cooperation with the Agricul- 
ture, Forestry and Fisheries Ministry and tne Trade- 
Industry Ministry, will be officially announced soon 
after receiving presidential approval. 


The market opening timetable contained 74 of the total 
127 items Washington was interested in. 


Trade-Industry Minister Han Sung-su is to brief the U.S. 
Trade Representative on the market opening schedule 
during his visit to the United States next month and 
request that Washington not designate Korea as a “pri- 
ority” nation for negotiations. 


The sources said that the government originally planned 
to open the market to 180-190 items but sharply 
increased the number to 268, giving in to strong United 
States pressure. 


The 268 items break down to 25 types of grains, includ- 
ing wheat, corn and bean; 19 fruits, including pineapple, 
melon and kiwi; 24 livestock products, including veni- 
son, duck meat and mutton; and 10 kinds of feed, 
including alfalfa, compound feed and bean cake. 


Burma To Open Embassy in Seoul 27 Mar 
eg Seoul YONHAP in English 0633 GMT 
5 Mar 89 


[Text] Seoul, March 25 (YONHAP) - Burma will open its 
embassy here on Monday, the Foreign Ministry said 
Saturday. 


The new embassy to be set up at the Swiss Grand Hotel 
will be headed by U Aye Kyin, director of the Burmese 
First Industry Ministry’s Industrial Planning Bureau, the 
ministry said. 


U will take up his Seoul post in late April. 


So far the Burmese ambassador to Japan has been 
concurrently accredited to South Korea. 


No Vetoes 4 Bills Including Local Autonomy Bill 
SK2503054889 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 25 Mar 89 p 2 


[Text] President No Tae-u returned four bills including 
local autonomy and medical insurance legislation to the 
Office of Legislation yesterday after invoking presiden- 
tial vetoes against the measures which were passed 
through the extra session of the National Assembly by 
the three opposition parties. 
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Two other bills killed by presidential veto concerned 
trade union and labor dispute arbitration. 


Paper Views Veto 
SK2603032989 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES 
in English 26 Mar 89 p 6 


[Editorial: “Presidential Vetoes”] 


[Text] Four bills which had passed the National Assem- 
bly were vetoed by the President Friday and will be 
returned to the Assembly for reconsideration. President 
No Tae-u, of course, only involved his right to veto as 
provided in the Constitution. He did nothing wrong on 
this. 


Notwithstanding, his invocation of the presidential veto 
has occurred too often. The President has turned down a 
total of six bills since he took office Ferbruary last year. 
This trend is quite a change from the past. 


The constitutional provision of presidential veto rights is 
to maintain a system of check and balance between the 
three branches of government, and between the admin- 
istration and legislature in particular. Significance is 
added with the birth of the new political structure 
characterized by an opposition-dominated parliament 
and comparatively weaker administration. 


When President No exercised his right of veto against an 
opposition-sponsored amendment bil! stipulating the 
parliamentary issuance of writs of forceful summons this 
July, the public received it with shock apparently 
because there had never been a precedent for this during 
the past three decades. Under the rules of former presi- 
dents Pak Chong-hui and Chon Tu-hwan, the ruling 
party-dominated Assembly had an absolute majority of 
the lawmakers capable of putting bills through the legis- 
lature single-handedly and thus the provision of the 
presidential veto was virtually a dead letter. 


No’s veto of the second bill providing for compensation 
for government officials unreasonably dismissed during 
the past regime drew some negative reactions from the 
public, though the reason for its rejection is the difficulty 
posed by the disbursement of the national budget. 


However, the latest veto of the four bills in a package has 
naturally come under severe fire especially because two 
of the four bills were unanimously approved by the 
National Assembly with the participation of the ruling 
party legislators. The two bills are amendments to the 
National Medical Insurance Law and Labor Dispute 
Arbitration Law. 


Unconvincing is this veto when it is noted that the two 
amendment bills were deliberated in the pertinent 
Assembly standing committees with attendance of the 
responsible government officials concerned and after full 
consultations with them. 
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The government’s belated excuse is that it had found 
some problems in the bills that must be corrected. The 
unprincipled government stand not surprisingly pro- 
voked the furor of the opposition parties, while the 
ruling party members were put in an awkward situation. 


Before starting parliamentary action on the proposed 
bills, the government and its party should have sought 
adjustment of their views. The pre<idential rejection of 
the bills passed through bipartisan agreement shows 
inconsistency in go’ ernment policies or discord in the 
ruling camp. When the vetoed bills are turned back to 
the Assembly, the ruling party will be put on the horns of 
dilemma, in the face of the expected floor offensives 
from the opposition forces. 


On the other hand, the other two bills—an amendment 
to the Labor Union Law and one to the Local Autonomy 
Law—were approved at the Assembly with the aye votes 
of only the opposition lawmakers, overruling the objec- 
tions of the ruling party members. The opposition— 
passed bills were destined from the outset to face presi- 
dential vetoes. But the combined opposition members 
forced the legislation through as part of their political 
struggle despite their anticipation of presidential rejec- 
tions. 


The tug of war on the floor was only an extension of the 
partisan power contest between the government and 
Opposition camps. The opposition forces should have 
been more generous and compromised with the ruling 
party through dialogue before resorting to one-sided 
legislative action. 


As for the revision of the Labor Union Law, the govern- 
ment had its reasons to oppose the measure that would 
have allowed low-ranking public servants to organize 
labor unions in disregard of their special status. 


Also, the amendment to the Local Autonomy Law is a 
longstanding bone of bipartisan contention. The opposi- 
tion camp demanded an early and overall implementa- 
tion of the self-government system, whereas the govern- 
ment and its party favored a gradual enforcement of the 
system, beginning with the organization of local coun- 
cils. But the legislative scheme has a bearing on the rival 
camps’ strategem to expand their partisan influence at 
the grassroot level with the ultimate goal of seizing 
political power. 


Now that the legal measures will be returned for parlia- 
mentary review, the parties need to deliberate the vetoed 
bills from purely legal and practical dimensions for the 
benefit of the citizens, leaving aside popularity contests 
and other political considerations. 


DJP Critical of Lawmaker’s Resignation 
SK2803034589 Seoul CHOSON ILBO 
in Korean 26 Mar 89 p 2 


[From the “News Behind the News” column] 


[Text] With lawmaker Chong Ho-yong vehemently 
resisting the decision of the Democratic Justice Party 
{[DJP] to persuade him to voluntarily relinquish his 
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membership in the National Assembly, the governing 
party hurriedly swept under the carpet its earlier deci- 
sion made as part of an effort to liquidate the wrongdo- 
ings of the Fifth Republic, saying that it was “‘a ground- 
less rumor.” Nevertheless, the DJP appears to be in 
agony over the lingering aftermath of the incident and as 
well as the happening at the commencement ceremony of 
the Korea Military Academy. 


In particular, the party leadership, which is supposed to 
assume the task of producing a breakthrough for the 
political situation which has hit a snag following the 
shelving of the midterm evaluation, is in no position to 
even conceive of initiating talks with the opposition 
parties. Even worse, the DJP appears to be heading for 
new trouble as the party’s internal discords cause the 
people to become suspicious of President No Tae-u's 
leadership ability. 


At the meeting of the party executive members held on 
25 March, the participants deliberately tried to avoid 
talking about lawmaker Chong and instead discussed 
ways of dealing with the opposition concerning the four 
vetoed bills. The atmosphere at the meeting lacked 
earnestness. 


Obviously considering Kim Pok-tong, who is known to 
have recommended that lawmaker Chong voluntarily 
relinquish his membership, the party executive members 
complained: What troubles us is that some peopie try to 
interfere in politics from behind the scenes while bypass- 
ing such offices as the government and party. 


Commenting on this, DJP Chairman Pak Chun-kyu said 
while chuckling: Everybody wants to have real power. 


He insisted: As far as | know, President No has not been 
meeting with Mr Kim as frequently. 


Commenting on the Reunification Democratic Party's 
[RDP] allegation that the president's relatives had med- 
died in his decision to postpone the midterm evaluation 
and his recent personnel reshuffle, DJP Secretary Gen- 
eral Kim Yun-hwan angrily rebutted the allegation, 
asking: How can a public party say such things without 
producing evidence? 


He went so far as to call RDP Secretary General Choe 
Hyong-u to lodge a protest with him. 


No Speaks at Air Force Academy Graduation 
SK2803074589 Seoul YONHAP in English 0716 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Chongwon, South Korea, March 28 
(YONHAP)}—A unilateral arms reduction by South 
Korea would not bring peace on the Korean peninsula, 
President No Tae-u said Tuesday. 
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“It is regrettable for us to have the illusion, in the midst 
of rapid democratization, that unilateral dismantlement 
vad reduction of arms would bring peace,” No said in an 
address at the commencement ceremony of the Korea 
Air Force Academy. 


“While strengthening our defense capability, we should 
solve as early as possible internal confusions, which 
could mislead North Korea,” No said. 


“Irresponsible conduct, disgracing and discrediting the 
military at a time when authoritarianism is being trans- 
formed into democracy, should be also liquidated.” 


Showing his determination to promote his “northern 
policy,” a diplomatic initiative designed to improve 
relations with socialist countries, No said, “We are 
making the northern world open its doors to us.” 


The president also said South Korea is now adopting a 
policy of creating the circumstances for peaceful reuni- 
fication of the Korean peninsula by encouraging Pyong- 
yang to change its attitude toward Seoul. 


Hyundai Fires 55 ‘Pro-Strike’ Union Workers 
SK250305 1789 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES 
in English 25 Mar 89 p 3 


[Text] Ulsan—The Hyundai Heavy Industries, a subsid- 
iary of the Hyundai conglomerate, dismissed 55 “pro- 
strike” unionized workers including Yi Won-kon, 38, 
deputy chairman of the company’s trade union, in dis- 
ciplinary punishment for allegedly violating the manage- 
ment regulations of the firm yesterday. 


In notices to the fired unionists, the company manage- 
ment reasoned that it had no option but to dismiss the 
workers largely because they violated the regulations in 
Staging the strike with no doubt. 


The company went into further details that those dis- 
missed not only hindered the “anti-strike” workers from 
returning to the workplace but raided the company 
illegally and destroyed the facilities. 


The radical unionists, the management also explained, 
caused injuries to about 250 workers, intentionally 
including both the radical and moderate workers to clash 
in violence. 


Work stoppage at Hyundai Heavy Industries, Korea’s 
largest shipbuilder based here, continued for the 104 
straight day yesterday due to the labor strife. 


The management also said that it had dismissed Yi 
Won-kon because he failed to show up at the disciplinary 
meeting as requested. 
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The executive council of the pro-strike union lodged 
with the Ulsan district office of the Labor Ministry a 
complaint against the dismissa! yesterday, claiming that 
the company’s decision was null and void. 


In Suwon, about 800 students, meanwhile, made a resolu- 
tion at a rally on the campus of Kyonggi College Thursday 
to support the striking workers in the Ulsan shipyard. 


Yonsei College Students Agree to Tuition Hike 
SK2603013189 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 26 Mar 89 p 3 


[Text] In a rare agreement on tuition hikes students and 
administrators of Yonsei University in Seoul have 
agreed to a 6.2-percent increase in the tuition for the 
1989 spring semester. 


The accord was made on Friday as both sides agreed to 
forum a “council of students and professors for school 


development.” 


The council will discuss students’ participation in school 
administration affairs, including the tuition increase rate. 
However, it will not be empowered to make any decision. 


With the agreement, a group of students who haz been 
occupying the school’s main building since March 16 
demanding a tuition freeze ended their sit-in, normaliz- 
ing the partially-paisiyzed administrative work ai the 
Christian-financed institution. 


It is rare for students at a university or four-year college to 
agree to a tuition raise as at least 26 schools have given into 
students’ protests against tuition hikes since last year. 


According to the agreement at Yonsei, the envisioned 
council would be headed by the vice president and 
consist of three representatives from each of four 
groups—faculty, school administration, under-graduaie 
and graduate students. 


The council would meet regularly to discuss overall 
school administration affairs. 


New Justice Minister, Others Appointed 
SK2503070689 Seoul YONHAP in English 0654 GMT 
25 Mar 89 


[Text] Seoul, March 25 (YONHAP)—The government 
appointed Chong Ku-young, head of the Kwangju High 
Public Prosecutor’s Office, to be senior presidential 
secretary for civil affairs Saturday. 


Chong, 51, replaces Han Yong-sok, who was chosen to 
head the Seoul High Public Prosecutor's Office. 
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The government will also name Kim Tu-hui, chief of the 
Seoul District Prosecutor’s Office to be vice justice 
minister. Kim will succeed So Chong-sin, who will be 
made to direct the Justice Ministry’s legal research and 
training institute. 


Research Reactor Construction Begins in Taedok 
SK2603015289 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD 
in English 26 Mar 89 p 3 


[Text] Taejon—Ground was broken here yesterday for 
the construction of a Korean-developed multipurpose 
research reactor (MRR) that will be used in various 
nuclear power generation researches. 


Science and Technology Minister Yi Sang-hui, Taejon 
Mayor Yi Pong-hak and Canadian Amb. William Brian 
Schumacher and other government and nuclear officials 
attended the ceremony held at the Korea Advanced 
Energy Research Institute [KAERI] in the Taedok Sci- 
ence Town. 


Minister Yi said in a speech that the establishment of the 
70 billion-won reactor in 1992 will contribute to devel- 
oping local nuclear industry and improving safety 
research activities. 
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“The accomplishment of this project would also save 
Korea about $7.5 million in imports of nuclear materials 
because it would enable local production and test of fuels 
and other nuclear materials,” said Yi. 


According to nuclear officials, the 30 megawatt reactor 
has been designed and will be established with the 
utmost use of local technologies. 

The reactor, an open-pool type using enriched uranium 
as its fuels, will be mainly used for testing and develop- 
ing materials and fuels locally fabricated for nuclear 
power reactors. 


Various types of radio-isotopes with high specific activ- 
ities, including Tc-generator and Ir-192, will be pro- 
duced by the reactor to meet local demand for medical 
and industrial applications. 

The reactor will also be utilized for beam tube experi- 
ments and basic researches in neutron studies of diffrac- 
tion and neutron radiography technologies for nonde- 
structive test. 


Officials said the reactor will be the fourth of its kind in 
the country. KAERI has two research reactors in Seoul, 
each with a capacity of 250 kilowatts and 2 megawatts, 
and Kyunghee University has an education reactor. 


Currently, there are 326 research reactors in 56 countries 
around the world, according to the officials. 
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Ministry Issues Statement on New ROK Embassy 
BK2703090189 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
0630 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[Text] The Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced today 
in a statement that a new Embassy of the Union of 
Burma has been opened in Seoul, the Republic of Korea, 
with effect from 27 March 1989. The statement says that 
since the days of the Korean war, Burma has been 
endeavoring for peace on the Korean peninsula. It has 
either directly or indirectly been an active participant in 
the efforts to prevent regional wars. Since Burma is a 
proponent of the reunification of divided nations, it has 
been a constant supporter of the efforts aimed at peace- 
ful reunification of the two Koreas. 


Therefore, today, 27 March 1989, will be a milestone in 
the annals of Burma-Korea relations. It marks the suc- 
cessful outcome of efforts made by the leaders, members 
of government, and the Foreign Ministries of both 
countries. 


Both Burma and Korea understand very well the devel- 
oping political, economic, and social conditions in the 
world today, and they are convinced that conditions 
exist for the expansion and development of economic 
cooperation between the Union of Burma—which is rich 
in natural resources—and the industrially and techno- 
logically developed ROK. 


The government and the people of the Union of Burma 
profoundly welcome the goodwill and cooperation of the 
Korean people, who are in cultural essence and in the 
traditions and custonis of Asian countries not unlike the 
Burmese people. Because of the goodwill shown by the 
personnel in the Korean Government, the Korean Min- 
istry of Foreign Affairs, and the Korean Embassy in 
Rangoon in arranging the opening of a Burmese 
Embassy in Seoul, ROK, we are greatly encouraged by 
the prospects for the development of all-round relations 
between the two countries in the long run. 


Looking forward to a closer friendship and cooperation 
between the two countries, the Burmese people pro- 
foundly extend their wishes for closer bonds of friend- 
ship with the people of the ROK, the personal well-being 
of the leaders of the ROK, and for the continued progress 
and prosperity of the ROK. 


Students Stage Protests in Rangoon, Mandalay 
BK2703 143589 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[Text] At 0800 today, about 20 students gathered on the 
fawn of No 8 Yankin State High School on Mogaung 
Fagoda Road, Yankin Township, and started a commo- 
tion there. Following this, as security forces arrested 
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three of the disturbance makers—Tin Htay, son of U 
Aye Thein; Sithu Tun, son of U Hlaing Tun; and Win 
Myint Than, son of U Kyaw Sann—the crowd dispersed 
immediately. 


Similarly, at about 1015, about 200 people, bent on 
creating disturbances, started leaving the compound of 
the Office of the League for Democracy and Peace at No 
10, Wingaba Road, Bahan Township. Security forces 
stopped them, and all of them went back into the 
compound. 


Following an appeal by the security forces not to create 
disturbances and to disperse, the people left the com- 
pound in groups of two or three, and completely vacated 
the area at about 1300. 


With the exception of these two incidents, the situation 
has been normal in Rangoon on Armed Forces Day. 


Similarly, at about 0825 today, about 100 students 
arrived in the compound of the Maha Myat Muni 
pagoda in Mandalay. They prayed at the pagoda 
together, and at 0900, led by those intent on creating 
disturbances, the group started chanting slogans and 
marched along 84th Street. When they reached down- 
town, the crowd grew to about 500 people. 


Our security forces stopped the crowd at the junction of 
84th and 36th Streets, appealing to them not to create 
disturbances. The crowd gradually dispersed at about 
1145. 


With the exception of that incident, the situation in 
Mandalay has been normal. 


Aung San Suu Kyi Interviewed by Foreign Media 


All India Radio Interview 
BK2503 133189 Delhi External Service in Burmese 
1115 GMT 25 Mar 89 


[Telephone interview between U Aung Nyein of All 
India Radio’s Burmese Service and Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi, general secretary of the League for Democracy— 
recorded, date not given] 


[Text] [Aung Nyein] What is your view of the program 
for elections in May 1990 and the draft election law 
announced by General Saw Maung’s government? Does 
the National League for Democracy intend to contest the 
election? 


[Aung San Suu Kyi] When we look at the election 
timetable we are of the opinion that the program does 
not need 14 months. We have presented our views that 
these programs could be completed within 9 to 10 
months and that the elections should not wait until May, 
but should be held about November this year. 
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As for the draft election rules, they are broadly accept- 
able. However, in consultation with the legal advisers of 
our league, our allied organizations, and with other 
political parties we have drafted changes, additions, and 
deletions in some places. 


[Aung Nyein]} National democracy...[interrupted] 


[Aung San Suu Kyi] As for contesting the elections, when 
we first registered we declared that we would contest [in] 
the elections only if they are free and fair. The main 
thing is that the elections must be free and fair. We will 
take this factor into account in deciding whether or not 
to run. 


[Aung Nyein}] Do you intend to form a united front 
composed of political parties to contest [in] the elections? 


[Aung San Suu Kyi] We do not intend to form a united 
front for the elections. We will work together with allied 
parties for democratic programs and when the programs 
are carried out in a united and consolidated manner we 
will be able to establish a united front which will serve 
the interests of the country. We should not undertake 
this with the election in mind, but we should be doing 
this for the success of the movement for democracy. 


[Aung Nyein] What is your view on the state Constitu- 
tion which was drafted and practiced during the time of 
your father? 


[Aung San Suu Kyi] I regard the state Constitution as the 
best at the time when it was drafted. However, if a new 
constitution is to be drafted, present conditions should 
be considered so that it will be the best constitution for 
the times. 


[Aung Nyein] Are you still demanding the formation of an 
interim government, or do you regard the military govern- 
ment of General Saw Maung as an interim government? 


[Aung San Suu Kyi] What our league has said is that 
right now we should be aiming neither for an interim 
government nor for the election, but should be seeking 
the attainment of basic human rights as soon as possible. 
If these basic human rights are achieved, one of the 
rights—free and fair elections—will materialize. We do 
not view General Saw Maung’s government as an 
interim government, but simply as a government in 
charge of establishing law and order in the state. 


[Aung Nyein] There were instances of some regional 
commanders being removed for taking sides during the 
parliamentary elections of 1960 held by the caretaker 
government. From your experience during your organi- 
zational tours in the provinces, what sort of outcome is 
likely from the election to be held by Gen Saw Maung’s 
government? 
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[Aung San Suu Kyi] Regarding the removal of some 
regional commanders for taking sides during the 1960 
election, according to some they were removed by the 
very persons who had asked them to take sides and that 
it was simply a matter of politics within the Defense 
Forces. However, let us put that matter aside. Presently, 
some law and order restoration councils are taking sides 
in some places. For instance, in Irrawaddy Division, 
Brigadier General Myint Aung is quite openly fighting 
against the advocates of democracy. However, in some 
places, the law and order restoration councils are not 
taking sides and remain neutral. From what I can see, 
however, more are taking sides than remaining neutral. 


{Aung Nyein] When your National League for Democ- 
racy has obtained power what kind of position will you 
adopt regarding those who committed murder and other 
crimes during the recent events. Will you take action 
against them or give amnesty? Will there be compassion- 
ate gratuities or compensation for those killed and 
injured? Will those dismissed be reinstated? 


[Aung San Suu Kyi] When I am asked what we will do 
when our league obtains power, I always object to such 
questions. We are not working to obtain power; we are 
working toward the establishment of a democratic sys- 
tem. Under such a system, power would be in the hands 
of the people and with this power the people would 
appoint a government. The appointed government must 
act according to the wishes of the people. These ques- 
tions which you just raised will be acted on in accordance 
with the wishes of the people. 


[Aung Nyein] Do you intend to give back property and 
cash nationalized by the Burma Socialist Program Party 
regardless of whether it was from Chinese or Indians? 


{Aung San Suu Kyi] This matter would depend on the 
people and on the ability to return such assets. If the 
people want to give them back we will have to try; 
however, it would be possible only if we are in a position 
to pay back the amounts in question. 


[Aung Nyein] Do you intend to rescind the demonetiza- 
tion order? 


[Aung San Suu Kyi] Rescinding the demonetization 
order would be a very difficult question. As to whether 
the people want it or not, I believe the majority do want 
it; however, we have to think whether it is possible 
economically. 


[Aung Nyein] Do you intend to continue enforcing the 
citizenship law enacted during the one-party government 
era? 


[Aung San Suu Kyi] We will have to review all the laws 
put in place during the one-party system and make 
amendments as deemed necessary. The citizenship law 
would be one of the laws that would be reviewed and 
amended if necessary. 
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[Aung Nyein] In reconstructing Burma, do you intend to 
practice a socialist system. If so, after which country will 
it be patterned? 


{Aung San Suu Kyi] The democracy movement emerged 
in Burma because of the people’s extreme dislike for the 
socialist system. Therefore, we are not considering prac- 
ticing a socialist system. We intend to establish a dem- 
ocratic system which guarantees all basic human rights. 


[Aung Nyein] Do you intend, for the sake of internal 
peace and national unity, to hold negotiations with 
students at the border areas, the Burma Communist 
Party, and ethnic organizations which are in armed 
revolt and for a broad-based government? What kind of 
plans do you have regarding these people? 


[Aung San Suu Kyi] We will have to give special consid- 
eration to the students at the border areas, as we have 
said before. We will never desert these students who are 
our democracy comrades. Our position is that they 
ended up at the border because of the brutal suppression 
by the government last year. As for the other organiza- 
tions, we have issued a declaration on our plan to 
achieve internal peace through political means. 


{Aung Nyein] What is your attitude toward the Nonaligned 
Movement and regional organizations such as the 
ASEAN—the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, and 
SAARC—the South Asian Association for Regional Coop- 
eration? Do you intend to cooperate with them? 


{Aung San Suu Kyi] We have stated in our manifesto 
that we would cooperate if it is beneficial for the country 
and the region. 


[Aung Nyein] Do you intend to have friendly relations 
with neighboring countries? 


[Aung San Suu Kyi] It would be best if we could have 
riendly relations with our neighboring countries. We 
want this to happen and we will try. However, whether it 
materializes will not depend on ourselves alone but on 
the neighboring countries as well. 


[Aung Nyein] I have one last question to ask you. Do 
you, Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, intend to rule the country 
by reaching an understanding with some current Bur- 
mese military leaders—as was done by President Mrs 
Aquino of the Philippines and Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto of Pakistan? 


{Aung San Suu Kyi] When I joined the democracy 
movement I never intended to reach an understanding 
with anybody to rule the country. I am working to enable 
the people to obtain the rights they seek. It is not my 
main objective to rule the country and I will not try to 
reach an understanding with anybody to rule the coun- 
try. I will only strive to obtain as soon as possible the 
basic human rights and a democratic system which the 


people want. 
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{Aung Nyein] Thank you very much for answering my 
questions. 


{Aung San Suu Kyi] That’s okay. [end recording] 


Japanese Journalist Interview 
BK2603073089 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
26 Mar 89 p 6 


{(“Excerpts” of interview with Aung San Suu Kyi, general 
secretary of National League for Democracy, by Japa- 
nese journalist Kazumasa Nakagawa; date not given] 


[Text] —It is said that the Burmese democratic revolution 
has broken down after the military coup last September. 
How do you generalise the democratic movement's 
progress since then? 


I don’t think you can say that it has broken down. I think 
what you can say is that it has taken a different form. In 
most political movements, if you find that you are not 
making progress along the chosen road, you change to 
another road. I think that’s what it is. 


When you go around the countryside, you see how many 
people are involved in this movement despite all the 
difficulties. Of course, they are frightened. Some who 
took part were quite brave at the beginning, but have 
now stepped back. But there are also those who have 
come forward. 


—How about the military coup? 


Thousands of people were killed before the military 
under Saw Maung took power last September. The 
soldiers were told: “All these people are communists. 
They are fighting us because they are communist. You 
shoot them down—they are communist.” But the people 
know that this is propaganda. But some of the soldiers 
think it is true. This is the problem. 


—Who ordered the soldiers to shoot the people? 


I don’t know. But I think that high-ranking army officers 
ordered it. 


—Gen Saw Maung has said: “The coup was inevitable. I 
saved Burma.” Can you comment on this? 


You know, I marvel at anybody who says “I save a 
country.” I don’t think any one person is capable of 
saving a country. I don’t believe that any one person or 
even one party or one institution can be said to have 
saved the country. The saving of a country is something 
that must be undertaken by the great majority of its 
people. And there is nothing inevitable about anything. 
Once a deed is done, you can always see it was inevitable. 
But before it is done, there are many ways of avoiding 
anything. 
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—The army is a great existence in Burma. How do you 
analyse it? 


As I see it, there are three schools of thought in the army. 
I think there are those in the army who actually believe 
in free and fair elections, and that the army should 
remain an honourable institution which does not inter- 
fere in politics. On the other hand, there are also those 
who believe that in elections the National Unity Party 
[NUP] (created to succeed the Burmese Socialist Pro- 
gramme Party) should win. They want the NUP to win. 
This section of the army will certainly not aim for free 
and fair elections, but for the kind of elections in which 
the NUP would win. 


And then, I think there is even a third section which does 
not believe in party politics. They are real hardliners who 
would just like the army to retain power through force of 
arms. 


We would like the army to be united, but it should not 
interfere in politics... The duty of the army is to defend 
the country and protect the people. That is what an 
honourable army should do. 


We certainly do not want a fractured army because if the 
army is fractured, it means problems for the people. 


—The Burmese government has announced that a multi- 
party general election would be held in May 1990. 


The majority (of people) think that the election can take 
place within 9-10 months and that we should not wait for 
14 months. So, I think what is going to be very important 
is whether they are going to shorten the election timetable. 
But more important than that is a question of human 


rights. 


How are they going to handle the human rights situa- 
tion? What kind of democratic freedom are they going to 
give us? 


In order to have free and fair elections, we must create a 
kind of condition in which elections can be free and fair, 
which means that first of all the people must be entitled 
to the basic human rights and democratic freedom. This 
is the most important. At this time, a lot of people are 
frightened because they are threatened. All the threats 
are going on all the time. 


So, we must have these basic human rights so that people 
are allowed to believe what they want to believe without 
fear of arrest or intervention or unfair treatment. And we 
must have freedom of speech, publication and assembly... 


Are we going to get any of these? If not, then I don’t think 
anybody will have trust and confidence in this election. 


—Is it possible to hold free and fair elections under the 
military regime? 
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I think it is possible because the Burmese people are 
prepared to work for it. 


When I go campaigning, people often ask me, ““Will we 
get free and fair elections?” and I always say, “It’s up to 
you. You cannot depend either on this government or 
any other government. What you’ve got to do is to 
depend on yourselves to bring about free and fair 
elections.” 


—Some people say the Burmese people and parties should 
not take part in the elections if it’s not free and fair. 


Obviously, if it’s not free and fair there’s no point in our 
taking part... 


—Where and when did you go campaigning for democ- 
racy? 


There are seven divisions in Burma—sort of the political 
term for the provinces. The seven states are the minorities 
states, like the Karen state. In October, I went to campaign 
in the 4th Division upcountry (Magwe, Mandalay, Saga- 
ing, Pegu). And I went to just two places in the northern 
Shan of Burma state. [sentence as published] 


In December I went to Mon state. In January I went to 
Irrawaddy Division and to Tenasserim Division. In 
February I went to the southern Shan state and to the 
Kayah state. 


—Did the government prevent you from campaigning? 


No, they did not. But in the Irrawaddy Division, they 
certainly tried to make it very difficult for me to cam- 
paign. They had soldiers out in the street. They would 
shut off the road. At one point, they threatened all the 
boat-owners, who were told that they would lose their 
lives if they allowed us to rent their boats. All kinds of 
difficulties were put in our way. But, we fought against 
this and finally we were able to campaign quite freely. 
Before that, when we were to go to the Mon state in 
December, we were told not to go campaigning. The 
reason they gave was security. They said they could not 
guarantee our security. So, we said that we were not 
depending on them for our security, and we went. There 
is generally some sort of movement to make it difficult 
for us to go campaigning. But they haven't actually tried 
to stop it. 


—How many members are there in your party? 


It is very difficult to say because each division accepts 
their own membership applications and issues the cards. 
At the moment, we have not been able to find out what 
the situation is outside Rangoon. But the cards which we 
have issued from Rangoon has amounted to 700,000 
which include some from the districts as well. 


—Are there old communists around you? 
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We don’t have any old communists in our executive 
committee. I’m not surrounded or influenced by old 
communists. There may be some old communists. There 
may be some old communists in our league but they are 
not around me. 


—However do you think about forming an anti-govern- 
ment political front? 


Of course, it will be very good if all the parties fighting 
for democracy could form one front. That would be 
ideal. But I think it is very unlikely that we could form a 
front out of 190 plus parties. 


—Do you have a solution for the problem of anti-Rangoon 
ethnic insurgency? 


I can’t have any solution now. We don’t have any power 
to find a solution. But I think we can find it under a 
democratic system. 


—How do you think about the students fighting in border 
areas? 


I think the students want to fight because of the way in 
which the army behaved last year. They are fighting for 
democracy like us but in a different way. 


I don’t believe in armed struggle. But I sympathise with 
the students who are engaged in armed struggle. 


Finance Minister Gives Details of New Budget 
BK2503121589 Hong Kong AFP in English 1145 GMT 
25 Mar 89 


[Text] Rangoon, March 25 (AFP)}—Burma’s economy is 
to grow more than 3 percent in the coming fiscal year, a 
senior official said here, adding that political turmoil 
had hindered economic progress over the past year. 


Growth in fiscal 1989-90, which begins April 1, is esti- 
mated at 3.4 percent at constant prices or 10.2 percent 
without adjusting for inflation, Planning and Finance 
Minister Colonel Abel told reporters here Friday. 


He described the figures as ““very moderate and very 
conservative.” 


He noted that the military junta, which came to power in 
a September coup, took over the latter half of the 
1988-89 budget under which the previous Burma Social- 
ist Program Party had aimed for a surplus of $1 million 
U.S. dollars. 


But instead there was a deficit of $ 286 million, Col Abel 
said, which he attributed to turmoil in the months of 
nationwide pro-democracy protests preceding the mili- 
tary takeover September 18. 
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He said gross domestic product in the coming year would 
be $7.85 billion at constant prices using a new base year 
of 1985-86. 


Investments are targeted at $1.18 billion with $697.7 
million going to state projects and the resi in the private 
and cooperative sectors. 


These investment figures do not include foreign invest- 
ment expected under Burma’s new investment law, Col 
Abel said, expressing confidence that such investment 
would materialize. 


While many nations suspendeut their aid to Burma in the 
wake of the coup, Col Abel noted that Japan had recently 
restored its aid program. 


State expenditures are estimated at $1.25 billion, while 
the projected total deficit is $635 million, Col Abel said. 


Exports are targeted at $518 million and total foreign 
exchange income of $628 million is anticipated. 


A debt-servicing ratio of 44.36 percent is expected, Col 
Abel said, adding that repayments of $4.2 billion in debt 
will total an estimated $279 million. 


Col Abel predicted an inflation rate of “not more than 5 
percent.” 


According to a report published by the state-run press 
Saturday, defense will receive the largest budget share 
with $320 million, followed by $171.9 million for edu- 
cation, $148.46 million for agriculture and forests, and 
$98.54 million for home and religious affairs. 


Aims of Main Peasants Organization Announced 
BK2703123789 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 26 Mar 89 


(‘Press Release No 1 15/89 of the Commission for Hold- 
ing Democratic Multiparty General Elections, dated 26 
March 1989—the Sth day of the waning moon of 
Tabaung, 1350 Burmese Era”’] 


[Text] 1. The following are extracts of the objectives and 
future programs of the Union of Burma Main Peasants 
Organization Headquarters, which has registered with 
this Commission for Holding Democratic Multiparty 
General Elections in accordance with the Political Parties 
Registration Law, and which has its headquarters at No 
95A, Shwegondine Road, Bahan Township, Rangoon 
Division. 


2. Aims 

A. To promote the national economy through scientific 
methods and by transforming manual farming into 
mechanized farming—the key economic sector of the 
state. 
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B. To build an economically developed nation so that 
manual farming will transform into mechanized farming 
while at the same time the physical and spiritual well- 
being of peasants are fulfilled. 

C. To work for the right of the peasants to own the land 
they work on. 

D. To work to raise the standard of living of peasants by 
expanding the variety of crops cultivated seasonally and 
through multiple cropping. 

E. To strengthen the bonds of alliance between the 
workers and the peasants by building factories that 
utilize the raw material cultivated by the peasants. 

F. To provide modern farming machines and fertilizers 
that the peasants require. 


3. Programs 
A. To build the Union of Burma into a progressive, 


serene, and prosperous democratic nation through the 
physical and mental capability of the entire peasantry. 
B. To build an economically developed nation so that 
manual farming will transform into mechanized farming 
while at the same time the physical and spiritual well- 
being of peasants are fulfilled. 

C. To work for the growth of parliamentary democracy 
and for the uplifting of the backward national economy 
through the unity of the peasantry. 

D. To work for the deserved rights of the peasants and to 
work together with the workers in an united alliance. 


Battles in Southeast Military Command Reported 
BK2803080989 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 26 Mar 89 


[Text] The Defense Forces and the people jointly carried 
out a military operation named “Zwe Aung Lin” [“Per- 
severe for Glorious Victory”] against insurgents in the 
Southeast Military Command. A total of 110 major 
battles and 1,252 skirmishes were fought between 21 
March 1988 and 20 March 1989. 


A military column carried out operations in (Yinye) area 
in southern Mergui in the Southeast Military Command 
following a report that Mon and Rakhine insurgents 
have been operating in the area since the 2d week of 
March to send weapons to Rakhine insurgents from the 
Mon insurgent central headquarters by sea through the 
Mon insurgent area. On 4 May 1988 a total of 45 
weapons, including 5 carbines, | M-16 rifle, 8 M-22 
rifles, 4 BA-72 rifles, 8 BA-63 rifles, 6 BA-64 rifles, 6 
.303 rifles, | M-79 rifle, 6 M-72 launchers, over 6,000 
rounds of assorted ammunition, and 4 communication 
sets were seized from the vicinity of Magyiywa. 


Following a report from the national people that KNU 
[Karen National Union] insurgents using their Natein- 
daung camp have been operating in Yebyu area of 
Tenasserim Division, Southeast Military Command, a 
military column went to the area. A hand-to-hand battle 
with about 60 insurgents took place on 23 November 
and an enemy camp was captured. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Seven KNU insurgents were killed and seven assorted 
weapons and ammunition were seized during the clash. 


Combined forces of 1,300 men from the KNU No |, 2, 
3, 6, and 7 Brigades and central security units of the 
10ith Battalion and the National Democratic Front 
attacked defense camps in Methawe region in the South- 
east Military Command. Antkyawgon camp fell to the 
enemy on 26 September 1988 and (Nesanali) camp and 
the main Methawe camp fell on 12 October 1988. Oui 
troops using (Wawlathi) and other camps fought back so 
that on 22 December 1988 all camps in the Methawe 
region were recaptured and the enemy had to flee from 
the Methawe region. 


A total of 85 major battles and 145 skirmishes were 
fought during which 275 soldiers, including 12 officers, 
from our side laid down their lives for the country and 
922 soldiers, including 49 officers, were wounded and 
were treated at the hospital. 


Our side lost 75 assorted weapons, | communication set, 
and four manual generators were lost. During these 
battles over 400 enemy soldiers were killed and 204 
enemy corpses recovered. Twenty-two assorted weapons, 
and | communication set were captured. 


Our military columns started attacks on 13 January 1989 
against Maetri camp—headquarters of 21st Battalion of 
KNU insurgents led by Kyaw Dale. Between 13 and 19 
January 1989 a total of nine major battles and three 
skirmishes were fought and the Defense Forces captured 
the Maetri camp. From our side 13 soldiers laid down 
their lives for the country and 98, including 4 officers, 
were wounded during these battles and we lost 4 small 
arms. From the enemy side, 18 corpses were found and 
16 assorted small arms, 4 communication sets, 5 cars, 3 
motorized boats, 359 heavy weapon ammunition, 3,200 
rounds of small arms ammunition, 14 mines, and 30 
huts with tin roofs, 2 warehouses for supplies, and 400 
huts with thatched roofs, including a movie theater, were 
captured. It was learned that about 100 insurgents were 
killed and many were wounded. 


During the major battles and skirmishes between 21 
March 1988 and 20 March 1989, 365 members of the 
Defense Forces laid down their lives for the country and 
1,236 were wounded while the bodies of 516 enemy 
soldiers were recovered, 100 were captured, and 77 
surrendered. The Defense Forces captured 12 assorted 
launchers, 506 assorted small arms, 848 assorted heavy 
weapons ammunition, 43,585 small arms ammunition, 
200 assorted mines, 432 assorted magazines, 82 assorted 
hand grenades, 61 assorted explosives, 72 assorted det- 
onators, 22 explosive cables, 22 communication sets, 6 
walkie-talkies, 3 saw mills, 5 electric saws, 58 circular 
saws, 1,331 tons of timber, 9 cars, 3 road-building 
machines, 2 lawn mowers, 3 power generators, 59 motor- 
ized boats, 40 assorted engines, 93 head of cattle, 6 


FBIS-EAS-89-058 
28 March 1989 


elephants, 24,000 pieces of jelly fish, 50,000 pounds of 
rubber, 92 baskets of rice [bushels], 622 baskets of 
paddy, and 551,462 kyat in cash. 


Mawpokay Karen Insurgent Camp Reported Taken 
BK2603 161289 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 26 Mar 89 


[Text] Military columns of the 44th and the 66th Light 
Infantry Brigade under the command of the 44th Light 
Infantry Brigade, after destroying and driving out the 
KNU [Karen National Union] insurgents from Methawe 
area on 22 December 1988, destroyed and drove out the 
insurgent forces of the KNU (?21st) infantry battalion at 
Klerde and (Meshwe) on 19 January 1989. 


Proceeding further, military columns of tactical unit 443 
under the command of the 44th Light Infantry Brigade, 
on 24 March 1989 began an attack on the KNU 22d 
battalion headquarters which was under the charge of the 
KNU Colonel Maung Maung and which is situated at 
Mawpokay, Hlaingbwe Township, Karen State. About 
700 Karen insurgents from the 19th, 20th, 21st, and 22d 
KNU battalions fiercely fought back. Our military col- 
umns were able to occupy the enemy main defense 
camps on 25 March 1989, and the whole camp was 
completely taken at about 0800 on 26 March 1989. 


During the fight, 20 major battles and 15 small-scale 
battles were fought. From our side 38 men, including one 
officer, laid down their lives, and 189 men, including 9 
officers, were injured. Many enemies were killed and 74 
enemy corpses were left behind. 


Thirty two assorted weapons including one 82-mm, one 
57-mm, and two 60-mm mortars; 50 assorted mines; 363 
assorted heavy artillery shells; and 30,765 rounds of 
assorted ammunition were seized. 


At the enemy camp, 210 buildings including 42 [word 
indistinct] buildings; 254 strongly built concrete bun- 
kers; and 200 [word Indistinct] were seized. 


Cambodia 


Red Cross Official Visits United States 
BK2803063989 Phnom Penh SPK in English 0430 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK March 28—Dr. Mi Samedi, 
secretary of the Kampuchea Red Cross and director of 
the Phnom Penh-based College of Medicine, Pharmacy 
and Dentistry paid a three-week visit to the United 
States from March 1-20. 


His trip was organized by the U.S.-Indochina Reconcil- 
iation Project and co-sponsored by the American 
Friends Service Committee, Church World Service, 
Mennonite Central Committee, Operation California, 
Oxfam [Oxford Committee for Famine Relief] America, 
and the World Vision. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


This was the first Kampuchea Red Cross official from 
the P.R.K. [People’s Republic of Kampuchea] to the 
United States. While there he was well received in the 
states of California, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con- 
necticut, New York, Pennsylvania, Maryland and in 
Washington D.C. 


Dr. Samedi had many opportunities to speak about the 
restoration of medical care and training in Kampuchea and 
about the present public health situation. In every city he 
visited, he saw Khmer-Americans at their temples and 
social gatherings and answered questions about life at home. 


) 

Immediately upon arrival in the U.S. on March 1, he 
stopped briefly in Los Angeles to meet a member of the 
U.S. Olympic Committee. From March 2 to 6, Dr. Samedi 
was in Boston. He stayed at the home of the well-known 
American pediatrician, Dr. Berry Brazleton, whom he had 
met in Kampuchea in 1979. He also visited the headquar- 
ters of Oxfam America, the Public Health School of Boston 
University, and the Indochinese Psychiatry Clinic, and 
was hosted at a dinner at the Harvard Faculty Club. 
Khmer residents in Boston, Chelsea, Lynn, Lowell and 
Providence welcomed Dr. Samedi with great warmth. 


From March 7 to 9, he was in New York City visiting the 
headquarters of the Church World Service and Medical 
and Public Health Schools at Columbia and New York 
Universities. He met with staff of the UNICEF and other 
U.N. specialized agencies; spoke at the Asia Society, had 
lunch with the president of the Social Science Research 
Council, and held discussions with several Khmer groups. 


On March 10 and 11, Dr. Samedi was the guest of the 
Mennonite Central Committee at its office in Akron, 
Pennsylvania. Besides greeting Khmers in the area, he 
visited a traditional Amish farm. 


In Philadelphia from March 11 to 14, Dr. Samedi called 
at the headquarters of the American Friendship Service 
Committee, Jefferson University, the University of 
Pennsylvania, a health center serving Khmer residents, 
the local chapter of the America Red Cross and several 
gatherings of Khmers. 


On March 15th, Dr. Samedi spoke at the Johns Hopkins 
University, School of Public Health in Baltimore, Mary- 
land. 


From March 16-20, he was in Washington. He spoke at 
three workshops on Kampuchea at the annual conven- 
tion of the Association for Asian Studies, met traditional 
‘nedicine experts from the Smithsonian Institution, was 
he guest of honor at lunches organized by the Social 
Science Research Council and the Washington Indo- 
china Roundtable, and held discussions on future coop- 
eration with the American Red Cross, the Institute of 
Medicine of the National Academy of Science, and the 
Center for Immigration Policy and Refugee Assistance 
of Georgetown University. 
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Dr. Samedi was guest at a breakfast meeting at the House 
of Representatives dining room for legislative aides 
organized by the Indochina Project and hosted by Mrs. 
Nina Solarz. He was a lunch guest of Senator Larry 
Pressler in the Senate dining room and was introduced to 
several other senators. THE WASHINGTON POST 
published a good article about his visit, including a 
picture taken at the Cambodian Buddhist temple in 
Silver Spring, Maryland. 


Chea Sim Receives USSR Friendship Delegation 
BK2403 125589 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1105 GMT 
24 Mar 89 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK March 24—Chea Sim, Polit- 
buro member of the People’s Revolutionary Party of 
Kampuchea Central Committee and chairman of both 
the National Assembly and the National Council of the 
United Front for Construction and Defense of the Kam- 
puchean Fatherland, received in Phnom Penh Thursday 
a delegation of the USSR-Kampuchea Friendship Soci- 
ety of the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic led by its 
President C. Akhundov. 


Chairman Chea Sim welcomed the visit to Kampuchea 
as an active contribution to the consolidation and devel- 
opment of the solidarity, friendship, and cooperation 
between Kampuchea and the Soviet Union, especially 
between the two friendship organizations. After recalling 
the horrendous crimes committed by the Polpotists 
during its reign against innocent Kampucheans, he 
informed the Soviet guests of the current situation in 
Kampuchea, and the PRK [People’s Republic of Kam- 
puchea] stance full of goodwill in the search for national 
reconciliation and regional stability and cooperation. 


Chairman Chea Sim voiced support for the USSR’s 
peace initiatives and highly valued the Soviet-American 
summit on the disarmament and the current process of 
restructuring in the Soviet Union. 


In reply, C. Akhundov expressed his joy at the achieve- 
ments recorded by the Kampuchean people over the past 
decade in national reconstruction and defense. He said 
he would do his best to develop the solidarity, friend- 
ship, and cooperation between the two countries. 


The delegation left Phnom Penh on the same day after 
week-long visit to Kampuchea. 


Chea Sim Heads Constitution Amendment Panel 
BK2403 122989 Phnom Penh SPK in French 1124 GMT 
24 Mar 89 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 24 March (SPK)—The State Coun- 
cil of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea [PRK] issued 
Thursday [23 March] a decree on the creation of a 
Commission for Amending the PRK Constitution in 
conformity with the current situation in the country and 
for future developments. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


The 23-member commission is chaired by Chea Sim, 
Kampuchean People’s Revolutionary Party [KPRP] 
Central Committee Political Bureau member and chair- 
man of the National Assembly and of the Kampuchean 
United Front for National Construction and Defense 
{[KUFNCD] National Council. One of the vice-chairmen 
of the commission is In Tam, former governor of Takeo 
Province, interior minister in Sihanouk’s time and prime 
minister in the Lon Nol regime, and now president of the 
Association of Cambodian Residents in the United 
States “Khmer Amatak.”” Pung Peng Cheng [Sihanouk’s 
former chef du cabinet] and his [word indistinct], who 
were senior officials of the Sihanouk regime, are also 
included in the commission. 


The membership of the commission remains open for 
the enlistment of other personalities under the Sihanouk 
and Lon Nol regimes who are currently living abroad, 
overseas Cambodians, and other Cambodian personali- 
ties in the opposition groups who wish to contribute to 
the nation’s cause. 


The commission is to study and draft a number of the PRK 
Constitution’s articles to be amended and is authorized to 
use the KUFNCD'’s stamp on its official documents. 


‘Senior Khmer Rouge Commander’ Captured 
BK2803010789 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
28 Mar 89 p 4 


[Text] Aranyaprathet—Vietnamese forces yesterday [27 
March] captured a senior Khmer Rouge military com- 
mander in a fighting in western Kampuchea opposite 
here, Thai military sources said. 


They said Sok Pheap, second-in-command of Khmer 
Rouge forces just south of this border town, and a unit of 
guerrilla fighters were surrounded by about 50 Vietnam- 
ese soldiers backed up by three tanks. 


The clash site was about 10 km from the Thai border. 


Meanwhile, artillery shells fired from inside Kampuchea 
yesterday landed in Ban Thung Ruang Thong of Tambon 
Khlong Namsai of this district during the fighting. 


Sihanouk’s ‘Sabotage Activities’ Reported 
BK2803072589 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0407 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


{“Convincing Proof of Sihanouk’s Sabotage Activi- 
ties” —SPK headline] 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 28 Mar (SPK)—“I was assigned a 
mission by Prince Ranariddh from the Cambodian-Thai 
border. This mission is to build clandestine forces while 
waiting for a political solution, to transfer weapons from 
the border to the interior of the country, and to fire rockets 
into Phnom Penh during the 7 January 1989 festivities.” 
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This was admitted by Thach Thol, commander of a 
battalion from the 6th Division of the Sihanouk faction, 
in his statement made at People’s Tribunal in Phnom 
Penh last Friday [24 March]. 


Thach Thol joined the Sihanouk faction in 1982 as body 
guard of Prince Ranariddh. He was arrested on 25 
November 1988 in Kompong Trach District, Kampot 
Province, in an engagement with the PRK [People’s 
Republic of Kampuchea] Security Forces. 


Thach Thol continued: “My mission was decided at a 
meeting at the Cambodian-Thai border in February 
1988; taking part in the meeting were Prince Ranariddh, 
General Teap Ben (former Lon Nol general), and other 
chiefs. Before my arrest, I met Prince Ranariddh in 
person on Thai territory.” 


Among the 15 accused, who all pleaded guilty, Thach 
Thol and his three partners—Ok Prang, Van Tim, and 
Suon Vandi—were sentenced to 20 years in prison. The 
remaining | 1 were given sentences ranging from 3 to 15 
years in prison. The revolutionary authorities seized 170 
rifles, 5 rockets, 4 60-mm mortar, 3 walkie-talkies, and 
another quantity of war materiel. 


It should be noted that one of the accused, Ok Prang, 
alias Thach Prach, was, under the Pol Pot regime, in the 
2d Division led by the bloodthirsty murderer Ta Mok. 
He joined the Sihanouk faction shortly before the 7 
January 1979 national liberation and was designated 
governor of Takeo Province. 


Van Tim was arrested in Kompong Trach, Kampot 
Province, and Suon Vandi in Phnom Penh. They were 
assigned a special mission to fire rockets on the capital 
during the recent national festivities. 


Son Sann Meets With Stephen Solarz in Bangkok 
BK2803062189 (Clandestine) Voice of the Khmer 
in Cambodian 0430 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[Excerpt] Yesterday in Bangkok, His Excellency Son 
Sann, Khmer People’s National Liberation Front 
{[KPNLF] president and Coalition Government of Dem- 
ocratic Kampuchea [CGDK] prime minister, met with 
Stephen Solarz, chairman of the U.S. House Subcommit- 
tee on Asia and Pacific Affairs, to discuss the Cambo- 
dian problem. There is no report about the substance of 
the talks. The meeting took place yesterday morning 
before His Excellency Son Sann’s departure for France. 


[passage omitted] 


‘People’ Send Letter to UN Security Council 
BK2603 101989 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 25 Mar 89 


[Open letter from the Cambodian people to the UN 
Security Council and the UN secretary general—dated 
21 March; read by announcer] 


[Text] At present, thanks to the efforts of the UN 
Security Council and the UN secretary general, wars in 
various regions of the world are advancing toward polit- 
ical solutions. However, regarding the Cambodian prob- 
lem, there is no sign yet that Vietnam wants to end its 
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aggression against and occupation of Cambodia. 


Recently, pretending to go along with the world’s trend 
toward detente, the Hanoi leaders announced that at the 
end of 1988 they withdrew this or that many troops from 
Cambodia and successively claimed they would with- 
draw all their troops from Cambodia at this or that time. 
However, in reality, the Hanoi authorities have not 
withdrawn a single aggressor troop or force from Cam- 
bodia and have never been prepared to withdraw from 
Cambodia. On the contrary, they have continued to send 
fresh Vietnamese troops to this country just as they have 
done annually in the past in order to make up for the 
losses suffered by their forces’in their war of aggression 
against Cambodia. As for those aggressor troops already 
in Cambodia, the Vietnamese have either placed them in 
remote forests in Cambodia to hide them from the world 
or have disguised them in puppet uniforms and inducted 
them into puppet army units so that they can stay in 
Cambodia forever. At the same time, the Vietnamese 
authorities have frantically intensified the immigration 
of Vietnamese citizens into Cambodia, bringing the 
number of Vietnamese settlers in this country to more 
than | million. These Vietnamese nationals are holding 
Cambodian identification papers, disguising themselves 
as Cambodians, and taking permanent residence in 
Cambodia in order to join the disguised Vietnamese 
troops in occupying Cambodia forever in accordance 
with their Indochinese federation strategy. For this rea- 
son, the Vietnamese have never been ready to withdraw 
troops or to solve the Cambodian problem politically as 
claimed by their propaganda. They are committing all 
kinds of crime against the Cambodian nation and people 
to realize their Indochinese federation strategy. 


Therefore, we, the people of Cambodia, would like to 
appeal to the UN Security Council and the UN secretary 
general, who have helped end conflicts in other regions, to 
make more active efforts in the Cambodian problem in 
order to quickly bring an end to the devastating war in 
Cambodia by forcing the Hanoi authorities to uncondi- 
tionally withdraw all their aggressor troops and forces from 
Cambodia and to really withdraw them under correct and 
effective supervision of the UN International Control 
Commission. We are confident that the UN Security 
Council and the UN secretary general will make effective 
contributions to this matter. In the past, of the five 
permanent members of the UN Security Council, only the 
Soviet Union voted against the resolution demanding that 
Vietnam pull out of Cambodia. Now, over the past few 
years, the Soviet Union has repeatedly expressed its desire 
to see the Cambodian problem settled as soon as possible 
so that peace, security, and stability in Southeast Asia, 
Asia, and the Pacific can be restored. Moreover, in the 
Soviet-Chinese joint statement at the beginning of Febru- 
ary 1989, the Soviet Union agreed that the withdrawal of 
Vietnamese troops from Cambodia is an important com- 
ponent for any political settlement of the Cambodian 
problem, and promised to make efforts toward this end. 
We hope that the Soviet Union will take specific measures 
in line with all its words mentioned above and stop 
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supporting Vietnam’s aggression in Cambodia politically, 
diplomatically, and materially in order to force Vietnam to 
really withdraw its troops from Cambodia. 


It is true that Vietnam wants to swallow Cambodia in 
order to realize its Indochinese federation strategy. How- 
ever, without the support of the Soviet Union, without 
the considerable supplies of arms and ammunition from 
the Soviet Union, Vietnam has no chance of continuing 
its war in Cambodia, especially at this time when Viet- 
nam is suffering very serious economic difficulties at 
home. Therefore, provided the Soviet Union is sincere 
and fully cooperates with the United Nations and other 
members of the UN Security Council, the Cambodian 
problem will soon advance toward a solution like the 
conflicts in other regions of the world. 


We, the people of a small, poor country, forcefully place 
our hope in the principles of international law and practice 
and in the United Nations which is the world’s top 
Organization for the maintenance of peace, security, and 
stability in the world. We hope that the UN Security 
Council and the UN secretary general will give consider- 
ation to our appeal and make all-out efforts to bring an 
early end to the devastating war in Cambodia. We would 
like to express our deep thanks toward that end in advance. 


Signed] The Cambodian people 
[Dated] 21 March, 1989 


Laos 


SRV Tourist Cooperation Memorandum Signed 
BK2603094689 Vientiane KPL in English 0904 GMT 
26 Mar 89 


[Text] Vientiane, March 26 (KPL}—A memorandum on 
tourist cooperation was signed here on March 23 
between Mr Sisombat Insisiangmai, representative of the 
tourist company of Vientiane prefecture and Mr Duong 
Van Dai, representative of the tourist company of Ho 
Chi Minh City. 


According to this memorandum, the two sides agreed to 
cooperate in tourism by exchanging foreign tourists, 
restoring hotels, supplying labour, funds and techniques 
and other necessary consumer goods based on the eco- 
nomic agreement reached between the two sides. 


SRV Acrobatic Troupe Arrives 25 March 
BK2703094589 Vientiane KPL in English 0903 GMT 
27 Mar 89 


[Text] Vientiane, March 27 (KPL}—A group of 42 
acrobats from the Central Acrobatic Troupe of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam arrived here on March 25 
to perform for the general public here. 


It plans to give performances on March 26, 27, 28, 29 
and 30 at the Vientiane Municipal Theatre. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Tourism in Vientiane Suffers Constraints 
BK2803 112389 Vientiane KPL in English 0903 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Vientiane, March 28 (KPL)}—The Vientiane pre- 
fecture Tourism and Restaurant [Company] disclosed 
that 990 foreign tourists came to Vientiane in the first 
three months of this year. Most of them were Thai and 
American tourists and businessmen. 


The small number of coming tourists is due to the 
constraints in respect of hotels, transport facilities and 
visiting places. So far most tourists only visit Vientiane. 
However, in the short future, the whole country will de 
open for tourism. 


Tours from Laos to Thailand will be organized at Pi Mai 
[new year] Lao new year April 13-16, 1989. Lao tourists 
will tour three Thai provinces of Udon Thani, Khon 
Kaen and Chiang Mai. 


Technicians Study Crop Cultivation in Thailand 
BK2803 111989 Vientiane KPL in English 0907 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Vientiane, March 28 (KPL)—10 technicians of the 
service of agriculture, forestry, irrigation and agro-cooper- 
atives of Vientiane Prefecture left here last week for 
Thailand at the invitation of Adam International Com- 


pany. 


They were on an excursion tour to draw lessons on the 
cultivation a new variety of tobacco (Turkish) and other 
subsidiary crops. The Turkish variety is resistant to 
drought and brings good price. 


Cuban Minister Signs Cooperation Protocol 
BK2503 105589 Vientiane KPL in English 0910 GMT 
25 Mar 89 


[Text] Vientiane, March 25 (KPL)—A protocol on eco- 
nomic, scientific and technological cooperation for the 
year 1989-90 between Laos and Cuba was reached here 
on March 23. 


The protocol stipulates that the two countries will widen 
and strengthen new and effective ways of cooperation, 
particularly in the framework of economy. 


According to the protocol, the Nabong cow-raising farm 
and Moncada chicken- raising centre will be turned into 
a joint venture enterprise. 


The two sides, on this occasion, also decided to cooper- 
ate in publishing and selling stamps in international 
market. The sides also agreed to set up crocodile-raising 
joint venture enterprise between the two countries. 
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The signatories were, on the Lao side Mr Phao Bounna- 
phon, minister of trade and foreign economic relations, 
and the Cuban side Mr Manuel Castillo Rabassa, minis- 
ter of communications of the Republic of Cuba. 


The Cuban delegation left here for home yesterday. 


Kaysone Emphasizes Agriculture Targets 
BK2503 120389 Vientiane KPL in English 0902 GMT 
25 Mar 89 


[Text] Vientiane, March 25 (KPL)—“Agriculture is the 
main front of the country at present, where necessities 
for social life are produced. Besides it is also the staple 
source of exports and is the initial capital for building the 
motherland, said Kaysone Phomvihan, general secretary 
of the LPRP CC [Lao People’s Revolutionary Party 
Central Committee] and chairman of the Council of 
Ministers at a workshu held in the southern province of 
Savannakhet on March 24 with the participation of more 
than 300 cadres. 


“Agriculture should proceed along new mechanism [as 
received] and new way of guidance” emphasized the 
general secretary, adding that 2'i forces must be sent to 
rural areas, mountainous regions and grass-roots. Labour 
distribution must be strengthened to gradually turn 
agriculture into the production for marketing. 


To realize the target of 1.86 million tons of foodstuffs 
including 1.6 million tons of paddy in this monsoon rice 
crop, the general secretary urged the participants to 
widely propagate the 7th resolution of the 4th party 
congress to the public. 


Philippines 


U.S. Bases Seen as ‘Alternative Metropolis’ 
HK2803103189 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 25 Mar 89 pp 1,5 


[By staff member Marites Sison] 


[Text] The National Economic and Development 
Authority (Neda) has come up with a concept that aims 
to transform the U.S. military bases in Subic and Clark 
into “alternative metropolis” to Metro Manila. 


Called ““New Town Area Development,” the concept 
envisions the transformation of Clark Air Base in 
Angeles and Subic Naval Base in Olongapo into an 
“*industrial-commercial-urban-residential zone, food 
bowl zone and green zone.” 


The concept, being advanced as a possible alternative for 
the use of the bases in the event the Government decides 
to let the Americans leave after the present bases agree- 
ment expires in 1991, was formulated initially in accor- 
dance with the “development vision for Region 3 under 
the 1987-1992 Development Plan for Central Luzon.” 
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In a paper it submitted to the Foreign Service Institute 
(FSI), the think-tank of the Department of Foreign Affairs, 
Neda explained that under its concept, “the built-up space 
in Clark will be the nucleus of the new town.” It is 
envisioned to accommodate “a proposed supplemental 
international and domestic airport, which will principally 
service the northern half of Luzon and decongest the 
(Ninoy Aquino) International Airport traffic.” 


To be located at the periphery of the airport would be an 
“ancillary industry area catering to domestic and inter- 
national demand for aircraft maintenance and civil 
engineering services as well as the warehousing of air- 
lifted cargoes.” 


Goods and commodity trading, on the other hand, is 
being planned at Subic Bay “‘where an international and 
domestic shipping port will be developed,” the paper 
said. It added that “processing can take place in nearby 
communities such as Dinalupihan, Bataan, where a 
medium-sized industrial district can be developed.” 


The paper also said seaport trading in Subic “shall be 
complemented by the ship repair facilities within the bay 
which can service 12 ships at a time and generate many 
ancillary industries.” 


The airport facilities in Subic, according to the plan, can be 
transformed into an air cargo terminal, while other por- 
tions of it can be used for aeronautical school sites and 
training area and as a major Philippine Air Force Base.“ 


Neda’s concept, however, is still to be foliowed up by an 
operational plan in case of base withdrawal after 1991. 


Neda pointed out that an inter-agency task force is being 
planned “to undertake the preparation of the plan.” 


“A framework plan shall first be formulated and 
approved by the President prior to the preparation of the 
operational master plan with its component sub plans,” 
the Neda said. 


Neda said a study would have to be made focusing on the 
““comprehensive assessment of existing lands and facili- 
ties in the base areas, affected economic activities and 
the resources of the surrounding areas. 


It said an operational plan on the alternative use of the 
bases will then be formulated based on the study, with 
the following three scenarios in mind: 


—The immediate use of the base lands and facilities with 
minor conversion. 

—The long-term use which hinges on the development of 
the new town or alternative metropolis. 

—The transition period which will identify and define 
measures to contend with the impact of the pullout of 
the U.S. military. 
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NPA ‘Extorting’ Fees From Poll Candidates 
HK2703070989 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 27 Mar 89 pp 1, 22 


[By Roy C. Sinfuego] 


[Text] Camp Nakar, Lucena City—A Constabulary 
officer said yesterday that New People’s Army (NPA) 
guerrillas in Quezon province are extorting “fees” from 
candidates in the barangay elections in exchange for 
assurances that they could campaign freely in villages 
controlled by the rebels. 


Col. Reynaido Wycoco, Quezon PC-INP [Philippine 
Constabulary-Integrated National Police] provincial 
commander, revealed this during a briefing on the peace 
and order situation in this province for Defense Secre- 
tary Fidel V. Ramos and local officials who were moni- 
toring preparations for the barangay elections tomorrow. 


In another report, military officials also bared a plan by 
communist insurgents to attack government, military, 
and private installations in Southern Tagalog on or 
before the celebration of the anniversary of the New 
People’s Army (NPA) on March 29. 


In his report, Colonel Wycoco told Secretary Ramos and 
Rep. Bienvenido Marquez. Jr. (LDP [Laban ng Demok- 
ratikong Pilipino—Struggle of Philippine Democrats], 
Quezon) that the rebels are collecting from P [pesos] 200 
to P400 per candidate before they could campaign in 
rebelheld barangays. 


Wycoco said there are 213 barangays considered as “hot 
spots” all over the province while the number of CPP- 
supported candidates in Quezon is 172. 


He said it is also possible that some candidates are 
making secret compromises with the underground in 
order to win in the election. 


Brig. Gen. Benjamin Dizon, PC-INP Recom [Regional 
Command] 4 commander, said there are at least five 
barangays in Quezon with any candidates. [sentence as 
published] 


Dizon said the Southern Tagalog region has 473 
barangays considered as “hot spots” with Quezon as the 
most critical province. 


In a meeting in the Bondoc Peninsula, Lt. Col. Renato 
Jamora, commander of the 42nd Infantry Battalion, 
informed Ramos, Marquez, Quezon Gov. Eduardo 
Rodriguez, and 11! municipal mayors of the rebels’ plan 
to attack military, public and private estz blishments on 
or before March 29. 


Jamora said the NPA rebels in the 12 towns of Bondoc 
Peninsula have been actively campaigining for their 
candidates in the village polls and warning of reprisals if 
these candidates lose in the election. 
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He said the rebels are also stockpiling food, medicines, 
ammunition, and other needs preparatory to launching 
the attacks. 


Jamora added at least three towns in the peninsula are 
primary targets of the insurgents. He said the rebels are 
contemplating ambuscades, penetration and control of 
military supply routes, and simultaneous attacks against 
three municipal halls in the peninsula. 


Jamora added that the Bagong Nabal ng Bayan 
(BANABA) [New People’s Navy] has mobilized 
resources to upgrade its seacraft in the coastal areas of 


Quezon province. 


The NPA naval unit depends so much on the coopera- 
tion and assistance by fishing boat owners and fishermen 
who lend their boats to the rebels when asked. 


Comelec, PC Officials Assure Peaceful Polls 
HK2703092789 Manila Manila Broadcasting Company 
DZRH in Tagalog 0800 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[Text] The Commission on Elections [Comelec] today 
assured that tomorrow’s barangay elections will be peace- 
ful and orderly. Comelec chairman Hilario Davide Jr also 
said that some | million candidates will run against each 
other in 51,000 barangays all over the country. 


The Comelec chief reported that so far, six men have 
been killed in polls-related violence. Chairman Davide 
added that he has filed a resolution urging ab investiga- 
tion as to why some barangays have no candidates. The 
commission is monitoring the number of barangays with 
no candidates in order to decide whether to hold special 
elections or not. The Armed Forces of the Philippines is 
also reportedly prepared to assume their duties as Com- 
elec deputies. 


Here is Chairman Davide in an interview with Jennifer 
Postigo: 


[Begin Davide recording in English] I would expect the 
elections tomorrow to be relatively and generally peace- 
ful and I hope that more and more people will be coming 
out to vote tomorrow, realizing the importance and 
significance of the political exercise. So, | would like to 
reiterate my plea before: that nobody should ever belittle 
the barangay elections and all those qualified to vote 
should, unless justified by circumstances beyond control, 
vote on election day. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, Philippine Constabulary-Integrated National 
Police [PC-INP] chief Major General Ramon Montano 
also gave assurance of peaceful and orderly barangay polls 
tomorrow. Here is the report by Cesar Chavez of Mobile 9: 


[Begin recording] PC-INP Chief General Ramon Mon- 
tano assured that the barangay polls will be peaceful in 
spite of New People’s Army's [NPA] threats to win 60 
percent of all barangays in the country and in spite of 
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possible clashes between the NPA and the CAFGU 
{Citizens Armed Forces Geographical Unit] after the 
latter was designated by the Armed Forces as peace- 
keeper on election day. 


However, Montano said CAFGU members were depu- 
tized only in areas where NPA threats are not very great. 
Regular enlisted Armed Forces personnel will be posted 
or deputized in hot spots on election day. 


According to Montano, some of the hot spot areas are 
found in Region 8 especially in Samar, Region 5 partic- 
ularly in Masbate, Region 2 particularly in Kalinga- 
Apayao, Cagayan, Ifugao and Abra in Region |. The 
Armed Forces also considers parts of Mindanao as hot 
spots, notably Davao City. 


Montano dismissed the ability of the CPP [Communist 
Party of the Philippines]-NPA to sow discord in Metro 
Manila on election day. He claimed that military men 
will be deployed in all precincts in order to stop the 
CPP-NPA from advancing their interests on election 
day. [Montano recording indistinct] [end recording] 


Military Moves To Foil Rebel Election ‘Plot’ 
HK2703041189 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY 
INQUIRER in English 27 Mar 89 pp 1, 10 


[Text] The Armed Forces was placed on red alert starting 
today, following reports of a communist plot to capture 
the leadership in about 27,000 out of some 42,000 
barangays in tomorrow’s elections. 


Col. Juanito Riniando, AFP [Armed Forces of the Phil- 
ippines] spokesman, yesterday said the Army, Navy and 
Air Force had been ordered to provide full support to all 
Constabulary regional commands which have the 
“primary responsibility” of ensuring peace and order 
during the elections. 


aando said the Air Force was also helping the Com- 
< [Commission on Elections], transport election par- 
aphernalia to areas that are inaccesible by land. 


Col. Gerardo Flores, chief of PC [Philippine Constabulary] 
intelligence yesterday confirmed an eerlier report that 
communist rebels plan to control the b ..angays by sup- 
porting candidates and ensuring their victory at the polls. 


The rebel plan to field or support candidates was earlier 

confirmed by Rodolfo Salas, alleged chairman of the 

Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP), in an inter- 

— with the INQUIRER at his detention cell in Camp 
rame. 
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Flores said documents gathered by the intelligence com- 
munity indicated that the CPP and its military arm, the 
New People’s Army [NPA], “aim to capture the leader- 
ship in at least 60 percent of the barangays in towns 
where they are strong in order to control various associ- 
ations of barangay captains in the municipal, district and 
provincial levels.” 


He said the communists will also “try to ensure the 
victory of at least four candidates” in areas they are 
trying to inflitrate. 


The guerillas also damaged two Sikorsky helicopter 
gunships, two Huey helicopters, a Scorpion reconnais- 
sance vehicle, a weapons carrier and a military jeep. 


Kintanar claimed the AFP had 128 casualties (regular 
troops and vigilantes), including a Constabulary major, 
several lieutenants. 


Constabulary station commander and several sergeants. 
A total of 92 others were wounded and seven were 
captured. 


The NPA lost 21 high-powered rifles, four handgunds, 
and four anti-tank land mines. At lest 38 NPA rebels 
were killed and 25 were wounded. 


Kintanar said that from July 1987 to October last year, 
the NPA Northern Luzon command increased its com- 
pany formations by three, its platoon formations by two 
and its squads by 14. It has also acquired 674 new 
firearms, 575 of which are high-powered. 


The Northern Luzon command also expanded to cover 
468 more barangays and five towns. 


In Mindanao, Kintanar said, the NPA recovered from its 
setbacks in 1985 and 1986, having seized at least 200 
high-powered rifles in 1988 alone. 


The rebel chief also denied newspaper reports that the 
CPP Central Committee has ordered a stop to the 
operations of the Manila-based urban guerilla groups 
Alex Boncayao Brigade (ABB). 


Kintanar said the committee merely ordered the group to 
be more selective in choosing its targets and limit them to 
soldiers and policemen who have committed serious 
crimes against the civilians and political activists. 


He said ABB members have in fact upgraded their skills 
and are now prepared to carry out bigger operations. 
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Camps in ‘Various’ Alert States 
HK2703071389 Manila MANILA BULLETIN 
in English 27 Mar 89 p 18 


[Text] The Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) 
placed yesterday on various state of alert all military 


camps throughout the country in preparation for the 
barangay elections tomorrow. 


At least more than 17,000 barangays in eight regions in 
the country have been pinpointed by the military as 
potential election “hot spots,” while five areas in Metro 
Manila (Sta. Mesa, Tondo, Las Pinas, Paranaque, and 
Muntinlupa) have been described as “dangerous zones.” 


The National Capital Region Defense Command 
(NCRDC) in Camp Aguinaldo reported that in Metro 
Manila, military and police units have been on blue alert 
since Friday. 


Red alert status is expected to be raised starting today to 
— peaceful and honest elections, military officials 


In other parts of the country, military field commanders 
are also set to declare either blue or red alert status, 
depending on their assessment of peace and order situ- 
ation in their respective areas. 


When a blue alert is raised, half of military personnel of 
a camp are confined to quarters. A red alert status, on the 
other hand, would require all officers and enlisted men 
to report for duty and stand by for any call by the high 
command. All work leaves and furloughs are cancelled 
for the duration of the red alert status. 


The AFP said regional military officials have been 
meeting with representatives of the Commission on 
Elections (Comelec) during the past few days to come up 
with final recommendations on operational and security 
measures for the polls. 


Yesterday, intelligence reports declassified by the Con- 
stabulary headquarters at Camp Crame, Quezon City 
revealed that communist rebels aim to get at least 60 
percent of the barangay officials in towns under their 
influence. 


Reports said the rebels would try to gain a foothold or 
control various associations of barangay captains on the 
municipal, district, and provincial levels through a three- 
stage scheme. 


These stages are: 


1. Pre-election stage when members of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines (CPP) are assigned to study the 
issues Concerning the elections and determine the areas 
where the party can influence voters in favor of its 
candidates. 
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2. Election day stage is the monitoring of progress of the 
elections by the CPP to counter all forms of harassments 
anc frauds, if results do not favor its candidates. 

3. Post-election stage is when the party follows up all its 
supported cardidates. Losing bets, the reports said, will 
still be used as possible contacts, while winning candi- 
dates will be “reminded of the agreement entered into 
with the party before the elections.” 


Constabulary officials revealed that the CPP and its 
military arm, the New People’s Army (NPA), will 
encourage candidates to air reformist ideas “so long as 
they are not counter revolutionary.” 


Under the guidelines imposed by the CPP among its 
members, district and section committees in each town 
will be reponsible for the campaign of the movement's 
candidates, while the guerrilla front committee is assigned 
to implement election-related. [sentence as published] 


Military Put on Red Alert 
HK2803024189 Manila Far East Broadcasting 
Company in English 2300 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[Text] Armed Forces Chief of Staff General Renato de 
Villa ordered a nationwide red alert for the 165,000- 
member military force to forestall any attempt by the 
rebels to disrupt today’s barangay elections. The red alert 
Status is also in anticipation of the threat by the New 
People’s Army to launch simultaneous attacks on the 20th 
founding anniversary of the NPA tomorrow. De Villa 
cancelled the furloughs and passes of military personnel 
for the duration of the red alert status which started at 
noon yesterday [27 March]. Troops in every military 
installation are in a high state of combat alert and ready to 
move in for any emergency. Perimeter guards were also 
increased and mobile patrols were ordered out as precau- 
tionary measures. Vehicles entering military camps will be 
subjected to rigid inspections, and civilians going inside 
will be checked for hidden weapons. 


Meanwhile Constabulary Chief Major General Ramon 
Montano belittled the alleged plan by the communist 
rebels to capture 60 percent of the elective posts at stake 
in today’s barangay polls. Montano was reacting to what 
he described as a grandiose plan by the Communist 
Party of the Philippines [CPP] to win a majority during 
the barangay elections. Captured documents indicate 
that the CPP would try to capture at least 60 percent of 
the entire barangay elective posts, or at least four of the 
seven at stake in every barangay. According to Montano, 
although the CPP indeed has a plan to capture 60 
percent of the barangay posts, there are no indications 
that they can do it as of now. 


Meanwhile the Comelec [Commission on Elections] has 
allowed the postponement of the elections in 11 villages 
in Negros Oriental and Davao del Sur due to deteriorat- 
ing peace-and-order conditions there. Comelec Chair- 
man Hilario Davide Jr ordered the postponement after 
receiving recommendations from the military, Comelec 


FBIS-EAS-89-058 
28 March 1989 


fieldmen, and residents themselves. Davide identified 
the affected areas as eight mountaino. ; barangays in the 
towns as Jimalalud and Pamplona in Negros Oriental, 
and three rebel-infested barangays in Santa Cruz, Davao 
del Sur. He said the Comelec would schedule special 
elections in those areas at a later date. He also said both 
the military and Comelec officials in Negros Oriental 
recommended the postponement of the elections in eight 
barangays of the province due to the active presence of 
the communist New People’s Army. 


Meanwhile Comelec Executive Director Vicente Medina 
said the poll body is monitoring the situations in the areas 
tagged by the military as political hotspots. Regarding 
barangays where there are no candidates, or where only 
two or three have filed certificates of candidacy, Medina 
said Section 5 of Republic Act 5679 clearly provides that 
in default of any duly elected member of the Sanguniang 
Barangay [Barangay Board], they can [words indistinct] by 
the city or municipal mayor concerned. 


Barangay Election Said Orderly, Peaceful 
HK2803052989 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan 


in Tagalog 0400 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[Text] The barangay election, which is being held today, 
has been orderly and peaceful. This is the third election 
to be held under the Aquino administration, with the 
supervision of the Commission on Elections [Comelec]. 
Twenty-nine thousand Filipinos are expected to vote. 


President Corazon Aquino led the nation in the voting in 
the barangay poll. The president voted in Tarlac, Tarlac, 
at exactly 1000 today. Ed Padua of the PBS [Philippine 
Broadcasting System] Public Affairs Section reports: 


{Begin recording] At present the president is casting her 
ballot. This ordinary act, by the president, shows her filling 
out her ballot. While the authentication is made by the 
chairman for this precinct, Mrs Norma Dollentes, and by 
the poll clerk Teresita Buan, this is being witnessed by Mrs 
Jovita Bacanes, who is another member of this polling 
precinct. We are at the Central Azucarera de Tarlac, 
precinct No 56, and the president has been registered as 
voter No 106. She is accompanied by her daughter, Maria 
Victoria, who is voter No 107. This is our president, the 
ordinary voter—this is what we call an example of the 
triumph of grass-roots democracy. [end recording] 


Meanwhile Comelec Chairman Hilario Davide Jr cited 
the areas where the barangay poll has been suspended. 
The decision was made last night at an en banc meeting. 


[Begin Davide recording in English] There are only very 
very few barangays in our list where the elections have 
been ordered postponed. We have Jose Rizal and Santa 
Cruz, Davao del Sur. We also have three barangays in 
South Cotabato. We have one barangay in Lake Sebu, 
also in South Cotabata. The first three barangays are in 
Malapatan. In Davao Oriental, we have one barangay in 
Lupon. In Davao City, we have five barangays in the 
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Pakibato District, and two barangays in the Toril Dis- 
trict. In Negros, we have five barangays in Guihulngan, 
six barangays in La Liberta, and one barangay in Jima- 
lalud. These, so far, are the reported barangays where the 
elections have been ordered postponed. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, one person was killed and three were seri- 
ously injured when they were attacked this morning by 
armed men at Sitio Benigno Aquino, Sitio Katipunero, 
and Sitio Second Barrio in South Cotabato. Ricky Gime- 
nez has the full report: 


[Begin recording] A report received by DXRP, Radio 
Davao, said the victims were heading for their voting 
centers when they were ambushed at around 0700 today. 
A medical team identified one of the victims as Rene 
Montilla, while the wounded were Rogelio Mata, Alad- 
din Toca, and Wilfredo Mayornida. A joint Philippine 
Constabulary-Army team is now hunting down the 
armed men, and an additional security unit has been sent 
to Barangay Miasong to bolster the Civilian Armed 
Forces Geographical Unit elements who are securing the 
voting centers in those barangays. This is Ricky Gimenez 
of DXRP, Davao, reporting. [end recording] 


Comelec has been receiving numerous complaints of vio- 
lations of election laws. Most of the violations involve 
campaigning inside the voting centers and the handing out 
of leaflets, as well as the continuing rounds by candidates’ 
motorcades. It was also reported that some voters could 
not find their names in the Comelec lists. 


Meanwhile Attorney Vic de Lima, Comelec executive 
director, reported on this morning’s violations: 


[Begin recording] Those who are distributing campaign 
leaflets and paraphernalia at this time are breaking the 
law. The campaign ended last night at midnight, so the 
handing out of campaign leaflets is a violation of the law. 
We are calling for an end to all this. [end recording] 


Candidate Killed; No Candidates in 14 Barangays 
HK2803063389 Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE 
in English 28 Mar 89 p 7 


[By Eric Gallego and Carlos Marquez Jr] 


[Text] A candidate for barangay captain in Bukidnon 
province was shot dead by two unidentified women in 
Maramag, Bukidnon at 10:30 a.m. Sunday, the military 
said yesterday. 


The candidate, Tito Cobura, was distributing campaign 
leaflets in Barangay Camp Uno, Maramag town when 
the assailants sneaked up from behind and shot him 
several times. 


The assailants then fled toward a sugar plantation where 
they were cornered by responding government troops. 
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Unable to find the two women at once, the soldiers set 
fire to the six-hectare plantation and recovered the 
bodies of the two later. The bodies could not be imme- 
diately identified by the military. 


In Nueva Ecija, military authorities said yesterday that 
14 barangay in four towns do not have any candidate for 
today’s barangay elections apparently because of intim- 
idation by New People’s Army [NPA] rebels. 


The Constabulary regional command also said that the 
rebels are backing candidates in 63 rebel-infested 
barangay throughout the province. 


Capt. Nicanor Casaclang, operations officer of the pro- 
vincial command, said government troops have been 
ordered to intensify operations today to safeguard the 
election process. 


He said the command has requested for augmentation 
troops composed of 10 platoons from the 56th and 7!Ist 
infantry battalions of the Philippine Army to conduct 
security operations in barangay threatened by violent 
disruptions. 


The barangay without any candidates are Bagting and 
Nacasandal in Gabaldon town; Balangkare Sur, Bala- 
reng, Picalion, Pula, and Pulong Singkamas in Gen. 
Natividad; Poblacion Centro, Agpanawag, Gen. Luna 
and portal in Rizal; Pangarulong and Siclong in Laur; 
and Macabalag in Guimba. 


The military said these barangay are heavily influenced 
by communist rebels. 


Commission on Elections [Comelec] officials however said 
they have yet to verify the military’s report on those areas. 
However, Victor Carillo, a Comelec personnel said that 
two of the 14 barangay—Pulong Singkamas in Gen., 
Natividad and Macabalag in Guimba—have been deserted 
by residents since 1977 because of activities of the NPA. 


In Negros Occidental, Right-wing Negros Anti-Commu- 
nist Crusade (NACC) said 80 candidates for barangay 
posts in five towns and two cities are backed by the 
Communist Party. 


In leaflets distributed in Bacolod City yesterday, the 
NACC enumerated the towns where rebel-backed candi- 
dates were running and how many they are: Magalona, 
20; Bago City, 13; Pontivedra, nine; La Carlota City 20; 
Hinigaran, five, Valladolid, two and Binalbagan, 10. 


The NACC list does not cover the towns in the so-called 
““Chicks” area which is considered the hotbed of the 
province’s insurgency problem. 


The NACC said it was not able to reach this town. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 
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Solarz, Sitthi Discuss Cambodia, Refugees 
BK2803011189 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
28 Mar 89 p 4 


{Text} Washington wants play an active role in the 
Kampuchean issue, United States Congressman Stephen 
Solarz told Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila yesterday. 


Mr Solarz, an expert on Asia, met ACM [Air Chief 
Marshal] Sitthi for an hour yesterday and is to go to 
Hanoi and Phnom Penh after visiting the site 2 and B 
refugee camps on the Thai-Kampuchean border. 


Ministry spokesman Chet Sucharitkun said Mr Solarz 
conferred with ACM Sitthi on various aspects of propos- 
als by the People’s Republic of Kampuchea and ASEAN. 


Assistant Army Commander Gen Suchinda Khraprayun 
also attended the meeting but Mr Chet refused to give 
more details about his presence. 


Mr Chet said Mr Solarz was on a fact-finding mission in 
the region, and his visit to Phnom Penh did not imply 
US recognition for the Vietnam-installed Phnom Penh 
regime. Mr Solarz visited Kampuchea in 1981 and 1984. 


Commenting on a US role in the Kampuchea issue, Mr 
Solarz said: “That’s one question I’m going around the 
region to answer and I want to get the judgement of our 
friends and others in the area to make a decision on that. 


““But my general view is that the US does have a role to 
play in encouraging a constructive resolution of the 
Kampuchean problem in as much as it would contribute 
to peace and stability in the region,” he said. 


Mr Solarz said ACM Sithi had played a critical role in 
shaping a regional and international response to the 
problem over the last decade. 


Apart from Kampuchea, Mr Solarz and ACM Sitthi 
discussed refugees. Before arriving here on Sunday, Mr 
Solarz met Kampuchean resistence leader Prince Siha- 
nouk in Beijing. 


PM’s Policy Adviser Surakiat Comments on GSP 
BK2803015589 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
28 Mar 89 p 2 


[Text] Thailand will suffer little from cuts in the United 
States’ Generalised System of Preference [GSP], PM’s 
[Prime Minister’s} adviser Surakiat Sathianthai said 
yesterday. 


Addressing a discussion at the Commercial Relations 
Department, Mr Surakiat said Washington applied GSP 
privileges to small trading countries and to goods that 
did not sell well on US markets. 
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The cuts for four categories of Thai products could be 
translated into an annual loss of nine million baht, he said. 


“If we agreed to US call for drug patents and computer 
software protection, our country would be adversely 
affected a great deal more,” Mr Surakiat said. 


The adviser said there was still time for negotiations 
despite Thailand’s prospects of being listed as a candi- 
date for tough retaliatory action under Section 301 of the 
Trade Act. 


Thailand should not worry too much about Section 301 
which was only a device to threaten other countries to 
protect US patents and copyrights, he said. 


The Government, he said, has reduced import duty on 
American apples, wheat and protein form soybean and 
has amended regulations on trademarks, he said. 


Sitthi, Rogachev View Sino-Soviet Summit 
BK2803060489 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia 
in English 1500 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[Text] Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev 
discussed the Kampuchean problem and upcoming Sino- 
Soviet summit with Thai Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawet- 
sila on 27 March. 


Mr Sitthi told reporters after his 50-minute meeting with 
the Soviet official that both he and Mr Rogachev agreed 
that informal regional talks on Kampuchea in Jakarta in 
February this year failed because the leaders of the 
warring Kampuchean factions could not yet settle their 
differences. Mr Sitthi said the best way to achieve a 
settlement in Kampuchea, occupied by Vietnam since 
1979, was for the anti-Vietnamese resistance and the 
Hanoi-backed Phnom Penh government to negotiate 
first among themselves. 


Indonesia hosted two rounds of regional talks on Kam- 
puchea in July 1988 and February 1989, which included 
the four warring Kampuchean factions, Vietnam, its 
ally—Laos, and the six states of the noncommunist 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, or ASEAN. 
ASEAN groups Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, Singapore, and Thailand. Hanoi and its client 
government in Phnom Penh have described the Jakarta 
meeting as successful despite the fact that the positions 
held by conflicting Kampuchean factions remain far 
apart. Vietnam, a Soviet ally, invaded Kampuchea in 
December 1978, and the following month ousted the 
Chinese-backed Khmer Rouge government. 


Mr Sitthi said Mr Rogachev has told him that he planned 
to visit China soon to make preparations for the Sino- 
Soviet summit. The May summit is the first in 20 years. 
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It will take place in Beijing between Soviet leader Mik- 
hail Gorbachev and China’s senor leader Deng Xiaop- 
ing. It will (?seal) the full normalization of relations 
between the two communist giants, which split in the 
1960’s over geostrategic and ideological issues. 


Mr Rogachev is here to attend the 45th annual meeting 
of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific [ESCAP]. The ESCAP session 
began here today and ends on 5 April. 


USSR Urges Setting Up of Trade Committee 
BK2503081289 Bangkok Domestic Service 
in English 0000 GMT 25 Mar 89 


[Text] The Soviet Union has urged Thailand to set up a 
joint Thai-Soviet trade committee. The socialist govern- 
ment made its call through its trade representative in 
Vienna during talks with Deputy Commerce Minister 
Phinya Chuaiplot. Mr Phinya, who visited European 
countries between 14 to 20 March to explore Thai trade 
expansion projects, says the Soviet Union also invited 
Thailand to join in organizing an international trade fair 
in its country. 


Besides trade talks with Soviet authorities, Mr Phinya 
says an Austrian firm also pledged to purchase 3,000 
tonnes of coffee beans from Thailand. He says Austria’s 
rubber importing company agreed also to buy 10,000 
tonnes of Thai rubber as well as an amount of rubber 
latex. Mr Phinya adds that he has asked East Germany to 
import coffee beans from Thailand. 


Chatchai Leaves for India Visit 28 Mar 
BK2803095089 Hong Kong AFP in English 0941 GMT 
28 Mar 89 


[Text] Bangkok, March 28 (AFP)—Thai Prime Minister 
Chatchai Chunhawan left here Tuesday [28 Marchs] for 
New Delhi for a five-day official visit and talks with his 
Indian counterpart Rajiv Gandhi on trade and regional 
political issues. 


Mr. Chatchai, who is the first Thai prime minister to 
visit India, is returning a visit here by Mr. Gandhi in 
October 1986. 


Mr. Gandhi promised during that visit to talk to Soviet 
leaders about the Cambodian problem. Since then, India 
has been more involved in helping end the crisis in 
Cambodia, occupied since 1979 by Vietnamese troops who 
toppled a Chinese-backed Khmer Rouge government. 


Thailand has led non-communist Southeast Asia in 
opposing the Vietnamese occupation as a threat to 
regional security, but has moved towards rapprochement 
under Mr. Chatchai. Phnom Penh Premier Hun Sen 
visited Bangkok in January. 
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Mr. Chatchai has said that his visit to India was aimed at 
Strengthening relations and also promoting trade 
between the two countries. 


He said India had a large investment in Thailand, 
especially the Birla group which had built several useful 
projects here, such as a paper pulp project. 


About 100 reporters, businessmen and officials includ- 
ing Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila; Science, Technol- 
ogy and Energy Minister Prachuap Chaiyasan; and min- 
ister attached to the Prime Minister’s Office Suphattra 
Matsadit accompanied Mr. Chatchai. 


Several agreements will be signed during this trip, Mr. 
Chatchai said, adding that a major one was on mutual 
assistance in technology for petroleum production. 


Mr. Chatchai will return home Saturday [1 April]. 


Editorial Views Trip 
BK2803013789 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
28 Mar 89 p 8 


[Nation Editorial: “A new beginning in the Thai-Indian 
Relations”’] 


[Text] Prime Minister General Chatchai Chunhawan is 
leaving for a five-day visit to India today. But even 
though this is the first official visit of a Thai premier to 
that country, it has not generated much public interest. 
Expectations of the Thai government in this visit are not 
high either. Why? 


Culturally and historically, Thailand and India are 
closely related. Yet few, if any at all, would say Thais and 
Indians are “brothers” like the way Thais and Chinese or 
Thais and Laotians are. 


Thailand and India evidently drifted apart after the 
Second World War when Thailand joined the US in 
trying to contain communism. India, on the other hand, 
became a leader of the non-aligned movement and 
subsequently befriended the Soviet Union. India also 
recognized the pro-Hanoi Khmer regime in Phnom 
Penh, the People’s Republic of Kampuchea (PRK), 
whereas Thailand and ASEAN supported the Coalition 
Government of Democratic Kampuchea (CGDK) which 
has been opposing the PRK and the Vietnamese military 
occupation of Kampuchea. 


Trade between Thailand and India has been lackadaisi- 
cal although the two countries signed a trade agreement 
in 1968 and set up a trade commission in 1985 to 
promote economic contacts. The trade commission has 
so far met only three times without making much 
progress. In 1987, trade between the two countries 
amounted to about Bt [baht] 5 billion (compared with 
Bt23 billion in Thailand’s trade with China), with mung 
bean accounted for about 60 per cent of the Thai exports, 
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and diamonds and other precious stones accounted for 
about 60 per cent of the Thai imports from India. Thailand 
suffered a trade deficit of about Bt!.2 billion in 1987. 


Thailand hopes to urge India to import Thai manufac- 
tured products so that the trade deficit could be nar- 
rowed. However, the Thai Chamber of Commerce does 
not expect the Thai-Indian trade pattern to undergo any 
drastic change as a result of Premier Chatchai’s visit. 
The two economies are competing more with each other 
than complementing. Businessmen in Thailand, many of 
them are ethnic Chinese, are not as interested in India as 
in China. And China usually gives Thailand a better deal 
and special considerations; India doesn’t. 


Nevertheless, India, under the dynamic leadership of 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi seems more enthusiastic 
now to improve ties with Thailand and other countries 
in ASEAN. He visited Thailand in October 1986 and 
signed a bilateral technical cooperation with the then 
Premier Gen Prem Tinsulanon. Prem also accepted an 
invitation to visit India but he left office before he had 
an opportunity to make the trip. 


Gandhi visited Beijing last December to normalize ties 
with China as part of his diplomatic campaign to adjust 
India’s posture to the new era of openness and restruc- 
turing in international relations. 


Thailand, under Premier Chatchai, is also adjusting its 
posture too. Thailand, for example, welcomes the end of 
the Cold War and the developing Sino-Soviet rapproche- 
ment. It has improved ties with Laos and Vietnam. 
Premier Chatchai’s visit will thus create an opportunity 
for Thai and Indian leaders to exchange views and 
apprise each other of their respective intentions. We 
believe the two sides will find that they share similar 
aspirations in national development and face similar 
problems such as trade protectionism in the West. 


Therefore there is plenty of room for bilateral coopera- 
tion. In fact, technical cooperation has aiready taken 
shape with remarkable results. An agreement on techni- 
cal cooperation in petro-chemical will be signed during 
Premier Chatchai’s visit to India. 


Opportunities also exist for more bilateral investment 
joint ventures in fishing and manufacturing industries. 
The Bera Group of India is interested in investing more 
in Thailand. The Indian government has just held a trade 
and industrial exhibition in Bangkok. 


In order to increase trade and promote bilateral cooper- 
ation India should, first of all, recognize that Thailand is 
no longer a Cold War pawn of the U.S. Gandhi should be 
able to see this and assure Chatchai that he and India are 
willing and ready to treat Thailand as an equal partner. 
Such mutual acceptance is the most important achieve- 
ment we can expect out of this visit. 
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ROK’s Choe Comments on Regional Issues 
BK2603053589 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
26 Mar 89 pp 1-2 


{By Phana Chanwirot and Toemsak C. Phalanuphap] 


[Text] South Korea will cooperate with Thailand and 
other ASEAN countries in “opening” Indochina after 
peace returns to Kampuchea, according to South Korean 
Foreign Minister Choe Ho-chung. 


Choe told THE NATION in an interview yesterday that 
the private sector of his country has already shown 
interests in trade and economic contacts with Vietnam. 


He noted that recent developments indicated that the 
possibility of an agreement on Kampuchea among all 
parties concerned is increasing although it is still prema- 
ture to say when the Kampuchean problem will be 
completely solved. 


He also said it is hard to predict the outcome of the 
upcoming Sino-Soviet summit but “we do hope that the 
summit will bring about a substantial breakthrough on 
Kampuchea.” 


South Korea has backed Thailand and ASEAN on the 
Kampuchean question. 


Choe said his country’s relations with Indochina will be 
formulated “in full consideration of efforts made by 
ASEAN to bring peace to Kampuchea” and also the 
future prospect over the Kampuchean problem. 


South Korea was one of the first countries to resume 
normal relationship with Burma after the military coup 
by General Saw Maung last September. 


Choe said South Korea welcomes the current open-door 
economic policy of Burma, which he believes “will 
greatly contribute not only to the economic development 
of the country, but to the regional stability and prosper- 
ity in the long run.” 


Burma, Choe reported, will soon open its embassy in 
Seoul. At present, the Burmese Embassy in Tokyo han- 
dles relations with South Korea. 


When asked whether he believes “free and fair’ general 
elections would actually be held in Burma—as promised 
by Gen Saw Maung next year, Choe declined to com- 
ment saying that this is an internal affair of Burma. 


However, he noted that there have been “new signs” of 
political development in Burma toward democratiza- 
tion, such as the political programmes announced by the 
Rurmese government last February. 
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Choe, who was appointed foreign minister last Decem- 
ber, arrived in Bangkok last Thursday [23 March] for a 
four-day official visit. Thailand is the first country he is 
visiting in his capacity as foreign minister. 


He and his wife were granted an audience with His 
Majesty the King yesterday. 


Tomorrow he will head the South Korean delegation to 
the opening session of ESCAP [Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the Pacific]. After that he will 
leave for Hungary. 


Choe said South Korea will not discourage its friends 
and allies from improving their relations with North 
Korea. This is in line with the new policy in President 
No Tae-u’s Special Declaration for Self-Esteem, Unifi- 
cation and Prosperity on July 7, 1988. 


He said South Korea is “highly appreciative”’ of the Thai 
cautious attitude toward relations with North Korea. 


North Korea has urged Thailand to open [an] embassy in 
Pyongyang and allow the opening of a North Korean 
embassy in Bangkok. So far, Thailand still has remained 
non-committal on this question. The Thai ambassador 
to China in Beijing is concurrently accredited to North 
Korea and the North Korean amebassador to Malaysia 
in Kuala Lumpur is concurrently accredited to Thailand. 


North Korea has opened a trade office in Bangkok and 
has been actively promoting trade with Thailand. But the 
two-way trade between North Korea and Thailand is still 
negligible, amounting to just about 300-500 million baht 
a year, whereas trade between South Korea and Thailand 
in 1987 exceeded 11 billion baht. 


During the first three quarters of 1988, the Thai-South 
Korean trade amounted to about |! billion baht. Thai- 
land suffered a trade deficit of about 5.8 billion baht 
during the first ten months of last year in trading with 
South Korea. 


When Choe met with Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila 
on Friday, Sitthi brought up the Thai trade deficit issue 
and urged his South Korean counterpart to help relax 
import restrictions and lower trade barriers so that 
Thailand can export more products, especially tapioca 
and mung bean, to South Korea. 


The two foreign ministers signed a bilateral agreement 
on investment promotion and protection at the end of 
their meeting Friday. Choe said the agreement will 
encourage more South Korean investment in Thailand. 


Thirty projects of South Koreans, with a combined 
investment of about $100 million, have already been 
granted promotional privileges here. At least 15 more 
projects are under planning. 
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Choe said South Korea has a huge surplus of hard 
currencies and is thus encouraging its investors to rein- 
vest their profits overseas. In Southeast Asia, Indonesia 
has the largest share of direct private investment from 
South Korea; Thailand has the second largest. 


On average, about 500 tourists from South Korea visit 
Thailand each day. The national airlines of the two 
countries early this month agreed to increase their 
respective flights between Bangkok and Seoul from 
seven to 11 a week to serve the growing demand. 


Sitthi, Choe Hold Discussions 
BK2503064189 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
25 Mar 89 p 4 


[Text] South Korea yesterday called on Thailand to 
support its effort to join the United Nations. 


The request was made to Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawet- 
sila by South Korean Foreign Minister Choe Ho-chung 
during a meeting yesterday, according to Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman Chet Sucharitkun. 


He said Mr Choe asked Thailand to persuade the UN 
Security Council to endorse South Korea’s application 
for a seat in the world body. 


The South Korean bid to join the UN is being opposed 
by North Korea on grounds that the two countries are 
moving towards unification. 


Mr Chet said Mr Choe also informed ACM [Air Chief 
Marshal] Sitthi yesterday of his country’s wish to have 
sectoral dialogues with ASEAN. 


On bilateral matters, ACM Sitthi urged South Korea to 
ease its import quota restrictions on tapioca and beans to 
improve trade balance. 


Program for Repatriated Cambodians 
BK 1903042189 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
19 Mar 89 p 3 


[Text] Thailand is drawing up a three-year programme to 
provide education and vocational training to displaced 
Kampucheans before they are sent home under the 
repatriation scheme. 


Maj-Gen Sanan Khachonklam, chief of the Displaced 
Persons Unit of the Supreme Command, said on Friday 
that the blueprint of the programme would be completed 
next month after which it would be forwarded to the 
Cabinet for approval. 


Discussions will then be held with the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees, the United Nations 
Border Relief Operation, donor countries and other 
voluntary organisations to prepare for the launching of 
the programme, he said. 
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The sprawling Khao-I-Dang holding centre in Ta Phraya 
District of Prachin Buri which used to house more than 
100,000 displaced Kampucheans at its peak will be 
turned into a centre for educational and vocational 
training with accommodation for up to 10,000 people. 


Maj-Gen Sanan went on to say that the Khao-Il-Dang 
training centre would also take Kampucheans from 
neighbouring Site 2 for training because the trainees can 
travel to the site and return to their camp within a day. 


Apart from the permanent training ground at Khao-I- 
Dang, mobile training units will also be despatched to 
Site B and Site 8 border encampments on an occasional 
basis to provide training to the Kampucheans for about 
a week at a time, said the general, adding that schools 
would also be set up in temporary camps for children 
and housewives. 


He noted that the courses would focus on Khmer lan- 
guage and vocational training with little English because 
the Kampuchean people are to be sent home, not to 
resettlement countries. 


3,000 Flee Shelling Near Burma Border 
BK2603015089 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
26 Mar 89 p 2 


[Text] Tha Song Yang, Tak—About 40 stray artillery 
shells from Burma hit Ban Mae Tan village in this 
northern district on Friday [24 March] driving some 
3,000 Thais from their homes, according to a border 
patrol policeman. 


The officer said about 50 houses were slightly damaged 
by shrapnel and one shophouse and two houses were 
destroyed by fire from the stray shells between the Karen 
and the Burmese troops. They were engaged in a fierce 
battle at Mawpokay, a Karen military command oppo- 
site Tha Song Yang district. 


The villagers were evacuated to Ban Mai about two 
kilometres from Ban Mae Tan where two Thai men were 
slightly injured during the clashes. 


Both the Karen and the Burmese forces were still fighting 
yesterday, said district chief Phunsak Pranomnoraphan. 
But no stray shells have landed on Thai soil, he added. 
[as published] 


The BPP [Border Patrol Police] officer said 13 armed 
Burmese troops tried to sneak into Thailand but were 
forced back yesterday. 


He said a Thai BPP’s plane was shot at but not damaged 
yesterday by Burmese troops while flying over Thai 
territory near the fighting. 


The Burmese force was trying to capture the Mowpokay 
camp by Tuesday, he said. As of yesterday both troops 
have fired about | ,300 mortar and artillery shells. 
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Eight Karens were killed and 20 injured while about 50 
Burmese troops were killed, a Karen source said. 


Meanwhile Tun Aung Gyaw, chairman of the All Burma 
Students’ Democratic Front (ABSDF), a dissident Bur- 
mese student organization on the Thai-Burmese border, 
yesterday said joint forces of the ABSDF and the Karen 
clashed with the Burmese Army on March 21 inside 
Burma near Kwin Lay village in Hlaing Bwe township. 


He said |! Burmese troops were killed including two 
officers, and 84 were injured including five officers. 


He said two members of the ABSDF force and one Karen 
corporal were also killed during the frontline battle. 


Poll Taken on Chatchai Government Performance 
BK2803015789 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
28 Mar 89 pp I, 2 


[Text] The Chatchai government blew its own trumpet 
yesterday with a report claiming achievements in the 
implementations of most policies announced after the 
administration was formed last August. 


The government said it has successfully supported the 
rapid economic expansion by raising the minimum wage 
and pay scales of government and state enterprise 
employees, reducing personal income taxes and curbing 
retail oil prices. 


Government Spokesman Suwit Yotmani backed up the 
claim with the findings of a government-sponsored opin- 
ion poll showing the majority of Bangkokians and resi- 
dents in major urban centres are generally satisfied with 
the government’s performance. 


Suwit told a press conference that the poll was conducted 
recently by the National Statistics Office in Bangkok, its 
neighbouring provinces and some other major prov- 
inces, including Chiang Mai, Songkhla and Nakhon 
Ratchasima. 


Of the 2,136 respondents, 87 percent say they are happy 
with the overall performance of the government, he said. 


According to the survey, 70 percent, 83 percent and 91 
percent of those interviewed said they are particularly 
happy with the government’s policies on economic, 
political and foreign affairs respectively, Suwit said. 


Ninety percent of the respondents were “extremely sat- 
isfied” with the oil price cut, Suwit said. 


The poll was conducted primarily in urban areas because 
it was intended to test the popularity of the administra- 
tion among well-informed people, added Deputy Gov- 
ernment Spokesman Likhit Hongladarom. 
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Seventy-eight percent of respondents approve the gov- 
ernment’s handling of emergency relief operation for 
flood victims in the South. 


But the poll also indicates that the respondents want the 
government to effectively deal with poverty, drug, AIDS, 
crimes and environmental problems, Suwit said. 


The spokesman said the unemployment rate has 
declined substantially from 1.5 million to 1.19 million 
last year. 


Suwit stated that the Board of Investment has since last 
August approved investment projects with a combined 
cost of bt [baht] 127.32 billion, creating about 240,000 
job opportunities. 


Suwit, however, admitted that the government has to thank 
the Prem administration for many of the achievements. 


“The six-month performance was supported by several 
prominent works created under the economic policy of 
General Prem Tinsulanon’s government,” he said. 


The spokesman said the government is now concentrating 
On measures to support establishment of more provident 
funds in the private sector. One of the measures will be 
more attractive tax privileges for workers and employees 
who adopt provident funds, according to Suwit. 


The government also plans to turn the pension system 
for government and state enterprise employees into a 
provident fund system, Suwit said. 


Finance Ministry sources said the plan is aimed at 
reducing the government’s budgetary burden. 


The source said if the provident fund is introduced in the 
civil servant circle, it will be applied to new officials first. 
Old officials will still be eligible for the pension scheme, 
while those in middle office terms will be allowed to 
choose between the two systems, according to the 
sources. 


In politics, Suwit said the government has been able to 
promote the party system and make the people under- 
stand the importance of elections. 


The government has also banned logging nationwide to 
halt the destruction of the environment, he said. 


On foreign affairs it has continued to join forces with 
other countries to try to solve the Kampuchean problem. 
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Vietnam 


Culture Delegation’s Japan Visit Reported 
BK2403 154289 Hanoi VNA in English 1509 GMT 
24 Mar 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 24—A delegation of the 
Vietnamese Ministry of Culture led by Minister Tran 
Van Phac recently visited Japan at the invitation of the 
Japanese Government. 


While there, the delegation contacted leading officials, 
parliamentarians, representatives of the Ministries of 
Foreign Affairs and Culture, and art circles. The two 
sides exchanged views on the prospect of cultural 
exchange between the two countries. 


Report on Visit by Thai House Delegation 
BK2503 150189 Hanoi VNA in English 1449 GMT 
25 Mar 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 25—*“You believe in Marxism 
and we in capitalism. The two roads cannot meet but 
nothing can prevent you and us from making the right 
choice.” 


These remarks were repeated time and over by Mr 
Prasop Butsarakham, chairman of the Standing Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs of the House of Representa- 
tives of Thailand, during his meetings with Vietnamese 
officials on the occasion of the official visit to Vietnam 
from March 4-14 1989 by a delegation of the committee. 


Mr Prasop Butsarakham said: 


“In fact, how do things stand now? Prime Minister 
Chatchai Chunhawan has expressed his desire to turn 
Indochina from a battlefield into a marketplace. You 
have promised to withdraw all your troops from Kam- 
puchea. That is a good sign. In the coming years, when 
the bridge across the Mekong River is completed Thai 
goods would enter Laos and from there to Vietnam much 
more easily than now. A Vietnamese proverb says that 
‘hearing one hundred times is not as good as seeing 
once.’ Being here we have clearly seen that cooperation 
will be mutually beneficial.” 


Miss Phunsuk Lophachot, assistant secretary of the 
committee, parliament member of the Chat Thai Party, 
the only woman in the delegation, said: 


“| joined the house in 1986. You asked me to comment 
on Prime Minister Chatchai’s declaration to make Indo- 
china a market place. Well, there are some people in 
Thailand who don’t like it, but in general, we Thais are 
happy about it. The prime minister is a man of great 
prescience. Why does Thailand not improve its relations 
with Vietnam?” 
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Asked about the prospect for Vietnamese-Thai trade, 
Sunai Chunlaphongsathon, a lawyer and businessman, 
said: “A good deal of it. The areas of cooperation are 
numerous. But we must not waste time. Our two coun- 
tries are facing a new opportunity. The economists must 
move the cooperation forward. That is the concern of 
realists like me.” 


Major Sihaphon Wichitworasa, for his part, said: “The 
last ten years was a difficult period. Now the Kampuchea 
issue iS nearing a solution, so conditions have become 
more favourable. I support Mr Chatchai’s determination 
to quicken the solution to the Kampuchea issue as shown 
by his meeting with Mr Hun Sen. A friendly policy is 
beneficial to everyone.” 


“In this interdependent world, Thai- Vietnamese cooper- 
ation will have a salutary effect on regional cooperation. 
Our two countries have a guarantee, that is the common 
aspiration to solve the Kampuchea issue. It is so now and 
will be all the more so in the future. As realists, we must 
together help make cooperation more effective.” 


Mongolian Party Member Meets Officials 
BK2703092289 Hanoi VNA in English 0712 GMT 
27 Mar 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 27—Gurractra, member of 
the Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party Central 
Committee, deputy chairman of the People’s Great 
Hural and hero cosmonaut, has paid a visit to Vietnam. 
During his 3-week visit, the Mongolian guest was 
received by Hoang Minh Thang, member of the Com- 
munist Party of Vietnam Central Committee and presi- 
dent of the Vietnam-Mongolia Friendship Association, 
and Lieutenant General Tran Van Quang, deputy 
defense minister. 


Foreign Ministry on Mongolian Reduction of Forces 
BK2703150889 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1430 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[Text] Answering a recent question of the VIETNAM 
NEWS AGENCY on the decision of the Mongolian 
People’s Republic Party [MPRP] and the Mongolian 
People’s Republic Government to reduce the Mongolian 
Armed Forces by 13,000 soldiers in 1988-90, the SRV 
Foreign Ministry spokesman said: Together with an 
agreement between the Mongolian and Soviet Govern- 
ments on the withdrawal of all three Soviet divisions 
from Mongolia in 1989-90, this new decision of the 
Mongolian party and Government is of major signifi- 
cance which manifests the goodwill of the MPRP, con- 
tributes to intensifying trust among countries, and posi- 
tively struggles for peace and security in Asia, the 
Pacific, and the world over. 


The Vietnamese party, government and people highly 
praise and warmly welcome this decision of the Mongo- 
lian party and government. Together with the positive 
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contributions being made by Mongolia to common peace 
and security in Asia, the Pacific, and the world, this 
decision will certainly receive the sympathy and support 
of the progressive public. 


Party Delegation Attends Italian CP Congress 
BK2503 151589 Hanoi VNA in English 1455 GMT 
25 Mar 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 25—A delegation of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam Central Committee 
headed by Hoang Bich Son, member of the CPV Central 
Committee, and head of its Commission for External 
Relations, attended the 18th congress of the Communist 
Party of Italy (PCI) recently held in Rome. 


While there, the delegation also exchanged views with 
Italian party leaders on the further strengthening of the 
solidarity and friendship between the two parties and 


peoples. 


Bank Offers To Pay Delayed Dollars for Dong 
BK2403 125689 Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 2 Mar 89 p 1 


[Report by T.S.] 


[Text] To mobilize cash for purchasing goods for export, 
the Ho Chi Minh City branch of the Foreign Trade Bank 
has decided that between | and 31 March 1989 (that is, 
in the month of March), it will buy Vietnamese dong and 
pay with U.S. dollars in 3, 4, 5, or 6 months at specific 
rates (lower than free market rates by 15-20 percent 
a on the delay in payment) to be chosen as 
ollows: 


—Delay of 6 months: $U.S. 1.00 for 4,300 Vietnamese 
dong; 

—Delay of 5 months: $U.S. 1.00 for 4,400 Vietnamese 
dong; 

—Delay of 4 months: $U.S. 1.00 for 4,500 Vietnamese 
dong; and 

—Delay of 3 months: $U.S. 1.00 for 4,600 Vietnamese 


dong. 


The Foreign Trade Bank will buy Vietnamese dong on a 
priority basis from units having debts in foreign currency 
which are already overdue or due soon. At the same 
time, the bank will consider acting as guarantor in 
securing foreign loans for units which sell Vietnamese 
dong for foreign currency on a delayed payment basis in 
accordance with the set quotas and the duration of 
trading contracts signed with the Foreign Trade Bank. 


For additional details, please contact the Planning Coor- 
dination Office, Ho Chi Minh City branch of the Foreign 
Trade Bank, located on the second floor, 29 Chuong 
Duong Quay, Ist Precinct, Ho Chi Minh City. 
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Editorial on Youths’ Role in Renovation Process 
BK2503141089 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 24 Mar 89 


[Text] Under the title “Youths Should Act as an Assault 
Force in the Cause of Renovation,” today’s NHAN DAN 
editorial says: 


In the history of our country’s revolution, the youths 
have always, in wartime as well as during peaceful 
construction, stood stalwartly at the forefront of the 
struggle and provided a source of confidence, pride, and 
hope for the party and the people. The cause of national 
renovation, an undertaking totally consistent with the 
aspirations of youth, is encouraging a generation of 
progressive and valiant youths to overcome all difficul- 
ties and trials and uphold the spirit of struggle and their 
eagerness to make contributions and reach maturity. 


Acting as an assault force to realize renovation and 
struggling for renovation is the highest of all ambitions. 
Fostering the young generation of Vietnamese and 
equipping them with a high level intelligence, physical 
fitness, energy, talents, and revolutionary sentiments is 
not only a crucial task that must be carried out on a 
regular basis, but also a major undertaking of the party, 
the state, and society as a whole. This important task 
must be institutionalized through laws and policies, with 
attention given to ensuring harmony between the obli- 
gations and interests of youths. This should not be 
regarded as a temporary concern or a generous favor 
given by certain person or echelon as it is generally the 
case at present. 


Youths should be educated in revolutionary virtues not 
only with lengthy theoretical lessons but also with the 
combined awareness and action of the entire society 
under the party’s leadership. This raises a series of issues 
that involve the responsibility of many sectors and 
echelons—such as ensuring education, employment, and 
cultural life; maintaining the exemplary conduct of cad- 
res and party members; enhancing the operational effi- 
ciency of the youth union; checking negative phenom- 
ena; carrying out democratization; and guaranteeing 
social equity. 


With great confidence in the young generation, a favor- 
able environment must be created for the youths to train 
themselves, make contributions, and reach maturity. 


Ha Quang Du Discusses Youth Union Tasks 
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{Radio correspondent’s interview with Ha Quang Du, 
first secretary of the Ho Chi Minh Communist Youth 
Union Central Committee; date, place not given— 
recorded] 


[Text] [Interviewer] Comrade, last year youth union 
activities and the movement of youths and teenagers 
were geared to carrying out realistic tasks. What is your 
assessment of the results? 
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{Ha Quang Du] After the sixth party congress, a more 
democratic, open, and straightforward atmosphere has 
pervaded the activities of the Ho Chi Minh Communist 
Youth Union [(HCMCYU]. Thanks to this, the Fifth 
National Youth Union Congress as well as the youth 
union congresses held earlier at the provincial and 
municipal levels recognized with greater clarity the 
weaknesses of the youth union. Based on the orientations 
set forth at the Fifth National Youth Union Congress, 
the HCMCYU started its process of renovation in 1988 
with efforts being focused on revamping the union, 
especially at the chapter level; promoting union activi- 
ties in the economic field through economic construction 
carried out by the assault youth force; assisting and 
guiding collectives of youths and union organizations at 
the grass-roots level in forming economic units to create 
jobs; and improving the relations between the youth 
union and youths along the line of ensuring democracy 
and openness, respecting the human dignity of youths, 
and protecting their legitimate interests. 


On the other hand, activities appealing to the young— 
such as political theoretical discussion contests, beauty 
pageants, dating clubs, newspaper columns, and so 
forth—were organized to draw the participation of 
youths. We also resolved the relationship between the 
youth union and the teenager's and children’s groups in 
a principled manner suited to the new situation so as to 
Strengthen unity between youths and teenagers. Efforts 
were made to step up the union’s international activities 
and to promote economic, scientific, and technological 
cooperation with youth unions in fraternal countries. 
Initial results have also been scored in carrying out 
theoretical research and reviewing realities. 


Moving along this direction, the HCMCYU has become 
sharper and more dynamic in its activities. Although the 
results achieved remain limited, some activities con- 
ducted by the union have gained public attention. The 
union has displayed more openness and democracy in its 
spiritual makeup and has drawn the youths’ interest in 
its activities, some of which have either brought about 
economic efficiency or have had an educational effect on 
the youths. 


Nevertheless, all of the above are but initial results and 
the union is still faced with big difficulties. Recently, the 
press has run some articles analyzing these difficulties, 
and I am not going to go over them again. The years 1989 
and 1990, therefore, are very crucial. We will have to 
consolidate the initial results already achieved and at the 
same time, quicken the pace of theoretical study and 
practical activities so as to rid the HCMCYU of bureau- 
Cratism and turn it into a dynamic youth organization 
that is active in different fields for the interests of youths 
and the socialist fatherland. 


[Interviewer] Comrade, many youths, both skilled and 
unskilled, are jobless. What is the union Central Com- 
mittee doing to solve this? 
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{Ha Quang Du] Y¢és, it is true that a lot of youths are now 
unemployed, and even those who are employed have 
very low incomes. I have been receiving youths at my 
office or home every week. The majority of them who 
come to see me want to find employment and earn a fair 
income that is sufficient for an independent life. It is 
known by many that in 1988 the employment offices of 
Ho Chi Minh City, Hanoi, Dong Nai, and so forth 
received tens of thousands of job applications from 
young laborers. Youth union chapters at all levels have 
On many occasions presented their views on how to 
create jobs for youths, and they have tried by different 
means to provide them with employment. In coordina- 
tion with the labor and other sectors, union organiza- 
tions in many localities have offered vocational training 
and job placement services, guided youths in creating 
jobs for themselves and developing the forces of produc- 
tion, and set up assault youth units. At present, the union 
Central Committee and some localities are studying the 
idea of establishing medium- and small-size youth eco- 
nomic centers made up of different economic compo- 
nents with assault youths serving as the nucleus. This is 
aimed at drawing the participation of youths in develop- 
ing new economic zones and building up life in newly 
opened areas. Other useful projects are also being devel- 
oped to create more jobs for youths in the coming period. 
We hope that sectors which have large material resources 
of the national economy at their disposal will pay more 
attention to expanding and developing production so as 
to generate employment for youths. 


As for youths who are looking for a job, | hope they will 
change their outlook toward employment and give up 
the habit of passively waiting for state-funded vocational 
training and assignment to state-run establishments. The 
new economic mechanism, together with the accompa- 
nying dynamic economic policies, is giving youths a new 
opportunity to work for all economic components or to 
create jobs for themselves. 


[Interviewer] Comrade, can you elaborate on how union 
Organizations implement renovation and strengthen 
unity among the youth in the second phase of the 
campaign to build strong union chapters? Also, what 
measures will be taken to make the union building task 
an interesting and attractive one for the youth? 


{Ha Quang Du] The campaign to build strong union 
chapters plays an important role in the renovation pro- 
cess of the HCMCYU. This coming May we will review 
tasks of the campaign’s first phase and begin the second 
phase. To make the union’s activities real useful and 
attractive, union chapters must realize that the contents 
of and methods to carry out these activities must comply 
with the aspirations, interests, and working conditions of 
the union members. These activities must protect the 
legitimate interests of the youth, and help them to lead 
their own lives and to work to become rich using their 
own labor and intellect. To help union chapters carry out 
tasks in this direction, the HCMCYU Central Commit- 
tee and the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Industry 
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early this year launched an emulation movement 
dubbed: “Rural youth are capable in production and 
business.”” The paper TIEN PHONG ran a section on 
“young millionaires,” and the Vietnam Federation of 
Youth cooperated with scientists, businessmen, and 
young economists to introduce to youths ways to get rich 
as described in a book entitled: “1,001 Ways for Youths 
To Become Rich,” and to make them realize that when 
the people are rich the country will be strong. Activities 
of the union chapters and branches in the days ahead will 
concentrate on strengthening interests of the nation and 
the people. Organization of union chapters must be firm; 
their activities must be democratic and open, and must 
respect human dignity; and union members must be well 
informed politically. This is the most difficult work in 
the union building task. 


The second phase of the campaign to build strong union 
chapters will be launched in close association with activ- 
ities and discussions under the theme: “Youth and 
Renovation for a Rich and Strong Nation,” to be orga- 
nized in localities. 


Along with building union chapters, we will strengthen 
guidance in establishing branches of the Vietnam Feder- 
ation of Youth and the Vietnam Students’ Association to 
broadly integrate and unite youth in accordance with 
their aspirations and to expand club activities to attract 
more youth. 


[Interviewer] Our last question is how does the union 
take care of and lead the children at present? Please 
elaborate on some concrete measures taken. 


{Ha Quang Du] The year 1989 is the 10th year of 
implementing the regulation on caring for and educating 
teenagers and children. The HCMCYU as well as other 
sectors and mass organizations, I believe, have paid 
special attention to the task of caring for and educating 
teenagers and children. The HCMCYU has striven to 
surge forward, together with many other sectors, to 
improve tasks on caring for and educating teenagers and 
children. We have carried out concrete tasks on strength- 
ening and developing the Ho Chi Minh Vanguard Teen- 
agers Units at schools and in populated areas; on orga- 
nizing summer activities, artistic shows, and health 
contests; on publishing good books for youth and chil- 
dren; and on printing more newspapers for them such as 
TIEN PHONG, THANH NIEN TIEN PHONG, NHI 
DONG, the VAN NGHE THIEU NHI journal, and so 
forth. The HCMCYU Central Committee has proposed 
to the state and the party to make 1989 the year of the 
children. It has also consolidated echelons of teenagers’ 
and children’s committees to ensure the best coordina- 
tion of the entire society in caring for and educating 
teenagers and children in the present condition. 


[Interviewer] Thank you very much comrade. 
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[Text] The Voice of Vietnam recently organized in 
Hanoi a symposium on the implementation of Council 
of Ministers Decision No 217. Attending the symposium 
were a large number of enterprise director-generals and 
directors and cooperative chairmen. 


Citing vivid realities, enterprise directors and coopera- 
tive chairmen proved the correctness of the move to 
grant autonomy to the grass roots. Many grass-roots 
units have initially overcome difficulties and carried out 
their business efficiently. However, there exist many 
shortcomings in the implementation of Decision No 
217. Various echelons, sectors, and localities have been 
slow and inconsistent in concretizing the decision for 
implementation by the grass roots. Many systems and 
policies—such as those concerning the profit turnover, 
supplies, capital investment, and operational expenses— 
still remain restrictive to grass-roots units. 


There was the view that the reduction of intermediary 
links at the ministries, sectors, and state management 
organs has been unsatisfactory, and this has hindered the 
move to grant autonomy to the grass roots. Conditions 
are insufficient for enterprise directors to exercise their 
right to autonomy in the financial, labor and planning 
fields. Regarding this matter, the banking sector was 
criticized for its slowness in carrying out renovation. 


Accepting the fact that production and business activities 
are influenced by the current competition which is char- 
acteristic of a developing multicomponent economy, all 
enterprise directors hoped that Decision No 217 would be 
implemented in strict accordance with its spirit so that the 
state-run economy could maintain its leading role. 


More Grain Transported to Northern Provinces 
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[Text] According to the Ministry of Communications 
and Transportation, the transportation of food grain to 
northern provinces is fairly good, considering the trans- 
portation rate and the quantities transported. 


During the first 2 months of this year, the sector succeeded 
in delivering nearly 150,000 metric tons obtained from 
southern provinces or from import sources. This figure 
was twice as much as that of the same period last year. 


However, the amount of food grain held up at various 
seaport storehouses and on various of means of transport 
[awaiting unioading] remains high—over 300,000 metric 
tons. Therefore, it is necessary to quickly clear the 
backlog in order to free these transportation means and 
ensure the product quality. 
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